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Q1. UAE exit from OPEC
Consider the following statements:
1. The United Arab Emirates announced that its withdrawal from OPEC and
OPEC+ would take effect from 1 May 2026.
2. OPEC was founded in 1960 by Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
Venezuela.
3. OPEC membership automatically requires a country to withdraw from all
non-OPEC producer coordination arrangements.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only

B. 1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The UAE announced its exit from OPEC and
the wider OPEC+ framework with effect from 1 May 2026. OPEC is an
intergovernmental organisation created in Baghdad in 1960 by five founding
members. Statement 3 is incorrect: OPEC and OPEC+ are distinct
arrangements; OPEC+ is a broader coordination mechanism involving OPEC
members and non-OPEC producers, and participation in one does not create
the blanket legal rule stated.
More facts to remember:
OPEC decisions are commonly associated with production targets/quotas and
oil-market coordination. OPEC+ emerged as a broader producer coalition in
the 2010s. For prelims, distinguish OPEC (organisation) from OPEC+
(cooperation framework).
Source cue: WAM / OPEC
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Q2. Dairy red line to the Pacific
Consider the following statements:
1. The expression refers to India's sensitivity over opening its dairy sector
while negotiating trade agreements with major agricultural exporters such as
New Zealand.
2. A free trade agreement can contain market-access commitments in goods as
well as commitments relating to services and investment.
3. Protecting a sensitive tariff line necessarily means that the entire
agricultural chapter of an FTA is excluded.
4. New Zealand is an Indo-Pacific economy and a major exporter of dairy
products.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 3 only

B. 1,2 and 4 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. Dairy has long been treated by India as a
politically and livelihood-sensitive sector in trade negotiations. An FTA is
broader than tariff cuts alone and can cover services, investment, standards,
rules of origin and other disciplines. Statement 3 is incorrect because
negotiators can exclude, phase, quota-limit or otherwise protect selected
sensitive products while liberalising other agricultural lines.
More facts to remember:
In trade negotiations, remember the distinction between tariff elimination,
tariff-rate quotas, exclusion lists and safeguards. India's dairy sector has a
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large smallholder base, which explains its sensitivity in market-access talks.
Source cue: India-New Zealand trade negotiations / Commerce reporting
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Q3. Revenue deficit in States
Consider the following statements:

1. Revenue deficit arises when revenue expenditure exceeds revenue receipts.

2. A State can have a revenue deficit even when its capital receipts are
substantial.

3. Revenue deficit is identical to fiscal deficit because both measure the same
budget gap.
4. Persistent revenue deficits can reduce the fiscal space available for capital
expenditure.
5. Under the Constitution, Finance Commissions may recommend grants-in-
aid to States from the Consolidated Fund of India.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1,2, 3and 4 only

B.1,2,3and5only

C.1,2,4and 5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only

Answer: C—1, 2,4 and 5 only
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Explanation:

Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. Revenue deficit concerns the revenue
account alone, whereas fiscal deficit is the excess of total expenditure over
total non-borrowed receipts and therefore captures a wider borrowing
requirement. A State may raise capital receipts and still run a revenue deficit.
Persistent revenue deficits can crowd out infrastructure spending by using
borrowed resources for current expenditure. Article 275 provides for grants-in-
aid, while the Finance Commission under Article 280 recommends principles
of devolution and grants.

More facts to remember:

Useful formulae: Revenue Deficit = Revenue Expenditure - Revenue Receipts.
Fiscal Deficit = Total Expenditure - (Revenue Receipts + Non-debt Capital
Receipts). Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit - Interest Payments.

Source cue: Ministry of Finance / Finance Commission framework
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Q4. Data Parks in Karnataka

Consider the following statements:

1. Karnataka has proposed large data-park capacity in Bengaluru, Mangaluru
and Mysuru.

2. Data centres require reliable electricity supply and substantial cooling
infrastructure.

3. Using treated wastewater for industrial cooling can reduce pressure on
freshwater resources.

4. A data park is the same as a semiconductor fabrication plant because both
primarily manufacture silicon wafers.
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5. Locating data infrastructure near fibre networks and power nodes can
improve operational resilience and connectivity.
6. Data centres have no material environmental footprint once they use
renewable electricity.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 6 only

C.1,2,4and 5 only

D. 1, 2,3and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. Karnataka's 2026 data-park planning has
emphasised Bengaluru as well as locations such as Mangaluru and Mysuru.
Data centres are electricity- and cooling-intensive facilities; treated wastewater
can be used to lower freshwater demand. Statement 4 confuses digital
infrastructure with semiconductor fabrication. Statement 6 is incorrect because
land, water, backup power, embodied carbon, e-waste and grid impacts remain
relevant even when renewable energy is procured.
More facts to remember:
For mains/prelims linkage, remember PUE (Power Usage Effectiveness) as a
common efficiency metric. Data localisation, cloud computing, Al workloads
and digital public infrastructure are key demand drivers for data centres.
Source cue: Karnataka government / energy and urban infrastructure
reporting
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Q5. Integrated Township Project &3, 5. I INBSPKS ABeCHS
Consider the following statements: BINS BCLINSB0, TONEIL:

1. An integrated township generally combines residential, commercial, social
and transport infrastructure within a planned area.
2. The proposed Greater Bengaluru Integrated Township has been discussed in
the Bidadi region as part of Bengaluru's decongestion strategy.
3. Every integrated township in India is automatically a project under the
Union Smart Cities Mission.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.land 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1 and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Integrated townships are mixed-use planned
developments intended to combine housing with employment, mobility and
social infrastructure. The Bengaluru-region proposal has been associated with
the Bidadi area and decongestion. Statement 3 is incorrect: an integrated
township can arise under State urban-development and planning frameworks
and need not be a Smart Cities Mission project.
More facts to remember:
Prelims angle: urban planning is influenced by State town and country
planning laws, development authorities, land-use plans and municipal
institutions. Large township projects also raise issues of land acquisition,
transit-oriented development, water security and peri-urban governance.
Source cue: Karnataka urban-development reporting
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Q6. UAE Das Island

Consider the following statements:

1. Das Island lies in the Persian Gulf/Arabian Gulf off Abu Dhabi.

2. It is associated with the UAE's offshore oil and gas and LNG infrastructure.

3. Energy shipments from the Gulf to the Arabian Sea commonly pass through
the Strait of Hormuz.
4. Das Island is situated in the Red Sea near the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. Das Island is an offshore energy hub of Abu
Dhabi and is historically associated with oil, gas processing and LNG
infrastructure. It lies in the Gulf, not in the Red Sea. The Strait of Hormuz is
the strategic outlet connecting the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea.
More facts to remember:
Map facts: Strait of Hormuz lies between Iran and Oman; Bab-el-Mandeb
connects the Red Sea with the Gulf of Aden; Strait of Malacca links the
Andaman Sea with the South China Sea. These chokepoints are frequently
tested in UPSC.
Source cue: ADNOC / Gulf geography
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Q7. India's first Green Methanol plant in Kutch

Consider the following statements:

1. The green-methanol initiative in Kutch is associated with Deendayal Port
Authority.

2. Biomass such as Prosopis juliflora can be gasified to produce synthesis gas
for methanol production.
3. Methanol is chemically identical to methane and is used only as a gaseous
fuel.
4. Green methanol can potentially be used as a lower-carbon marine fuel
depending on its feedstock and production pathway.
5. Synthesis gas commonly contains carbon monoxide and hydrogen.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 5 only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. The Kutch initiative is linked to
Deendayal Port Authority and uses biomass-based pathways. Gasification
converts carbonaceous feedstock into syngas, a mixture rich in CO and H2,
which can then be catalytically converted to methanol. Statement 3 is
incorrect: methanol (CH3OH) is an alcohol and a liquid at ordinary conditions,
whereas methane (CH4) is a gas.
More facts to remember:
Remember: 'green’ methanol may be produced from sustainable biomass or
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renewable hydrogen combined with captured biogenic/atmospheric CO2.
Maritime decarbonisation is a major emerging use case, but lifecycle
emissions depend on the entire production chain.

Source cue: Deendayal Port Authority / PIB
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Q8. Appointment of UN chief

Consider the following statements:

1. Under Article 97 of the UN Charter, the Secretary-General is appointed by
the General Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council.

2. The UN Charter itself fixes the Secretary-General's term at exactly five
years.

3. A Security Council recommendation on the Secretary-General is subject to
the Council's voting procedures, including the role of permanent members.

4. Member States may nominate candidates for the office in the contemporary
selection process.

5. The Secretary-General is the chief administrative officer of the United
Nations under the Charter.
6. The International Court of Justice elects the Secretary-General after
consultation with the General Assembly.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 5 only
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C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 3,4and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 3,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 3, 4 and 5 are correct. Article 97 provides for appointment by
the General Assembly upon Security Council recommendation and describes
the Secretary-General as the chief administrative officer. The five-year term is
a practice rather than an express Charter prescription. The 1CJ has no role in
electing the Secretary-General.
More facts to remember:
Article 99 is also important: the Secretary-General may bring to the Security
Council's attention any matter that may threaten international peace and
security. The UN Secretariat is one of the six principal organs of the UN.
Source cue: United Nations Charter / UN selection process
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Q9. Changes to Citizenship rules

Consider the following statements:

1. Citizenship in India is governed principally by the Citizenship Act, 1955,
supplemented by rules made under it.

2. Article 11 empowers Parliament to make laws on acquisition and
termination of citizenship and related matters.

3. An Overseas Citizen of India cardholder possesses full dual citizenship and
can vote in Indian elections.
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Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1land 2 only

B. 1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The Citizenship Act, 1955 is the principal
statutory framework for citizenship after commencement of the Constitution,
and Avrticle 11 preserves Parliament's legislative competence. Statement 3 is
incorrect: OCI is a special immigration and residency status, not dual
citizenship; OCI cardholders do not enjoy political rights such as voting or
contesting elections merely by virtue of OCI status.
More facts to remember:
For prelims, distinguish citizenship by birth, descent, registration,
naturalisation and incorporation of territory. Also distinguish citizenship from
OCI status, visa rights and domicile.
Source cue: Ministry of Home Affairs / Citizenship Act and Rules
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Q10. India’s first State-led CoE for space launch

Consider the following statements:

1. Karnataka announced a State-led Centre of Excellence for Space
Technology in Bengaluru.

2. A State-supported space-technology centre can promote startups, testing,
research collaboration and commercialisation without replacing ISRO's
national role.

3. Space is placed in the State List of the Seventh Schedule, giving States
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exclusive legislative competence over launch vehicles.
4. India's space sector increasingly includes private entities under the national
space reforms and IN-SPACe framework.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1, 2and 3 only

B. 1,2 and 4 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. Karnataka's CoE initiative reflects the
growing role of States in ecosystem development—incubation, skilling,
research and industrial facilitation. Statement 3 is incorrect: the constitutional
distribution does not create an exclusive State-list subject of 'space’; national
space policy, strategic regulation and launch authorisation remain within the
Union framework.
More facts to remember:
IN-SPACe is the single-window autonomous agency facilitating and
authorising non-government entities in space activities. NSIL is the
commercial arm for many ISRO-developed services and technologies.
Source cue: Karnataka government / national space-reform framework
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Q11. Abu Dhabi Exit OPEC
Consider the following statements:
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1. Abu Dhabi joined OPEC in 1967 before the formation of the United Arab
Emirates in 1971.
2. After the UAE was formed, the country's OPEC membership continued
under the UAE.
3. The UAE's 2026 exit automatically dissolved OPEC because it was one of
the five founding members.
4. The UAE has pursued expansion of hydrocarbon production capacity while
also investing heavily in clean energy.
5. OPEC headquarters is located in Vienna, Austria.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 5 only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. Abu Dhabi's OPEC association predates
the federation of the UAE. The UAE was not one of the five 1960 founding
members, so statement 3 is incorrect. OPEC's headquarters is in Vienna. The
UAE's energy strategy combines a major hydrocarbon sector with substantial
investments in renewables and low-carbon technologies.
More facts to remember:
Chronology is exam-worthy: OPEC founded 1960; Abu Dhabi joined 1967;
UAE federation formed 1971. Do not confuse OPEC with OAPEC, a separate
Arab petroleum organisation.
Source cue: OPEC / UAE official reporting
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Q12. Sixth Nilgiri-class frigate
Consider the following statements:
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1. Mahendragiri is the sixth ship of the Project 17A Nilgiri-class frigates.
2. Project 17A ships are stealth frigates designed for multi-mission naval
operations.

3. The class is a diesel-electric attack-submarine programme under Project 75.

4. The Warship Design Bureau has played a key role in their indigenous
design.
5. Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited has built multiple ships of the class.
6. Frigates are generally surface combatants and are distinct from aircraft
carriers and submarines.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3, 4and5only

B.1,2,3,4and 6 only

C.1,2,3,5and 6 only

D. 1, 2,4,5and 6 only
Answer: D —1, 2,4, 5and 6 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 are correct. Mahendragiri is the sixth Project 17A
frigate. Project 17A is a surface-warship programme, not Project 75, which
concerns submarines. The Nilgiri-class embodies stealth shaping, integrated

sensors and weapons and a high degree of indigenous design and construction.

More facts to remember:

Project 17A follows the Shivalik-class (Project 17). UPSC may test ship type,
shipyard, project number and indigenous design institutions together.

Source cue: PIB / Ministry of Defence
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Q13. New E-Bus scheme
Consider the following statements:

1. PM e-Bus Sewa is implemented by the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs and targets deployment of electric buses in eligible cities.
2. PM E-DRIVE is implemented by the Ministry of Heavy Industries and also
provides support for electric buses.
3. The two schemes are identical and are administered through the same
ministry.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1land 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1 and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. PM e-Bus Sewa and PM E-DRIVE are
separate schemes with different institutional anchors, although both support e-
bus deployment. PM e-Bus Sewa is an urban public-transport programme
under MoHUA, while PM E-DRIVE is the broader electric-mobility incentive
programme under the Ministry of Heavy Industries.
More facts to remember:
Key distinction: PM E-DRIVE includes support for e-2Ws, e-3Ws, e-buses, e-
trucks, charging infrastructure and testing facilities. PM e-Bus Sewa also uses
a payment-security mechanism to improve the bankability of bus operations.
Source cue: MoHUA / Ministry of Heavy Industries
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Q14. Why UAE quit OPEC and OPEC+
Consider the following statements:

1. The UAE linked its 2026 withdrawal to its long-term strategic and
economic vision and an evolving energy profile.
2. OPEC+ includes non-OPEC oil producers that coordinate with OPEC
members.
3. A producer's desire for greater flexibility over output can create tension
with collective production targets.
4. Leaving OPEC prevents the UAE from producing or exporting crude oil
under international law.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. The UAE presented its decision in terms of
strategic/economic priorities and its changing energy profile. OPEC+ is
broader than OPEC, incorporating cooperating non-OPEC producers. Output
flexibility is a recurring issue in producer-group negotiations. Statement 4 is
incorrect: OPEC membership is a coordination arrangement, not the
international legal basis for a country's right to produce or export petroleum.
More facts to remember:
For analytical questions, connect producer quotas with spare capacity, market
share, fiscal breakeven prices, energy transition and geopolitical autonomy.
OPEC influences but does not single-handedly determine global oil prices.
Source cue: WAM / OPEC / energy-market reporting
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Q15. Lipulekh
Consider the following statements:

1. Lipulekh Pass is located in the Himalayan region of Uttarakhand near the
India-Nepal-China tri-junction area.

2. The route has been used in connection with the Kailash-Manasarovar
pilgrimage and border trade with Tibet.

3. The Lipulekh-Kalapani-Limpiyadhura area is part of a boundary dispute
between India and Nepal.

4. The dispute is unrelated to interpretations of the source of the
Kali/Mahakali River.

5. Lipulekh Pass lies in the Eastern Ghats and connects Odisha with Andhra
Pradesh.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 5 only

C.1,2and 3 only

D. 1, 3and 4 only
Answer: C—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. Lipulekh is a high Himalayan pass in the
Uttarakhand sector, used for pilgrimage and historically for trade. India and
Nepal differ over the Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura region, and
interpretations concerning the origin/course of the Kali (Mahakali) River are
central to the dispute. Statements 4 and 5 are therefore incorrect.
More facts to remember:
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Map revision: the 1816 Treaty of Sugauli is central to India-Nepal boundary
discussions. Also revise Nathu La (Sikkim) and Shipki La (Himachal Pradesh)
as important Himalayan passes.

Source cue: MEA / India-Nepal boundary background
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Q16. Mission Drishti - OptoSAR satellite

Consider the following statements:

1. The OptoSAR concept combines optical imaging and Synthetic Aperture
Radar capabilities in a coordinated satellite architecture.

2. SAR can acquire useful imagery through cloud cover and during night
because it is an active microwave sensing technique.

3. Optical sensors and SAR measure exactly the same physical properties of
the Earth's surface.

4. Combining optical and radar data can improve disaster monitoring,
agriculture and surveillance applications.

5. Synthetic Aperture Radar is dependent on sunlight reflected from the
Earth's surface.

6. Mission Drishti has been associated with the Indian space-tech company
GalaxEye.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. 1,2, 3and 4 only
B. 1,2, 3and 6 only
C.1,2,4and 5 only
D. 1, 2,4 and 6 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 4 and 6 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 6 are correct. SAR actively transmits microwave signals
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and measures their return, enabling day-night and many all-weather
observations. Optical sensors measure reflected/emitted electromagnetic
radiation in different bands and offer complementary spectral information.
Therefore statements 3 and 5 are incorrect. GalaxEye's Drishti mission has
been promoted around combined optical-SAR observations.

More facts to remember:

Remote-sensing revision: passive optical sensors are affected by cloud cover;
radar is sensitive to surface roughness, geometry and moisture. Data fusion
can improve revisit utility and interpretation.

Source cue: GalaxEye / space-tech reporting
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Q17. B-SMILE
Consider the following statements:
1. B-SMILE refers to Bengaluru Smart Infrastructure Limited.

2. It has been associated with major Bengaluru urban-infrastructure projects,
including road and flyover works.

3. It is a constitutional body created directly by the 74th Constitutional
Amendment.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. land 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
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Explanation:

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. B-SMILE is a specialised urban-infrastructure
entity associated with Bengaluru projects. Statement 3 is incorrect: the 74th
Amendment constitutionalises municipalities and urban local governance, but
a project company/SPV such as B-SMILE is created through

administrative/corporate arrangements rather than directly by the Constitution.

More facts to remember:

For KAS, distinguish GBA/municipal institutions, parastatal agencies,
development authorities and special-purpose vehicles. Fragmented
metropolitan governance is a recurring Bengaluru policy issue.

Source cue: Karnataka/Bengaluru infrastructure reporting
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Q18. NSE Electronic Gold Receipts

Consider the following statements:

1. Electronic Gold Receipts (EGRs) are securities representing underlying
physical gold kept in accredited vaults.

2. EGRs can be held in dematerialised form.

3. The EGR framework brings vault managers and securities-market
infrastructure into the gold-trading ecosystem.

4. EGRs are the same as sovereign gold bonds issued by the Reserve Bank of
India.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1,2and 4 only
B.1,2and 3 only
C.1,3and 4 only
D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
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Explanation:

Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. EGRs represent physical gold deposited in
an eligible vault and converted into a tradable electronic security. They can be
held in demat accounts and traded through exchange infrastructure. Statement
4 is incorrect: Sovereign Gold Bonds are government securities linked to gold
prices, whereas EGRs represent vaulted physical gold under the SEBI-
regulated framework.

More facts to remember:

Compare: EGR = security backed by vaulted gold; Gold ETF = mutual-fund
unit investing in gold/gold instruments; SGB = government security with gold-
price linkage; physical gold = commodity itself.

Source cue: NSE / SEBI
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Q19. Pixxel orbital data-centre satellite

Consider the following statements:

1. Pixxel announced collaboration with Sarvam Al for an orbital data-centre
satellite initiative.

2. The concept involves performing at least some Al computation or data
processing in orbit rather than sending every raw dataset to the ground first.
3. Space-based computing eliminates radiation-hardening and thermal-
management challenges.

4. On-board processing can reduce downlink requirements for some Earth-
observation workloads.

5. The project illustrates convergence between space infrastructure and
artificial intelligence.
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Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2,3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and5only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. Orbital computing aims to process
selected data close to where it is generated, potentially reducing raw-data
downlink volume and accelerating certain decisions. Statement 3 is incorrect
because space electronics face radiation, thermal cycling, power and reliability
constraints that can be more demanding than terrestrial data centres.
More facts to remember:
Edge-computing principle: process data near the source to reduce
bandwidth/latency for selected tasks. In space, key constraints are power
generation, heat rejection, radiation tolerance, repairability and launch mass.

Source cue: Pixxel / Sarvam Al
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Q20. Micro-LED plant and OSAT facility

Consider the following statements:

1. The Union Cabinet approved semiconductor projects in Gujarat in May
2026 that included a commercial Mini/Micro-LED display facility.

2. The Micro-LED project involves Gallium Nitride (GaN)-based technology.
3. OSAT stands for Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test.
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4. OSAT is a front-end wafer fabrication process in which transistors are
patterned on blank silicon wafers.
5. Dholera and Surat are among the locations associated with the approved
projects.
6. ATMP/OSAT activities are part of the semiconductor back-end packaging
and testing value chain.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3, 4and5only

B.1,2,3,4and 6 only

C.1,2,4,5and 6 only

D. 1, 2, 3,5and 6 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3, 5and 6 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 are correct. The 2026 approvals included an
integrated Mini/Micro-LED/GaN project and a separate packaging/testing unit
in Gujarat. OSAT/ATMP are back-end operations—assembly, packaging,
marking and testing—whereas front-end fabrication creates device structures
on wafers. Statement 4 therefore reverses the distinction.
More facts to remember:
Semiconductor value chain: design — wafer fabrication/front-end —
assembly/packaging/testing/back-end. Compound semiconductors such as
GaN are important for power electronics, RF and optoelectronic applications.
Source cue: PIB / India Semiconductor Mission
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Q21. UDGAM portal
Consider the following statements:
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1. UDGAM is a Reserve Bank of India portal that helps users search for
unclaimed deposits across participating banks.
2. Finding a deposit on UDGAM means the RBI itself pays the claimant
directly.
3. Settlement of an unclaimed deposit claim continues to be handled by the
concerned bank according to applicable procedures.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 3 only

B. 1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 3 are correct. UDGAM—Unclaimed Deposits Gateway to
Access inforMation—provides a centralised search facility. It does not transfer
the legal claim-settlement function from banks to the RBI, so statement 2 is
incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Unclaimed bank deposits that remain unclaimed for the prescribed period are
transferred to the Depositor Education and Awareness Fund, but the
depositor's right to claim remains subject to verification. UDGAM improves
discoverability, not automatic payout.
Source cue: Reserve Bank of India
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Q22. CJI's role in CEC and EC appointments
Consider the following statements:
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1. Article 324 provides for the Election Commission of India and vests the
superintendence, direction and control of elections in it.
2. The Constitution says that the President appoints the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners subject to any law made by
Parliament.
3. The Supreme Court's 2023 interim arrangement included the Chief Justice
of India in the selection committee until Parliament enacted a law.
4. The 2023 parliamentary law retained the Chief Justice of India as a
permanent member of the statutory selection committee.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only

Explanation:

Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. Article 324 gives the constitutional
foundation. In Anoop Baranwal (2023), the Supreme Court prescribed an
interim committee including the Prime Minister, Leader of Opposition and CJI
until Parliament legislated. The subsequent statute created a different selection
committee and did not retain the CJI as a statutory member, making statement
4 incorrect.

More facts to remember:

Prelims trap: distinguish constitutional text from judicial interim directions
and later legislation. The CEC has removal protection similar to a Supreme
Court judge; other Election Commissioners have a different removal
mechanism tied to the CEC's recommendation under Article 324(5).
Source cue: Constitution / Supreme Court / 2023 appointment law
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Q23. Quad Foreign Ministers’ visit to India
Consider the following statements:
1. The Quad comprises India, Australia, Japan and the United States.

2. It is a formal collective-defence treaty with an Article 5-type mutual
defence obligation.
3. Quad cooperation includes maritime security, critical technologies, resilient
supply chains and disaster-related cooperation.
4. The Indo-Pacific is central to the Quad's strategic vocabulary.
5. India hosted a Quad Foreign Ministers' meeting in New Delhi in 2026.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1 2, 3and 4 only

B.1,2,3and 5 only

C.1,3,4and5only

D.1,2,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 3,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 3, 4 and 5 are correct. The Quad is a strategic diplomatic
grouping, not a NATO-style treaty alliance; it has no automatic collective-
defence clause. Its agenda has expanded beyond maritime security to
technology, health, infrastructure, supply chains, humanitarian assistance and
regional resilience.
More facts to remember:
Historical cue: the four countries cooperated after the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami; the Quad dialogue was revived in 2017. Do not confuse Quad with
AUKUS (Australia-UK-US) or 12U2 (India-Israel-UAE-US).
Source cue: MEA / Quad official statements
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Q24. ELEVATE NxT

Consider the following statements:

1. ELEVATE NXT is a Karnataka initiative aimed at supporting deep-tech and
emerging-technology startups.

2. It has been announced with a dedicated corpus of around Rs 150 crore.

3. Its eligible technology themes include areas such as Al, robotics, quantum
technology, biotechnology, clean technology and space.

4. Itis a Union Ministry of Finance scheme for recapitalising public-sector
banks.

5. The programme uses a grant/mentorship approach linked to startup
development milestones.
6. The initiative is unrelated to Karnataka's broader startup policy ecosystem.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 6 only

C.1,2,4and 5 only

D.1,2,3and5 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. ELEVATE NXT is a Karnataka deep-tech
support programme within the State's startup ecosystem, with a dedicated
corpus and milestone-based support. Statements 4 and 6 are incorrect: it is
neither a bank-recapitalisation scheme nor detached from the State's startup
policy.
More facts to remember:
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KAS revision: Karnataka's innovation policy increasingly emphasises 'Beyond
Bengaluru', deep-tech, government-as-first-customer pilots, incubation and
market access. Distinguish grant support from equity investment or bank
credit.

Source cue: Karnataka Startup Policy / ELEVATE NXT reporting
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Q25. First Big Cat Summit
Consider the following statements:

1. India announced that New Delhi would host the first International Big Cat
Alliance Summit in June 2026.

2. The International Big Cat Alliance focuses on seven species: tiger, lion,
leopard, snow leopard, cheetah, jaguar and puma.
3. All seven species occur naturally in India today.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. land 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The first IBCA Summit was announced for
New Delhi, focusing on the conservation of seven big-cat species and their
ecosystems. Statement 3 is incorrect: jaguar and puma are native to the
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Americas and do not occur naturally in India; India hosts tiger, lion, leopard,
snow leopard and reintroduced cheetah populations.

More facts to remember:

IBCA was launched as an India-led global conservation initiative. For
ecology, revise umbrella species, flagship species, habitat connectivity, prey
base and human-wildlife conflict as key conservation concepts.

Source cue: PIB / International Big Cat Alliance
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Q26. States Adopt a Monument

Consider the following statements:

1. Karnataka's Adopt a Monument programme involves the Department of
Archaeology, Museums and Heritage along with the Tourism Department.
2. The model seeks participation from private/public organisations for
conservation, visitor amenities and heritage stewardship.

3. Adoption of a monument ordinarily transfers legal ownership of the
protected monument to the corporate adopter.

4. CSR and ESG participation can be used to support heritage amenities
without altering the monument's statutory protection.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. 1, 2and 3 only
B. 1,2 and 4 only
C.1,3and 4 only
D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 4 only
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Explanation:

Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. The Karnataka programme seeks
partnerships to conserve and improve heritage sites. '‘Adoption’ is a
stewardship/funding arrangement, not a sale or transfer of sovereign
ownership, so statement 3 is incorrect. Statutory protection and conservation
norms continue to apply.

More facts to remember:

Distinguish the Union 'Adopt a Heritage' framework from State-level schemes.
Heritage conservation may involve ASI for centrally protected monuments and
State archaeology departments for State-protected sites.

Source cue: Karnataka Department of Archaeology / Karnataka Tourism
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Q27. Mythos Al

Consider the following statements:

1. Mythos has been reported as an advanced Al capability associated with
cybersecurity and vulnerability discovery.

2. Al systems that discover software vulnerabilities can have dual-use
implications for both defence and offence.

3. A zero-day vulnerability is a flaw already fully patched and publicly
documented for years.

4. Responsible disclosure and access controls are relevant governance tools
for high-capability cyber models.

5. Cybersecurity Al can entirely eliminate the need for human validation of
exploitability and remediation.
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Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1, 2and 3 only

B. 1,2 and 5 only

C.1,2and 4 only

D. 1,3 and 4 only
Answer: C—1, 2 and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. Advanced Al can accelerate code analysis
and vulnerability discovery, but such capability is dual-use. A zero-day refers
to a vulnerability unknown to or not yet patched by the responsible vendor at
the relevant time, not a long-resolved flaw. Human validation remains
important because automated systems can produce false positives, unsafe fixes
or context errors.
More facts to remember:
UPSC science-tech angle: distinguish vulnerability, exploit, patch, zero-day
and penetration testing. Governance issues include model access, misuse
monitoring, disclosure norms, cyber resilience and supply-chain security.

Source cue: Reuters / Al cybersecurity reporting
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Q28. Skyroot Aerospace

Consider the following statements:

1. Skyroot Aerospace is an Indian private space-launch company.

2. Vikram-S was a suborbital technology-demonstration launch, while
Vikram-1 is designed as an orbital launch vehicle.

3. Skyroot became one of India's prominent private space startups after
national reforms opened more space activities to non-government entities.
4. An orbital launch requires sufficient horizontal velocity to keep a payload
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in continuous free fall around Earth.
5. A suborbital flight necessarily completes at least one full revolution around
Earth.
6. IN-SPACe has no role in facilitating or authorising private space activities
in India.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2 3and5only

B. 1, 2,3and 6 only

C.1,2,4and 5 only

D. 1, 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 are correct. Vikram-S demonstrated suborbital launch
capability; Vikram-1 is intended for orbital missions. Orbital flight is
fundamentally different from merely reaching a high altitude because adequate
tangential velocity is required. Statements 5 and 6 are incorrect: suborbital
trajectories do not complete an orbit, and IN-SPACe is central to enabling
non-government space participation.
More facts to remember:
Space-launch revision: payload capacity depends on target orbit, inclination
and vehicle performance. PSLV is an ISRO workhorse; private launchers such
as Vikram are part of the emerging commercial ecosystem.
Source cue: Skyroot / Reuters / IN-SPACe
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Q29. EC Index Cards for Assembly Elections
Consider the following statements:

1. The Election Commission's Index Cards provide structured statistical
information relating to election results.
2. In 2026, the ECI moved to publish such statistical outputs rapidly through
its digital election-information ecosystem.
3. Index Cards override statutory forms certified by Returning Officers
whenever the two differ.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Index Cards are a statistical/analytical product
derived from election data. Statutory forms and declarations prepared by
Returning Officers remain legally authoritative; a secondary analytical output
does not override them, making statement 3 incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Prelims angle: ECI functions under Article 324. Election results involve
statutory forms under the Representation of the People framework; digital
dashboards improve access but do not replace the legal record.
Source cue: Election Commission of India / PIB
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Q30. DRDO-IAF TARA glide weapon
Consider the following statements:

1. TARA expands to Tactical Advanced Range Augmentation.
2. The system is intended to convert suitable unguided aerial munitions into
precision-guided glide weapons.
3. A glide weapon can extend stand-off range by using aerodynamic lift after
release.
4. TARA is an intercontinental ballistic missile launched from a submarine.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. TARA is an indigenous glide-weapon/range-
augmentation system developed with DRDO and IAF involvement. It is
designed to improve precision and stand-off employment of air-delivered
munitions. Statement 4 is incorrect: it is neither an ICBM nor a submarine-
launched system.
More facts to remember:
Defence-tech distinction: ballistic missiles follow powered and ballistic
phases; cruise missiles sustain aerodynamic flight with propulsion; glide
weapons may be released from aircraft and use aerodynamic lift, with
guidance, without being conventional cruise missiles.
Source cue: DRDO / IAF / AIR
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Q31. Governor's role in a hung Assembly
Consider the following statements:
1. The Governor appoints the Chief Minister under Article 164.
2. In a hung Assembly, the Governor may need to exercise judgment in
identifying who is most likely to command majority support.
3. The proper place to test a disputed majority is generally the floor of the
House.
4. The Governor may permanently substitute his or her personal assessment
for a floor test whenever competing parties make claims.
5. The Governor's discretionary actions are completely immune from judicial
review.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 5 only

C.1,2and 3 only

D. 1,3 and 4 only
Answer: C —1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. Article 164 empowers the Governor to
appoint the Chief Minister. In uncertain majorities, constitutional practice and
Supreme Court jurisprudence favour an early floor test. The Governor cannot
indefinitely replace a legislative confidence test with subjective assessment,
and gubernatorial decisions are not wholly beyond judicial review.
More facts to remember:
Revise S.R. Bommai for floor-test/federalism principles and Nabam Rebia for
limits on gubernatorial discretion. Sarkaria and Punchhi Commissions also
discuss appointment conventions in hung Houses.
Source cue: Constitution / Supreme Court jurisprudence
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Q32. Agni missile with multiple warheads
Consider the following statements:
1. MIRV stands for Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicles.

2. A MIRV-equipped missile can release multiple re-entry vehicles that can be
directed at separate target points.

3. MIRV technology is identical to a conventional cluster bomb because both
disperse submunitions at low altitude.

4. MIRV capability can complicate missile-defence planning by increasing the
number of incoming re-entry vehicles.

5. Re-entry vehicles must withstand intense aerodynamic heating during
atmospheric re-entry.

6. Every missile carrying more than one warhead is necessarily an
intercontinental ballistic missile.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A. 1,2, 3and 4 only
B. 1,2, 3and 5 only
C.1,2,4and 6 only
D.1,2,4and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
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Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. MIRV is a strategic ballistic-missile
technology involving multiple independently targetable re-entry vehicles. It
differs fundamentally from cluster munitions. Re-entry imposes severe thermal
and aerodynamic loads. Statement 6 is incorrect because MIRV is a payload
architecture and does not by itself determine missile range classification.

More facts to remember:

India previously demonstrated MIRV technology through Mission Divyastra
on Agni-5 in 2024. For prelims, distinguish MIRV from MRV (multiple re-
entry vehicles without the same independent targeting capability).

Source cue: DRDO / strategic-missile reporting
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Q33. Tiger sighted in Arunachal wildlife sanctuary
Consider the following statements:
1. An adult Royal Bengal tiger was camera-trapped in D'Ering Memorial
Wildlife Sanctuary near Pasighat in 2026 after a gap of roughly two decades.
2. Camera traps are a non-invasive tool widely used in monitoring elusive
large mammals.
3. The sighting by itself proves that the sanctuary contains a large, self-
sustaining breeding population of tigers.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. land 2 only

B. 1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only
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D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The 2026 camera-trap record from D'Ering
Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary was significant because confirmed tiger
evidence had been absent for about two decades. However, a single
photographic record does not by itself establish population size, residency or
successful breeding, so statement 3 is incorrect.
More facts to remember:
The sanctuary is in Arunachal Pradesh near Pasighat. Camera-trap occupancy,
individual identification, prey surveys and genetic evidence can be combined
for stronger population inference. The landscape also supports other
threatened fauna.
Source cue: Arunachal wildlife reporting / camera-trap survey
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Q34. India’s first Orbital Data Centre satellite

Consider the following statements:

1. An orbital data-centre satellite aims to carry computing hardware in space
for data processing and Al workloads.

2. Such systems can be useful where satellites generate large volumes of data
that are expensive to downlink in raw form.

3. Solar power availability in orbit means energy-storage systems are
unnecessary.

4. Radiation-induced single-event effects are a design consideration for
spaceborne electronics.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
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A. 1, 2and 3 only

B. 1,2 and 4 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. Orbital computing can process imagery or
other sensor data before transmission, improving bandwidth efficiency for
selected applications. Statement 3 is incorrect because satellites experience
eclipse periods and variable load conditions; energy storage and power-
management remain essential. Radiation effects are a major reliability issue.
More facts to remember:
Do not assume all orbital computing lowers end-user latency; ground-station
geometry, inter-satellite links, processing architecture and mission design
matter. Thermal rejection in vacuum occurs mainly through radiation, not
convection.
Source cue: Pixxel / Sarvam Al
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Q35. India-Trinidad and Tobago

Consider the following statements:

1. Trinidad and Tobago is a Caribbean island country.
2. Its capital is Port of Spain.
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3. It has a significant population of Indian origin linked to historical
indentured migration.
4. Trinidad and Tobago is located in the South Pacific Ocean east of New
Zealand.
5. It is a member of CARICOM.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 4and5only

C.1,2,3and5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. Trinidad and Tobago lies in the southern
Caribbean, close to Venezuela. It has deep people-to-people links with India
through the descendants of indentured labourers. The country is a member of
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). Statement 4 is geographically
incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Map revision: Trinidad is the larger island; Tobago lies to its northeast.
CARICOM is a regional Caribbean grouping. India engages Caribbean states
through diaspora, development partnership, energy and multilateral
cooperation.
Source cue: MEA / Trinidad and Tobago background
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Q36. One Case One Data and Su Sahay

Consider the following statements:

1. The 'One Case One Data' initiative seeks a more integrated case-
management ecosystem across levels of the Indian judiciary.

2. Use of the CNR/case identifiers can facilitate data integration across court
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systems.
3. Su Sahay is an Al-enabled assistance chatbot associated with the Supreme
Court's digital services.
4. Su Sahay was designed to replace judges in adjudicating pending
constitutional cases.
5. The chatbot was developed with involvement of the National Informatics
Centre and the Supreme Court Registry.
6. Digital court initiatives eliminate the need for procedural safeguards
concerning privacy, accuracy and accessibility.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3and 4 only

B. 1, 2,3and 6 only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 2,3and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. 'One Case One Data' is aimed at
integrated judicial data management, while Su Sahay provides Al-enabled
assistance/access to court-related information and services. It does not
adjudicate cases. Digitisation also creates governance obligations around
privacy, cybersecurity, accessibility and data quality.
More facts to remember:
e-Courts revision: CNR is a unique case number used in the district-court
ecosystem. Digital tools can improve search and interoperability but cannot
substitute constitutionally vested judicial decision-making.
Source cue: Supreme Court / NIC / judicial digitalisation reporting
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Q37. IMD block-level monsoon forecast model

Consider the following statements:

1. Bharat Forecast System operates at roughly 6-km horizontal resolution
using a TCo dynamical grid.

2. Higher model resolution can improve representation of terrain and local
weather processes relevant to district/block-level guidance.
3. BharatFS is a purely statistical model that does not numerically simulate
atmospheric dynamics.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1land 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. BharatFS is a high-resolution numerical
weather-prediction system based on a dynamical grid and can generate
detailed guidance useful for district and block scales. Statement 3 is incorrect
because it is not merely a statistical seasonal-correlation model; it numerically
models atmospheric evolution.
More facts to remember:
Important institutions: IMD, IITM-Pune and NCMRWEF operate within the
Ministry of Earth Sciences ecosystem. Supercomputers Arka and Arunika
support advanced forecasting. Weather forecast is not the same as climate
projection.
Source cue: Ministry of Earth Sciences / PIB
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Q38. PM SHRI Schools
Consider the following statements:

1. PM SHRI is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme to strengthen selected existing
schools as exemplar schools aligned with NEP 2020.
2. The scheme envisages more than 14,000 schools across the country.
3. PM SHRI is designed only to construct new private schools and does not
cover government schools.
4. Green-school features, experiential learning and technology-enabled
education are among the scheme's themes.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 3 only

B. 1,2 and 4 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. PM SHRI (PM Schools for Rising India)
upgrades selected existing schools managed by Central/State/UT/local bodies
to demonstrate NEP 2020 implementation. It is not a private-school
construction programme. Infrastructure, pedagogy, inclusion, digital learning
and environmentally sustainable practices are part of the approach.
More facts to remember:
Scheme basics: approved in 2022; Centrally Sponsored Scheme; intended to
develop over 14,500 exemplar schools. For prelims, distinguish PM SHRI
from Samagra Shiksha and PM POSHAN.
Source cue: Ministry of Education
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Q39. HPV vaccination

Consider the following statements:

1. Human papillomavirus infection is a major cause of cervical cancer.

2. HPV vaccines are preventive vaccines and do not serve as a treatment that
reliably clears established cervical cancer.

3. India launched a nationwide HPV-vaccination initiative for eligible
adolescent girls in 2026.

4. HPV is a bacterium and is treated by routine antibacterial vaccination.

5. High-risk HPV types such as 16 and 18 are strongly associated with
cervical cancer.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2,3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 4and5only

C.1,2,3and5only

D. 1, 3,4 and 5 only
Answer: C —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. Persistent infection with high-risk HPV is
the principal causal factor for most cervical cancers. Vaccination works best
before exposure and is preventive, not a cure for established malignancy. HPV
is a virus, making statement 4 incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Public-health revision: cervical-cancer control combines vaccination,
screening and timely treatment of precancerous lesions. A vaccine
programme's dose schedule depends on age, product and national
recommendations.
Source cue: Ministry of Health / PIB / WHO
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Q40. AI-GIS enabled Kartavya/ KAAMS app

Consider the following statements:

1. KAAMS refers to Karnataka's digital attendance-management initiative for
government personnel.

2. GIS/geofencing can be used to verify whether attendance is marked from an
authorised location.
3. Digital attendance systems can generate administrative data for workforce
monitoring.
4. Such an app automatically alters the constitutional status of government
employees.
5. Use of location and biometric/identity-linked data raises privacy and data-
security considerations.
6. GIS stands for General Internet Security and has no connection with spatial
location data.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 6 only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 2,3and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. KAAMS is part of Karnataka's effort to
digitise attendance and improve administrative accountability. GIS means
Geographic Information System, so statement 6 is incorrect. Digital
monitoring can improve verification but must still comply with legal and
security safeguards; it does not change service status by itself.
More facts to remember:
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Governance angle: geofencing, audit trails, device authentication,
consent/notice, data minimisation and grievance redressal are important design
issues in digital public administration.

Source cue: Karnataka Centre for e-Governance / State reporting
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Q41. Worker Population Ratio has climbed since 2022
Consider the following statements:

1. Worker Population Ratio (WPR) is the percentage of the population that is
employed.
2. Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) includes both employed persons
and persons seeking/available for work, subject to the survey definition.
3. Arise in WPR necessarily proves that all jobs created are formal, high-
wage jobs.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1land 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1only
Answer: A—1and 2 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 2 are correct. WPR measures the employed share of the
relevant population. LFPR is broader because it includes workers plus
unemployed persons who are in the labour force. Statement 3 is incorrect:
WPR says nothing by itself about job quality, wages, formality, hours worked
or productivity.
More facts to remember:
PLFS revision: Unemployment Rate = unemployed persons as a percentage of
labour force. Always check the reference age group and status concept (usual
status/current weekly status/current daily status) before comparing labour
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indicators.
Source cue: MoSPI / Periodic Labour Force Survey
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Q42. India-Oman FTA/CEPA

Consider the following statements:

1. India and Oman concluded a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement covering trade in goods and broader economic disciplines.

2. A CEPA can include services, investment facilitation, professional mobility
and regulatory cooperation in addition to tariff commitments.

3. Oman is located on the Arabian Peninsula and overlooks the approaches to
the Strait of Hormuz through Musandam.

4. India-Oman CEPA converts the two countries into a customs union with a
common external tariff against all third countries.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2, 3and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. CEPA is a broad preferential trade
agreement, not a customs union. A customs union would require a common
external tariff, which the India-Oman agreement does not create. Oman's
geography gives it strategic relevance near the Strait of Hormuz.
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More facts to remember:

Trade-agreement ladder: PTA < FTA (substantial tariff liberalisation) <
customs union (common external tariff) < common market (factor mobility) <
economic union (deeper policy integration). Real agreements vary, but this
ladder is useful for prelims.

Source cue: Ministry of Commerce / MEA
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Q43. Bhoo Guarantee

Consider the following statements:

1. Karnataka's Bhoo Guarantee has been linked to digitised property records
and simplified Khata-related services in Bengaluru.

2. It includes a time-bound window for eligible B-Khata properties to seek
conversion to A-Khata at a concessional charge based on guidance value.

3. A Khata by itself is a conclusive judicial declaration of title that cures every
defect in the underlying property.
4. The initiative has been associated with the 'Nanna Khata, Nanna Hakku'
campaign.
5. Khata is closely connected with municipal property assessment and taxation
records.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1,2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and5only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
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Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. The Bhoo Guarantee focuses on property-
record regularisation/digitisation and Khata services. Statement 3 is an
important legal trap: a municipal Khata is a property-account/assessment
record and does not by itself cure all title or planning defects or replace a
registered conveyance and due diligence.

More facts to remember:

KAS revision: guidance value is a government-notified benchmark used in
property registration/stamp-duty contexts. Separate concepts: title deed,
encumbrance certificate, Khata, building-plan approval, conversion order and
property-tax receipt.

Source cue: Karnataka / Greater Bengaluru property-reform reporting
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Q44. e-Khatas

Consider the following statements:

1. An e-Khata is the electronic form of a municipal Khata/property-account
record.

2. Digital Khata systems can aid tax administration, property identification
and transaction workflows.

3. Possession of an e-Khata eliminates the need to verify title documents,
encumbrances and statutory approvals before purchasing property.

4. Digitisation can improve auditability but does not automatically guarantee
correctness of legacy land records.

5. Khata-related services fall within urban local/property administration rather
than monetary policy.
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6. An e-Khata is issued by the Reserve Bank of India as proof of property
ownership.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2 3and 4 only

B.1,2,3and 5 only

C.1,2,4and 6 only

D. 1, 2,4 and5 only
Answer: D —1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. e-Khata digitises the municipal property
account, improving service delivery and tax administration. It is not a
substitute for legal title verification, and it is not an RBI document. Errors in
source records can migrate into digital systems unless corrected through due
process.
More facts to remember:
Practical governance point: digitisation is most effective when property IDs,
GIS maps, tax databases, registration records and grievance mechanisms are
interoperable.
Source cue: Greater Bengaluru Authority / municipal property systems

3,0

ABIHRD)..
5. 5030 AOWORNI AN SNT B PLON/E3R), BSBPIT, ACDLS,
FBEAITOR) 3T €9¢) .
6. Y-030e33, RBI €32, e350¢T 3, ) T0a30350N BRTBAII .
RO BELTALE). 03305333 FOIIONES?

. 1,2,3303), 43503,
2. 1,2,303), 53503,
2.1,2,4303), 633503,
8.1, 2,403, 53503
3T B —1,2 43, 503
RV
BRPTINSD 1, 2, 4 203, 5 ADONS. B-203F0 SNT A LLOD
AOROD €33, 9393 €930, B32EITORIZ T 23908 Aedo )3T
D3, 30N BSBPLI AIPODRIBE. €9TI) FOTRTIWT, 390 T I,
TOACOIN BOIOEODNEI).; RBI T300E3 BRTB €9€) . 2300
oDSNF) Bad BRECRNE) DONIOAOT &jB)03) NPT
3T T3 32235 535e3A, N eMOECAIAWTCIT.
ROCE N SIS ATV ICTT 523,80 e903NeD:
BREICTTED 93253 200N €32, THTIB) ROBsND, GIS
SN, 30N B39,03 FOMBRYD, SLCOTIER WODESTH 03y,
ONTRTI WsesAx, NP BTA,3 BOR,TC TOODE RO 56
BRODT LI LSNTLICH.
DR A EFT: M)CEIT? e30NERI) 09y F2T | DT ALLLAD
AOA,CN) €35 63560, TS

Q45. Gram Panchayat-level Climate Action Plan

Consider the following statements:

1. Karnataka has moved toward preparing climate-action plans at Gram
Panchayat and urban-local-body levels.

2. Decentralised climate planning can connect local water, agriculture, waste,
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biodiversity and disaster-risk priorities with adaptation measures.
3. Gram Panchayats are constitutional institutions under Part 1X of the
Constitution.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1, 2and 3 only

B. 1and 2 only

C.1land 3 only

D. 2 and 3 only
Answer: A— 1,2 and 3 only
Explanation:
All three statements are correct. Karnataka's initiative seeks to push climate
accountability and planning to local bodies. Part IX constitutionalises
Panchayats, and the Eleventh Schedule contains multiple subjects—water
management, social forestry, minor irrigation, rural housing and others—that
are closely related to climate resilience.
More facts to remember:
Important distinction: a local climate action plan is a planning/governance
instrument; it does not by itself amend the Constitution or automatically create
new taxation powers. Effective plans require local data, finance, capacity and
integration with Gram Panchayat Development Plans.
Source cue: Karnataka climate-action reporting / Part IX
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Q46. India back on EU approved list for aquaculture exports
Consider the following statements:
1. The EU's revised draft list in May 2026 included India for continued export
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of aquaculture products to the European market.
2. The issue relates to sanitary, residue-control and food-safety compliance
rather than merely customs tariffs.
3. MPEDA and the Export Inspection Council are important Indian
institutions in seafood export promotion and compliance.
4. Being on an EU approval list means every individual consignment is
exempt from all food-safety checks.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. The EU listing issue concerned continued
eligibility and regulatory compliance for animal-origin/aquaculture products.
India highlighted residue-control, surveillance and testing systems. Statement
4 is incorrect: country/establishment eligibility does not abolish border checks,
certification or compliance obligations.
More facts to remember:
SPS measures under the WTO concern food safety and animal/plant health.
Distinguish SPS measures from TBT measures and ordinary tariffs. Seafood
exports also involve traceability, antibiotic-residue and hygiene standards.
Source cue: PIB / Ministry of Commerce
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Q47. CBI Al verification system ABHAY
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Consider the following statements:
1. ABHAY is an Al-enabled CBI initiative intended to help citizens verify the
authenticity of purported CBI notices.
2. It was launched in the context of scams in which criminals impersonate
law-enforcement agencies.
3. The expression 'digital arrest' describes a standard legal power under the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita permitting police to confine a person
indefinitely over a video call.
4. Notice-verification tools can reduce fraud but citizens should still use
official contact channels and cybercrime reporting mechanisms when
suspicious.
5. Al-based document verification can compare uploaded notice features with
agency records/templates.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 5 only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 3,4and5only
Answer: C—1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. ABHAY was launched to counter
impersonation and fake-notice fraud. 'Digital arrest' is a scam expression, not a
lawful procedure by which an agency keeps a person confined on a video call,
making statement 3 incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Cyber-safety: do not transfer money to 'clear' an investigation, verify through
official websites/telephone numbers, and report cyber fraud promptly through
official cybercrime channels. Al tools assist verification but are not substitutes
for due process.
Source cue: CBI/PIB
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Q48. Nanna e-Khata, Nanna Hakku
Consider the following statements:
1. 'Nanna e-Khata, Nanna Hakku' is a Bengaluru-focused campaign to
facilitate citizens' access to e-Khata services.
2. The campaign has included assistance/grievance-redressal activities such as
open-house camps.
3. Itis primarily a rural employment guarantee programme administered under
MGNREGA.
4. Itis linked to the broader Bhoo Guarantee property-record initiative.
5. The campaign aims to reduce friction in municipal property documentation
and tax-related services.
6. An e-Khata automatically legalises any unauthorised construction
irrespective of planning law.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 5 only

C.1,2,4and 6 only

D.1,2,4and5 only
Answer: D —1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. The campaign is a property-
administration/service-delivery initiative under Bengaluru's Bhoo Guarantee
framework, not an employment programme. Statement 6 is incorrect:
municipal documentation does not automatically wipe out violations of land-
use, building or title law.
More facts to remember:
KAS link: e-governance reforms should be evaluated through service access,
transparency, interoperability, corruption reduction and grievance resolution—
not merely digitisation of forms.
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Source cue: Greater Bengaluru / Karnataka property-administration reporting
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Q49. Nordic Nations
Consider the following statements:

1. The five Nordic countries are Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden.
2. All five Nordic countries are members of the European Union.
3. India and the Nordic countries cooperate in areas including green transition,
innovation, maritime issues and digital technologies.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1land 3 only

B. 1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only
Answer: A—1 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Norway and Iceland are not members of the
European Union, so statement 2 is incorrect. The India-Nordic format has
developed around sustainability, innovation, trade, technology and global-
governance issues.
More facts to remember:
Do not confuse 'Nordic' with 'Scandinavian'. In the narrower
geographic/cultural usage, Scandinavia usually refers to Denmark, Norway
and Sweden, while the Nordic grouping includes Finland and Iceland as well.
Source cue: MEA / Nordic governments
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Q50. SHANTI Act
Consider the following statements:

1. The SHANTI Act, 2025 provides a new legal framework for the promotion,
regulation and safe utilisation of nuclear energy and ionising radiation in
India.
2. It permits private-sector participation in specified nuclear
facilities/activities subject to Central licensing and safety authorisation.
3. The Act dispenses with nuclear-safety regulation because private
investment is expected to self-regulate.
4. The framework contains provisions dealing with civil liability for nuclear
damage.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 3 only

B. 1,2 and 4 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 4 are correct. The SHANTI Act received Presidential
assent in December 2025 and allows licensed private participation while
retaining regulatory, safety, security and safeguards requirements. Statement 3
is incorrect: the Act specifically contemplates safety authorisation and
institutional enforcement.
More facts to remember:
According to DAE's 2026 parliamentary replies, implementation requires
rules/regulations and institutional mechanisms. The Act also restructures the
nuclear legal framework and uses graded liability provisions. Nuclear
regulation remains distinct from ordinary industrial licensing.
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Source cue: Department of Atomic Energy / PIB
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Q51. Record power demand of 260.45 GW

Consider the following statements:

1. A peak power-demand figure expressed in gigawatts (GW) measures
instantaneous power demand, not total energy consumed over a day.

2. Electrical energy consumption over time is commonly measured in units
such as kilowatt-hours or gigawatt-hours.

3. Heat waves can increase peak electricity demand through higher cooling
loads.
4. A record peak demand necessarily means that every region of the country
experienced a power shortage at that moment.
5. Grid operators must continuously balance generation and demand to
maintain system frequency and stability.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3and 4 only

B.1,2,4and5only

C.1,2,3and 5 only

D. 1, 3,4and 5 only
Answer: C—1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. GW is a unit of power, while GWh/kWh
are units of energy. High temperatures often push air-conditioning loads and
can create new system peaks. Statement 4 is incorrect: a high demand peak
does not by itself reveal whether supply was adequate or whether all regions
faced shortages.
More facts to remember:
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Energy = Power x Time. Also distinguish installed capacity, available
capacity, peak demand met, energy requirement and energy supplied.
Renewable variability increases the value of storage, flexible generation and
transmission.

Source cue: Power-system data / Ministry of Power
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Q52. Taiwan Travelogue - International Booker Prize 2026

Consider the following statements:

1. 'Taiwan Travelogue' won the International Booker Prize 2026.

2. The novel is by Yang Shuang-zi and was translated into English by Lin
King.

3. The International Booker Prize recognises a book translated into English

and published in the UK or Ireland, with the prize shared between author and
translator.

4. The prize is restricted to books originally written in English by British
citizens.

5. Translation is central to the International Booker format.
6. Taiwan Travelogue' was originally written in Japanese and has no
connection with Taiwan's colonial history.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1, 2, 3and 4 only
B. 1,2, 3and 6 only
C.1,2,4and5only
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D. 1, 2,3and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. "Taiwan Travelogue' won the 2026
International Booker; Yang Shuang-zi is the author and Lin King the English
translator. The International Booker specifically celebrates translated fiction,
unlike the statement in 4. The novel is rooted in Taiwanese history, including
the Japanese colonial era, so statement 6 is incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Booker distinction: the Booker Prize is for eligible English-language fiction;
the International Booker is for translated fiction with equal recognition of
author and translator.
Source cue: The Booker Prizes
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Q53. Karnataka notifies minimum wages
Consider the following statements:

1. Minimum-wage notifications may differentiate rates by skill category and
geographical zone.

2. A minimum wage is a statutory wage floor and is conceptually distinct from
a collectively bargained wage above that floor.

3. Dearness/VDA components may be used in wage notifications to respond
to changes in cost of living.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 3 only
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B. 1and 2 only

C.1and 3 only

D. 2 and 3 only
Answer: A—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
All three statements are correct. Karnataka's 2026 wage notification used zonal
and skill-category differentiation. Minimum wages are statutory floors,
whereas actual wages may be higher through market conditions or collective
bargaining. Variable Dearness Allowance is commonly linked to price indices
in wage fixation.
More facts to remember:
Labour-law revision: wage policy intersects with the Code on Wages
framework, scheduled employments under the older regime, skill classification
and enforcement. Always check the effective date and whether figures include
basic wage plus VDA.
Source cue: Karnataka Labour Department / compliance reporting
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Q54. Birth rate and infant death rate fall in India
Consider the following statements:
1. The Sample Registration System (SRS) is run by the Office of the Registrar

General of India and provides demographic indicators such as birth rate and
infant mortality rate.

2. Crude Birth Rate is generally expressed as live births per 1,000 population
in a year.

3. Infant Mortality Rate is deaths of children under one year of age per 1,000
live births.

4. A decline in birth rate necessarily means that the total population has begun
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to decline immediately.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 4 only

B. 1, 2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. SRS is a major demographic data system of
the Registrar General of India. CBR and IMR use different denominators:
population versus live births. Statement 4 is incorrect because population
growth also depends on the existing age structure, death rates and migration;
demographic momentum can continue even after fertility falls.
More facts to remember:
Also revise Total Fertility Rate (average number of children per woman under
current age-specific fertility rates), Neonatal Mortality Rate (deaths in first 28
days per 1,000 live births) and Under-5 Mortality Rate.
Source cue: Registrar General of India / SRS
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Q55. Infant and under-five mortality in Karnataka

Consider the following statements:

1. Infant Mortality Rate covers deaths before completion of one year of age.
2. Under-Five Mortality Rate includes deaths from birth until the fifth
birthday and therefore covers a wider age span than IMR.

3. Karnataka's 2024 SRS data reported a one-point rise in both IMR and
under-five mortality compared with the previous year.
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4. A one-year increase in an indicator by itself proves a permanent long-term
deterioration in child health.
5. Mortality indicators are influenced by neonatal care, maternal health,
nutrition, infections, sanitation and access to timely treatment.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1,2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 4and5only

C.1,2,3and5only

D. 1, 3,4and 5 only
Answer: C—1, 2,3 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. IMR and U5MR are standard child-
survival indicators with different age coverage. The uploaded May 2026 topic
records a one-point rise in both IMR and under-five mortality in Karnataka. A
single-year movement should still be interpreted alongside longer time series
and data quality, so statement 4 is incorrect.
More facts to remember:
High-yield distinction: Neonatal mortality is a subset of infant mortality and is
often strongly linked to prematurity, birth complications and infections. Post-
neonatal mortality is from 28 days to under one year.
Source cue: SRS / Karnataka health reporting
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Q56. Malabar Tree Toad - State Amphibian
Consider the following statements:
1. The Malabar Tree Toad is endemic to the Western Ghats.
2. It is an arboreal amphibian and belongs to the toad family Bufonidae.
3. Karnataka moved to recognise the Malabar Tree Toad as its State
Amphibian.
4. Endemic means that a species is naturally restricted to a particular
geographic region.
5. Amphibians are generally useful bioindicators because of their permeable
skin and sensitivity to environmental change.
6. The species is a marine reptile found primarily in coral reefs.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1, 2, 3 4and 6 only
B.1,2,3,5and 6 only
C.1,2,4,5and 6 only
D.1,2,3,4and5only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 are correct. The Malabar Tree Toad (Pedostibes
tuberculosus) is a Western Ghats endemic amphibian with arboreal habits.
Amphibians can be sensitive indicators of habitat and water-quality change.
Statement 6 is incorrect because it is neither a reptile nor marine.
More facts to remember:
Western Ghats revision: endemism is high because of long climatic stability,

topographic isolation and varied microhabitats. Amphibians face habitat loss,

pollution, disease and climate stress.
Source cue: Karnataka wildlife reporting
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Q57. Agni-1 ballistic missile
Consider the following statements:

1. Agni-1 is classified as a short-range ballistic missile.
2. Its May 2026 test launch was conducted from the Integrated Test Range at
Chandipur, Odisha under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command.
3. A ballistic missile follows a substantial unpowered ballistic trajectory after
the boost phase.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 3 only

B. 1and 2 only

C.1and 3 only

D. 2 and 3 only
Answer: A—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
All three statements are correct. The Ministry of Defence described Agni-1 as
a Short Range Ballistic Missile and said the May 22, 2026 test validated
operational and technical parameters under the Strategic Forces Command.
Ballistic missiles differ from cruise missiles in flight profile and propulsion
pattern.
More facts to remember:
Defence revision: Strategic Forces Command handles operational aspects of
India's nuclear-capable strategic forces. Chandipur and APJ Abdul Kalam
Island are important missile-test locations in Odisha.
Source cue: PIB / Ministry of Defence
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Q58. WHA marks stroke as a public-health priority

Consider the following statements:

1. The World Health Assembly is the decision-making body of the World
Health Organization.

2. In 2026 the WHA adopted its first resolution dedicated specifically to
reducing the burden of stroke.
3. Stroke can be caused by interruption of blood flow to the brain or by
intracranial bleeding.
4. Rapid recognition and acute care are important because treatment options
can be time-sensitive.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 3 only

B. 1,2, 3and 4 only

C.1,2and 4 only

D. 1,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2, 3and 4 only
Explanation:
All four statements are correct. The 2026 WHA resolution elevated stroke as a
global public-health priority and emphasised prevention, acute care,
rehabilitation and health-system readiness. Stroke includes ischaemic and
haemorrhagic forms; quick diagnosis is critical because some interventions
have narrow therapeutic windows.
More facts to remember:
Risk factors include hypertension, tobacco use, diabetes, atrial fibrillation,
dyslipidaemia and inactivity. FAST (Face, Arm, Speech, Time) is a common
public-awareness mnemonic for stroke warning signs.
Source cue: World Health Organization / WHA
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Q59. BCCl and RTI

Consider the following statements:

1. Section 2(h) of the RTI Act defines 'public authority' using criteria such as
constitutional/statutory creation, government notification and substantial
financing/control concepts.

2. In May 2026, the Central Information Commission held that BCCI is not a
‘public authority' under the RTI Act.

3. The 2026 CIC view reversed an earlier 2018 CIC position that had treated
BCCI as a public authority.
4. The CIC's 2026 decision amended the Constitution to remove cricket
administration from judicial review.
5. Being a body performing functions of public interest does not automatically
satisfy every statutory condition in Section 2(h).
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1 2 3and 4 only

B.1,2,4and 5 only

C.1,2,3and 5 only

D. 1, 3,4and 5 only
Answer: C—1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. The CIC's 2026 order held BCCI outside
the RTI Act's public-authority definition and departed from an earlier CIC
view. Statement 4 is incorrect: a CIC decision interprets the RTI statute in a
particular case; it does not amend the Constitution or eliminate judicial review.
More facts to remember:
Prelims point: RTI applicability turns on the statutory definition of public

)3, 59. BCCl & 3), :redo 8 @B, TOO,,
FENS BCPINF ), BONEI:

1. RTI 3003030 TO0 2(h) “RoRBELRT DQTOT S,
ROV T/TOAIWE, BB, ATOE TV LIPARWS 03I,
NEdLO BEITORI/AONOIED 2NI0ITOT eI OWBNP ),
WFRI 3.

2. 3N 20263€) FCOT) 350208 e303,0¢Me3) BCCI RTI To03),030
e9GONE). “AIWE BT DYPTOT” €9€) DOT 3Ca0E DAID.
3. 20263 CIC ey, BCCIOHRD, AESE )T &9pTOT edOTI)
BONEIAC, 20183 CIC deeIR dTITI 230N,
4. 20263 CIC D70 Teg) ROe)R3e33), ST W a3008 3)TE3°
e3T3P 32330, DO5033007 TWOAEOIAN 0T 3RTTOE3).
5. ADESE )T 0ITOA T, TOODE Qa3 GoRIHTE TO 2(h)OD e,
TOARST, BV BN FRT;ARD,E3,e3 DOTWTER)..
ST BALFINY) Ooed)ed) FDOTNI?

®. 1, 2,303, 4 3003,
2. 1,2,4303), 53903
2.1,2,3303), 53003
8. 1,3,4303), 53903
N3 0: A —1,2, 3303 503,
)TV
BPTINS) 1, 2, 3203, 5 ADONS. CIC 2026 e3t3¢Z BCCIONI),




ENGLISH

authority, not merely the social importance of the body's function. CIC is the
apex information commission for Central public authorities.
Source cue: CIC / Indian Express legal reporting
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Q60. Extension of RTE benefit up to Class 10 for SC/ST
Consider the following statements:

1. Article 21A guarantees free and compulsory education to children in the
age group of six to fourteen years in the manner determined by law.

2. The central Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act
principally covers elementary education up to Class VIII.
3. Karnataka announced an extension of the RTE-quota benefit for eligible
SC/ST students up to Class X.
4. A State-level extension of benefits to Classes 1X-X automatically changes
the text of Article 21A for the whole of India.
5. States may design additional educational-support measures beyond the
constitutional minimum framework, subject to law and competence.
6. The 25% RTE entry-level reservation is a reservation in all universities and
postgraduate institutions.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1,2, 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 6 only

C.1,2,4and5only

D. 1, 2,3and 5 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3and 5 only
Explanation:
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Statements 1, 2, 3 and 5 are correct. Article 21A and the central RTE Act
focus on children aged 6-14/elementary education. Karnataka's policy
extension for SC/ST students is an additional State measure; it does not amend
the Constitution nationwide. Statement 6 is incorrect because the RTE 25%
provision concerns entry-level admissions in specified schools, not
universities.

More facts to remember:

RTE revision: Article 21A was inserted by the 86th Constitutional
Amendment. Article 45 was recast toward early childhood care and education
for children below six years.

Source cue: Karnataka education reporting / Constitution
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Q61. UCC will not apply to Scheduled Tribes
Consider the following statements:

1. Article 44 places the Uniform Civil Code among the Directive Principles of
State Policy.

2. A State UCC law may contain statutory exemptions for specified tribal
communities.
3. Exempting Scheduled Tribes from a particular State UCC automatically
removes them from the Scheduled Tribes list under Article 342.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. land 2 only

B. 1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D. 1 only

&3, 61. UCCONOT BDIR,, IonBRPnR Dol
TENS BLPINF ), BONEI:

1. QAR 44 HTCRT VNDT F030D, To%s IS DTWCE ST
33, 0N S LDRIZT.

2. D050 UCC TSR DE R, 200TWTE,, AT ODNR
TOAIWE, edVIONSNF I, LBNAWTIID.
3. ADER, D050 UCCANOT BOIR,, WONBNRPNR D0
QERTIT €930 IR 3423 9B ODC). BOVDR,, WONBAY TE3,ADI0T3
2.,0300230¢) 330N BRTMILONITVT.
DT BALINYS). Ooed)ed) FDOINI?

2. 1503), 2 3503,




ENGLISH

Answer: A—1and 2 only

Explanation:

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Article 44 is a DPSP urging the State to
endeavour to secure a uniform civil code. A legislature may design
exemptions within a UCC statute, including for protected tribal customary-law
contexts. Statement 3 is incorrect: Scheduled Tribe status under Article 342 is
a separate constitutional matter.

More facts to remember:

For prelims, connect UCC debates with Entry 5 of the Concurrent List
(marriage, divorce, adoption, succession, etc.), Articles 25-28 on religious
freedom and special constitutional protections for tribal/customary systems in
some regions.

Source cue: Constitution / Assam UCC reporting
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Q62. Assam UCC Bill and ban on polygamy

Consider the following statements:

1. Assam's 2026 UCC Bill proposed a common framework for non-tribal
residents in matters including marriage and related personal-law issues.

2. The Bill proposed prohibition of polygamy within its covered population.
3. It proposed registration requirements for live-in relationships.

4. The Bill applied without exception to every Scheduled Tribe community in
Assam.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1,2and 4 only
B. 1,2 and 3 only
C.1,3and 4 only
D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
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Explanation:

Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. The 2026 Assam UCC proposal included a
ban on polygamy and regulation/registration of live-in relationships, while
tribal communities were exempted from the framework. Statement 4 is
therefore incorrect.

More facts to remember:

Constitutional angle: marriage, divorce, adoption and succession fall under
Concurrent List Entry 5, allowing both Parliament and States to legislate
subject to repugnancy rules under Article 254. A UCC is distinct from
criminal law, though non-compliance can carry statutory penalties.

Source cue: Assam UCC reporting / constitutional framework
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Q63. BWSSB National Al and Digital Water Summit
Consider the following statements:
1. BWSSB stands for Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board.

2. Bengaluru hosted the first National Al and Digital Water Summit in 2026
with BWSSB as a key organiser.
3. Al and digital water systems can be used for leak detection, demand
forecasting and reduction of non-revenue water.
4. SCADA and smart metering are examples of digital technologies relevant
to urban water utilities.
5. Non-revenue water refers only to bottled water sold without GST.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2, 3and5only

B. 1,2, 4and5only
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C.1,2,3and 4 only

D. 1, 3,4 and 5 only
Answer: C—1, 2, 3and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 are correct. The summit focused on applying Al, data
and digital infrastructure to urban water management. Non-revenue water is
treated water that is produced but does not generate billed revenue because of
physical losses, unauthorised consumption, meter errors or other commercial
losses; statement 5 is incorrect.
More facts to remember:
Urban-water revision: digital twins, pressure management, district metered
areas, SCADA, smart meters and predictive maintenance can improve
efficiency, but data quality and cybersecurity are critical.
Source cue: BWSSB /2026 summit reporting
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Q64. Rajya Sabha defections

Consider the following statements:

1. The Tenth Schedule’s anti-defection provisions apply to members of both
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.

2. For a Rajya Sabha member, questions of disqualification under the Tenth
Schedule are decided by the Chairman, subject to judicial review.

3. An independent member who joins a political party after election can attract
disqualification under the Tenth Schedule.

4. A nominated member may join a political party within six months of taking
the seat without attracting disqualification on that ground.
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5. The 'split’ exception requiring one-third of legislators continues to be a
valid defence after the 91st Constitutional Amendment.
6. A merger defence generally requires at least two-thirds of the members of
the legislature party concerned.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1,2 3, 4and 5 only

B.1,2,3,5and 6 only

C.1,2,4,5and 6 only

D. 1, 2,3,4and 6 only
Answer: D —1, 2, 3,4 and 6 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are correct. The 91st Amendment removed the one-
third 'split' exception. The merger exception now requires not less than two-
thirds of members of the legislature party. For Rajya Sabha, the Chairman is
the deciding authority under the Schedule, but Kihoto Hollohan establishes
that such decisions are open to judicial review.
More facts to remember:
Also revise whip-related disqualification: voluntarily giving up party
membership and voting/abstaining contrary to party direction without
condonation are key grounds. The Tenth Schedule was inserted by the 52nd
Amendment in 1985.
Source cue: Constitution / Tenth Schedule
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Q65. New SAARTHAK PDS scheme

Consider the following statements:
1. SAARTHAK PDS is a 2026 Union initiative aimed at modernising and
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strengthening the Public Distribution System.
2. The approved outlay is about Rs 25,530 crore.
3. The scheme seeks technology-enabled transparency, tracking and improved
beneficiary service delivery.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A. 1, 2and 3 only

B. 1and 2 only

C.1and 3 only

D. 2 and 3 only
Answer: A—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
All three statements are correct. The Union Cabinet approved the
SAARTHAK PDS umbrella initiative in May 2026 with an outlay of about Rs
25,530 crore, aimed at strengthening the PDS through technology, logistics
and transparency reforms.
More facts to remember:
PDS revision: NFSA, 2013 provides statutory food-security entitlements for
priority households and Antyodaya Anna Yojana households. One Nation One
Ration Card enables portability. PDS reform themes include end-to-end
computerisation, Aadhaar seeding/authentication with safeguards, supply-
chain tracking and grievance redressal.
Source cue: Union Cabinet / food-distribution reporting
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Q66. Organised online gaming under GST
Consider the following statements:

1. In May 2026, the Supreme Court upheld the constitutional validity of GST
demands on organised online gaming involving stakes on uncertain outcomes
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as betting/gambling actionable claims.
2. The dispute included retrospective tax demands relating to the pre-October
2023 period.
3. After the 2023 amendments, online money gaming was specifically brought
within the 'specified actionable claims' framework for GST purposes.
4. The Court held that all digital entertainment without any monetary stake is
necessarily betting and gambling.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 4 only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.1,3and 4 only

D. 2,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct. The Supreme Court's 2026 Gameskraft
ruling upheld the tax department's position for organised online gaming
involving monetary stakes on uncertain outcomes and addressed large
retrospective demands. Statement 4 overstates the ruling: the legal issue
concerns the character of staking/monetary gaming transactions, not every
form of digital entertainment.
More facts to remember:
GST revision: actionable claims are a special category under goods/GST law;
2023 amendments specifically addressed online money gaming, casinos and
horse racing. Always distinguish tax classification from separate State
criminal/gaming regulation.
Source cue: Supreme Court of India / Gameskraft judgment
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Q67. e-Swathu integration with SVAMITVA
Consider the following statements:
1. e-Swathu is associated with digital property records in rural Karnataka.
2. SVAMITVA is a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
using drone surveys to map inhabited rural areas and issue property cards
through State mechanisms.
3. The Survey of India is a key technical partner in SVAMITVA.
4. Integrating e-Swathu and SVAMITVA can improve interoperability
between rural property databases and survey-based spatial records.
5. SVAMITVA is primarily a crop-insurance scheme for rainfed farmers.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2 3and5only

B. 1,2, 4and5only

C.1,2,3and 4 only

D. 1, 3,4and 5 only
Answer: C—1, 2, 3and 4 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 3 and 4 are correct. e-Swathu is Karnataka's rural property-
record platform, while SVAMITVA maps village abadi areas using drones and
survey technology to support property cards. Integration can reduce
duplication and improve spatial/record consistency. Statement 5 is incorrect.
More facts to remember:
SVAMITVA stands for Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised
Technology in Village Areas. It can support credit access, tax planning,
dispute reduction and Gram Panchayat asset management, though property
rights remain governed by State law.
Source cue: Ministry of Panchayati Raj / Karnataka rural-development
systems
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Q68. Coal gasification
Consider the following statements:

1. Coal gasification converts coal into a combustible synthesis gas rather than
burning the solid coal directly in a conventional boiler.
2. Syngas can contain carbon monoxide and hydrogen and can be used to
manufacture chemicals such as methanol and ammonia after further
processing.
3. Gasification by itself guarantees zero carbon dioxide emissions irrespective
of feedstock and carbon management.
4. India has promoted coal-gasification projects partly to reduce dependence
on imported feedstocks for certain chemicals and fuels.
5. Carbon capture, utilisation and storage can potentially lower the emissions
intensity of some gasification pathways.
6. Underground coal gasification and surface gasification are exactly the same
engineering process performed in the same location.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2 3and 4 only

B. 1,2, 3and 5 only

C.1,2,4and 6 only

D.1,2,4and5 only
Answer: D —1, 2,4 and 5 only
Explanation:
Statements 1, 2, 4 and 5 are correct. Gasification converts solid carbonaceous
feedstock into syngas, enabling chemical/fuel production. It does not
inherently eliminate CO2; lifecycle emissions can be high unless efficiency,
feedstock and carbon-management measures are addressed. Underground
gasification converts coal in situ, whereas surface gasification uses mined coal
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in a plant.
More facts to remember:

Prelims linkage: syngas is a platform gas for hydrogen, methanol, synthetic
natural gas and fertiliser feedstocks. Gasification differs from liquefaction and
from simple combustion.

Source cue: Ministry of Coal / gasification policy
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Q69. Karnataka maternal and child health
Consider the following statements:

1. Mandya district inaugurated a Midwifery-Led Care Unit and a maternal
human-milk bank called Shishu Sanjeevini in 2026.

2. Human-milk banks can support premature or low-birth-weight infants when
the mother's own milk is unavailable or insufficient, subject to screening and
safe processing.
3. Midwifery-led care can strengthen respectful maternity care and continuity
of support for low-risk pregnancies while ensuring referral for complications.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1,2and 3 only

B.1and 2 only

C.1and 3 only

D. 2 and 3 only
Answer: A—1, 2 and 3 only
Explanation:
All three statements are correct. The Mandya initiative combined a Midwifery-
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Led Care Unit with the Shishu Sanjeevini maternal milk bank, with the
objective of strengthening maternal and neonatal care. Donor human milk is
screened, processed and provided under clinical protocols, especially for
vulnerable newborns.

More facts to remember:

Scheme linkage for revision: JSY promotes institutional delivery; JSSK
provides free entitlements for pregnant women and sick newborns in public

facilities; PMSMA offers fixed-day antenatal care for high-risk identification;

SUMAN emphasises respectful, zero-expense maternal/newborn services;
LaQshya focuses on labour-room quality improvement.

Source cue: Mandya district / Karnataka Health reporting
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Q70. BrahMos deal with Vietnam
Consider the following statements:

1. BrahMos is a supersonic cruise missile developed through an India-Russia
joint venture.
2. The name BrahMos is derived from the Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers.
3. Vietnam became associated with an Indian BrahMos export deal in 2026,
following India’s earlier export contract with the Philippines.
4. A cruise missile remains within the atmosphere for much of its flight and
uses aerodynamic lift, unlike a classic ballistic trajectory.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1, 2and 3 only

B.1,2,3and 4 only
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C.1,2and 4 only

D. 1,3 and 4 only
Answer: B—1, 2, 3and 4 only
Explanation:
All four statements are correct. BrahMos is a high-speed cruise-missile family
produced by BrahMos Aerospace, the India-Russia joint venture. The
Philippines was the first export customer; Vietnam emerged as another major
Southeast Asian buyer in 2026. Cruise missiles follow powered aerodynamic
flight and differ from ballistic missiles in trajectory.
More facts to remember:
Defence-export angle: BrahMos variants include land-, ship- and air-launched
configurations. India is a member of the Missile Technology Control Regime
(MTCR), which is relevant to export-control discussions.
Source cue: BrahMos Aerospace / defence-export reporting
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Q.No. Ans. Q.No. Ans. Q.No. Ans. Q.No. Ans.
1 Al 2 B/ 3 Cl/& 4 D/&
S Al 6 B/ 7 Cl/& 8 D/&
9 Al 10 B/ 11 Cl/& 12 D/&
13 Al 14 B/ 15 Cl/& 16 D/&
17 Al 18 B/ 19 Cl/& 20 D/&
21 Al 22 B/ 23 Cl/& 24 D/&
25 Al 26 B/ 27 Cl/& 28 D/&




29 Al 30 B/ 31 Cl/& 32 D/&
33 Ald 34 B/2) 35 Cl/& 36 D/&
37 Aled 38 B/2d 39 Cl/& 40 D/&
41 Aled 42 B/2d 43 Cl/& 44 D/&
45 Ald 46 B/2) 47 Cl/& 48 D/&
49 Aled 50 B/2d 51 Cl/& 52 D/&
53 Ald 54 B/2) 55 Cl/& 56 D/&
S7 Al S8 B/2d 59 Cl/& 60 D/&
61 Aled 62 B/2) 63 Cl/& 64 D/&
65 Aled 66 B/2) 67 Cl/& 68 D/&
69 Aled 70 B/2d




