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Q1. NASA begins fueling rocket - Artemis II 

Consider the following statements: 

1. NASA's Artemis II mission used the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket 

and Orion spacecraft. 

2. SLS core-stage propellants include liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen. 

3. Artemis II was designed as a crewed lunar landing mission. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: NASA's Artemis II mission used the Space Launch 

System (SLS) rocket and Orion spacecraft. Statement 2 is correct: SLS core-

stage propellants include liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: Artemis II was designed as a crewed lunar landing mission. Artemis 

II was a crewed lunar flyby mission, not a lunar landing. Fueling or tanking is a 

critical launch operation because cryogenic propellants must be loaded and 

maintained at very low temperatures. 

More facts to remember: 

• Artemis II launched from Kennedy Space Center in April 2026. 

• The mission carried four astronauts and tested systems needed for later 

Artemis missions. 
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Source cue: NASA, April 2026                   /             ,      
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      : NASA, April 2026 

Q2. Courts and contempt jurisdiction 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The Supreme Court is a court of record under Article 129 of the 

Constitution. 

2. High Courts are courts of record under Article 215 and may punish for 

contempt of themselves. 

3. Contempt proceedings may be used to reopen and re-decide the merits of a 

finally settled dispute. 

4. Civil contempt generally involves wilful disobedience of a judgment, 

decree, direction, order, writ or other process of a court. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 
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Statement 1 is correct: The Supreme Court is a court of record under Article 

129 of the Constitution. Statement 2 is correct: High Courts are courts of 

record under Article 215 and may punish for contempt of themselves. 

Statement 3 is incorrect: Contempt proceedings may be used to reopen and re-

decide the merits of a finally settled dispute. Statement 4 is correct: Civil 

contempt generally involves wilful disobedience of a judgment, decree, 

direction, order, writ or other process of a court. In April 2026, the Supreme 

Court reiterated that contempt jurisdiction is primarily to secure obedience to 

binding judicial directions; it is not an appellate route to re-adjudicate settled 

merits. 

More facts to remember: 

• Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 distinguishes civil and criminal contempt. 

• Truth may be permitted as a defence when the court is satisfied that it is in 

public interest and invoked bona fide. 

Source cue: Supreme Court reports / Contempt of Courts Act, April 2026 
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Q3. Governor bound by Cabinet advice on remission 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 161 empowers a Governor to grant pardons, reprieves, respites, 

remissions or commutations in matters within the State executive sphere. 

2. The Governor ordinarily exercises Article 161 power on the aid and advice 

of the Council of Ministers. 

3. The Governor may permanently disregard a valid Cabinet recommendation 

on remission merely because the Governor disagrees with the policy choice. 

4. Clemency decisions are not completely immune from judicial review. 

5. Article 72 gives the President certain clemency powers, including in court-

martial cases. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Article 161 empowers a Governor to grant pardons, 

reprieves, respites, remissions or commutations in matters within the State 

executive sphere. Statement 2 is correct: The Governor ordinarily exercises 

Article 161 power on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers. Statement 

3 is incorrect: The Governor may permanently disregard a valid Cabinet 

recommendation on remission merely because the Governor disagrees with the 

policy choice. Statement 4 is correct: Clemency decisions are not completely 

immune from judicial review. Statement 5 is correct: Article 72 gives the 

President certain clemency powers, including in court-martial cases. A Full 

Bench of the Madras High Court in April 2026 stressed the constitutional 

position that, in remission matters under Article 161, the Governor is bound by 
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the elected government's aid and advice, subject to constitutional limits and 

judicial review. 

More facts to remember: 

• Article 72 concerns the President; Article 161 concerns the Governor. 

• Judicial review may examine mala fides, irrelevant considerations, 

arbitrariness or non-application of mind. 

Source cue: Madras High Court Full Bench, April 2026 
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Q4. Aditya-L1 data release 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Aditya-L1 is India's first dedicated space-based solar observatory mission. 

2. It operates around the Sun-Earth L1 region, enabling near-continuous 

observation of the Sun. 

3. L1 lies on the far side of the Sun and is therefore shielded from solar 
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radiation. 

4. Aditya-L1 carries both remote-sensing and in-situ payloads. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. All four 

D. Only three 

Answer: D - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Aditya-L1 is India's first dedicated space-based solar 

observatory mission. Statement 2 is correct: It operates around the Sun-Earth 

L1 region, enabling near-continuous observation of the Sun. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: L1 lies on the far side of the Sun and is therefore shielded from solar 

radiation. Statement 4 is correct: Aditya-L1 carries both remote-sensing and in-

situ payloads. ISRO opened another tranche of Aditya-L1 scientific data to the 

research community in April 2026. The L1 point is located roughly along the 

Sun-Earth line on the Sun-facing side of Earth, not behind the Sun. 

More facts to remember: 

• Aditya-L1 has seven scientific payloads. 

• The mission studies the photosphere, chromosphere, corona, solar wind and 

space-weather drivers. 

Source cue: ISRO Aditya-L1 data release, April 2026 
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•     -L1                       . 

•           ಯ ,       ಯ ,     ,       
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     . 

      : ISRO Aditya-L1 data release, April 2026 

Q5. Karnataka tops Namo Drone Didi training 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Namo Drone Didi is a Central Sector scheme aimed at providing drones to 

selected women self-help groups for agricultural services. 

2. Karnataka was reported to have the highest number of trained women SHG 

drone pilots under the programme in 2026. 

3. The scheme is designed mainly to subsidise personal recreational drones for 

individual urban consumers. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Namo Drone Didi is a Central Sector scheme aimed at 

providing drones to selected women self-help groups for agricultural services. 

Statement 2 is correct: Karnataka was reported to have the highest number of 

trained women SHG drone pilots under the programme in 2026. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: The scheme is designed mainly to subsidise personal recreational 

drones for individual urban consumers. The scheme seeks to create livelihood 

opportunities for women SHGs by enabling drone-based rental services such as 

spraying fertilisers and pesticides. It is an agriculture-rural livelihoods 
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intervention, not a consumer-drone subsidy. 

More facts to remember: 

• The programme targets 15,000 women SHGs nationally. 

• Central financial assistance can cover a large share of the drone package 

cost, subject to the scheme ceiling. 

Source cue: Namo Drone Didi scheme reports, April 2026 
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      : Namo Drone Didi scheme reports, April 2026 

Q6. Gaganyaan - Mission MITRA in Leh 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Mission MITRA was a human-spaceflight analogue study conducted in the 

high-altitude environment of Leh-Ladakh. 

2. It examined physiological and behavioural responses relevant to crewed 

spaceflight. 

3. It was a lunar sample-return mission carried out using a robotic lander. 

4. ISRO worked with the Indian Air Force's aerospace medicine ecosystem for 

the study. 
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How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Mission MITRA was a human-spaceflight analogue 

study conducted in the high-altitude environment of Leh-Ladakh. Statement 2 

is correct: It examined physiological and behavioural responses relevant to 

crewed spaceflight. Statement 3 is incorrect: It was a lunar sample-return 

mission carried out using a robotic lander. Statement 4 is correct: ISRO worked 

with the Indian Air Force's aerospace medicine ecosystem for the study. 

MITRA stands for Mapping of Interoperable Traits and Response Assessment. 

High altitude offers hypoxia, cold and isolation-related stressors useful for 

studying human performance in confined or extreme mission environments. 

More facts to remember: 

• The Leh campaign was conducted in April 2026 at about 3,500 metres 

altitude. 

• Analogue missions complement, but do not replace, actual spaceflight 

testing. 

Source cue: ISRO Mission MITRA, April 2026 
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        ;             ಯ   . 

      : ISRO Mission MITRA, April 2026 

Q7. Yettinahole Integrated Drinking Water Project 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Yettinahole is an inter-basin water transfer project of Karnataka. 

2. It seeks to divert water from west-flowing streams in the Western Ghats 

region towards water-scarce districts of south-eastern Karnataka. 

3. The project has raised questions concerning ecological impacts, hydrology, 

cost and energy requirements. 

4. It is a Central Government river-linking project implemented directly by the 

National Water Development Agency. 

5. Electricity use for pumping is an important operational cost component of 

the project. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Yettinahole is an inter-basin water transfer project of 

Karnataka. Statement 2 is correct: It seeks to divert water from west-flowing 

streams in the Western Ghats region towards water-scarce districts of south-

eastern Karnataka. Statement 3 is correct: The project has raised questions 

concerning ecological impacts, hydrology, cost and energy requirements. 

Statement 4 is incorrect: It is a Central Government river-linking project 

implemented directly by the National Water Development Agency. Statement 5 

is correct: Electricity use for pumping is an important operational cost 
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component of the project. Yettinahole is a Karnataka project intended primarily 

to augment drinking-water availability in drought-prone areas. Its design 

involves lifting and conveying water, making energy demand and 

environmental appraisal important examination dimensions. 

More facts to remember: 

• The project is associated with west-flowing tributaries in the Netravati river 

basin region. 

• Inter-basin transfers can create upstream-downstream ecological and 

livelihood trade-offs. 

Source cue: Karnataka project reports, April 2026 
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Q8. Nuclear fusion 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Nuclear fusion releases energy when light nuclei combine to form heavier 

nuclei. 

2. Deuterium-tritium fusion produces helium and a high-energy neutron. 

3. A conventional fission reactor and a fusion reactor require the same chain-

reaction control mechanism. 
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4. Tokamaks use strong magnetic fields to confine hot plasma. 

5. ITER is an international fusion experiment located in southern France, and 

India is a member. 

6. Commercial fusion power is already a major source of grid electricity in 

India. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Nuclear fusion releases energy when light nuclei 

combine to form heavier nuclei. Statement 2 is correct: Deuterium-tritium 

fusion produces helium and a high-energy neutron. Statement 3 is incorrect: A 

conventional fission reactor and a fusion reactor require the same chain-

reaction control mechanism. Statement 4 is correct: Tokamaks use strong 

magnetic fields to confine hot plasma. Statement 5 is correct: ITER is an 

international fusion experiment located in southern France, and India is a 

member. Statement 6 is incorrect: Commercial fusion power is already a major 

source of grid electricity in India. Fusion differs fundamentally from fission. 

Sustained fusion requires creating and confining extremely hot plasma long 

enough for useful net energy gain; commercial deployment remains under 

development. 

More facts to remember: 

• The Sun is powered mainly by nuclear fusion. 

• Fusion research focuses on confinement, plasma stability, materials and 

tritium-fuel-cycle challenges. 

Source cue: Fusion science / ITER current-affairs context, April 2026 
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      : Fusion science / ITER current-affairs context, April 2026 

Q9. No-cloning theorem and quantum state 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The quantum no-cloning theorem states that an arbitrary unknown quantum 

state cannot be copied perfectly. 

2. The theorem means that classical digital information also cannot be copied. 

3. Quantum teleportation transfers quantum-state information using 

entanglement and classical communication without leaving an independent 

perfect copy of the original state. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: The quantum no-cloning theorem states that an arbitrary 
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unknown quantum state cannot be copied perfectly. Statement 2 is incorrect: 

The theorem means that classical digital information also cannot be copied. 

Statement 3 is correct: Quantum teleportation transfers quantum-state 

information using entanglement and classical communication without leaving 

an independent perfect copy of the original state. No-cloning arises from the 

linear structure of quantum mechanics. It is important for quantum 

cryptography because an eavesdropper cannot make an undetectable perfect 

copy of an arbitrary quantum state. 

More facts to remember: 

• No-cloning does not prohibit copying a known classical bit string. 

• Measurement generally disturbs an unknown quantum state and cannot 

reveal its full state from a single specimen. 

Source cue: Quantum information science current-affairs context, April 2026 
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      : Quantum information science current-affairs context, April 

2026 

Q10. Mission Moon - Artemis II 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Artemis II was the first crewed mission of NASA's Orion spacecraft around 

the Moon. 
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2. The mission carried four astronauts, including a Canadian Space Agency 

astronaut. 

3. Artemis II established a permanent inhabited base on the lunar south pole. 

4. The mission was intended to validate crewed deep-space systems before 

later lunar-landing missions. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Artemis II was the first crewed mission of NASA's 

Orion spacecraft around the Moon. Statement 2 is correct: The mission carried 

four astronauts, including a Canadian Space Agency astronaut. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: Artemis II established a permanent inhabited base on the lunar south 

pole. Statement 4 is correct: The mission was intended to validate crewed deep-

space systems before later lunar-landing missions. Artemis II was a crewed 

lunar flyby and systems-validation mission. It did not land on the Moon or 

establish a base. The programme is a step toward sustained human exploration 

of the Moon. 

More facts to remember: 

• The crew included Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, Christina Koch and 

Jeremy Hansen. 

• Orion is the crew spacecraft; SLS is the heavy-lift launch vehicle. 

Source cue: NASA Artemis II, April 2026 
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      : NASA Artemis II, April 2026 

Q11. India Semiconductor Mission and advanced packaging 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India Semiconductor Mission functions under the Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology ecosystem. 

2. In April 2026, the foundation stone was laid for an advanced 3D 

semiconductor packaging facility in Odisha. 

3. Semiconductor packaging is unrelated to testing and interconnecting 

fabricated chips. 

4. ATMP and OSAT facilities are part of the back-end semiconductor 

manufacturing ecosystem. 

5. India's semiconductor policy also seeks to develop design, fabrication, 

packaging and supply-chain capabilities. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India Semiconductor Mission functions under the 
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Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology ecosystem. Statement 2 is 

correct: In April 2026, the foundation stone was laid for an advanced 3D 

semiconductor packaging facility in Odisha. Statement 3 is incorrect: 

Semiconductor packaging is unrelated to testing and interconnecting fabricated 

chips. Statement 4 is correct: ATMP and OSAT facilities are part of the back-

end semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem. Statement 5 is correct: India's 

semiconductor policy also seeks to develop design, fabrication, packaging and 

supply-chain capabilities. Advanced packaging integrates one or more dies and 

interconnects them for higher performance, density and energy efficiency. It 

complements front-end wafer fabrication rather than replacing it. 

More facts to remember: 

• OSAT = Outsourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test. 

• ATMP = Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging. 

Source cue: PIB / India Semiconductor Mission, April 2026 
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                          : 
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      : PIB / India Semiconductor Mission, April 2026 

Q12. Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR) 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India's 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor is located at Kalpakkam, 

Tamil Nadu. 

     12.                         (PFBR) 
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2. PFBR achieved first criticality in April 2026. 

3. A breeder reactor is designed to consume more fissile material than it 

creates. 

4. Fast breeder reactors generally operate with fast neutrons rather than relying 

on a moderator to slow neutrons. 

5. PFBR is associated with the second stage of India's three-stage nuclear 

power programme. 

6. PFBR generates energy through nuclear fusion. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India's 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor is 

located at Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu. Statement 2 is correct: PFBR achieved first 

criticality in April 2026. Statement 3 is incorrect: A breeder reactor is designed 

to consume more fissile material than it creates. Statement 4 is correct: Fast 

breeder reactors generally operate with fast neutrons rather than relying on a 

moderator to slow neutrons. Statement 5 is correct: PFBR is associated with the 

second stage of India's three-stage nuclear power programme. Statement 6 is 

incorrect: PFBR generates energy through nuclear fusion. A breeder reactor 

seeks to produce more fissile material from fertile material than it consumes. 

India's fast-breeder stage is intended to expand the fissile inventory and prepare 

the transition toward thorium utilisation. 

More facts to remember: 

• PFBR was designed by the Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research and 

implemented by BHAVINI. 

                   . 

2. PFBR      2026                   . 

3.                                  ಯ 

                          . 

4.                                    

                                

       ಯ         . 

5. PFBR                      ಯ      

ಎ              . 

6. PFBR         ಯ                 . 

                           ? 

ಎ.         

 . ಎ       

 .        

 .         

    :   -         

    : 

    1      :      500 MWe                   

                         .     2      : 

PFBR      2026                   .     3 

     :                                  ಯ 

                          .     4 

     :                               

                                

            ಯ         .     5      : 

PFBR                      ಯ      ಎ    



 

19 

www.infiniteiaskas.com  7411972422   

 

ENGLISH      

• Criticality means a self-sustaining fission chain reaction has been achieved. 

Source cue: Department of Atomic Energy / PIB, April 2026 
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      : Department of Atomic Energy / PIB, April 2026 

Q13. Root canal treatment under AB-PMJAY-CM ArK 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Karnataka expanded coverage to include selected root canal treatment under 

the Ayushman Bharat-Arogya Karnataka framework. 

2. Root canal treatment aims to preserve a tooth by removing infected or 

inflamed pulp and sealing the canal. 

3. A root canal procedure necessarily requires extraction of the affected tooth. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Karnataka expanded coverage to include selected root 
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canal treatment under the Ayushman Bharat-Arogya Karnataka framework. 

Statement 2 is correct: Root canal treatment aims to preserve a tooth by 

removing infected or inflamed pulp and sealing the canal. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: A root canal procedure necessarily requires extraction of the affected 

tooth. The April 2026 Karnataka decision brought specified dental root-canal 

procedures within the public health-assurance package subject to scheme 

conditions. Root-canal therapy is a tooth-preserving endodontic procedure. 

More facts to remember: 

• AB-PMJAY provides secondary and tertiary hospitalisation cover to eligible 

families. 

• Karnataka integrates the national scheme with its State health-assurance 

architecture through Arogya Karnataka. 

Source cue: Karnataka health scheme reports, April 2026 
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Q14. Semaglutide 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Semaglutide is a GLP-1 receptor agonist used in the management of type 2 

diabetes and, in specified formulations, obesity. 

2. It can increase glucose-dependent insulin secretion and reduce glucagon 

secretion. 

3. It is itself a form of human insulin. 
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4. Semaglutide can influence appetite and gastric emptying. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Semaglutide is a GLP-1 receptor agonist used in the 

management of type 2 diabetes and, in specified formulations, obesity. 

Statement 2 is correct: It can increase glucose-dependent insulin secretion and 

reduce glucagon secretion. Statement 3 is incorrect: It is itself a form of human 

insulin. Statement 4 is correct: Semaglutide can influence appetite and gastric 

emptying. Semaglutide mimics the action of the incretin hormone GLP-1; it is 

not insulin. It became especially relevant in India in 2026 because patent-

expiry and generic-entry developments increased attention to GLP-1 

medicines. 

More facts to remember: 

• GLP-1 medicines are prescription drugs and require appropriate medical 

supervision. 

• Their actions include satiety signalling and glucose-regulation effects. 

Source cue: Drug and patent current affairs, April 2026 
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•                                      

                          . 

      : Drug and patent current affairs, April 2026 

Q15. Karnataka Honour Killing Bill 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Karnataka introduced a 2026 Bill addressing crimes committed in the name 

of honour and tradition in relation to choice of marriage. 

2. The Bill is based on the principle that consenting adults do not require 

caste, clan or family approval to choose a spouse. 

3. The proposed law is confined only to murders and excludes intimidation or 

harassment. 

4. The Bill seeks institutional mechanisms for protection and expeditious 

handling of honour-crime cases. 

5. The Bill treats community or family control over an adult's lawful marital 

choice as constitutionally superior to individual liberty. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: C - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Karnataka introduced a 2026 Bill addressing crimes 

committed in the name of honour and tradition in relation to choice of 

marriage. Statement 2 is correct: The Bill is based on the principle that 

consenting adults do not require caste, clan or family approval to choose a 

spouse. Statement 3 is incorrect: The proposed law is confined only to murders 

and excludes intimidation or harassment. Statement 4 is correct: The Bill seeks 
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institutional mechanisms for protection and expeditious handling of honour-

crime cases. Statement 5 is incorrect: The Bill treats community or family 

control over an adult's lawful marital choice as constitutionally superior to 

individual liberty. The proposed Karnataka law, popularly discussed as the 

honour-crime or “Eva Nammava” Bill, seeks to protect adult autonomy in 

marriage and criminalise coercive violence, intimidation and related acts in the 

name of honour. 

More facts to remember: 

• The right to choose a partner has been linked by courts to dignity, liberty and 

privacy under Article 21. 

• A Bill does not become law merely on Cabinet approval; legislative passage 

and assent are required. 

Source cue: Karnataka Bill reports / Indian Express, April 2026 
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Q16. Yana caves as geo-heritage sites 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Yana caves are located in Uttara Kannada district of Karnataka. 

     16.                       -      
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2. They are associated with striking karst landforms developed in ancient 

carbonate rocks. 

3. The Bhairaveshwara and Mohini rock formations are prominent features of 

Yana. 

4. The Geological Survey of India declared the Yana caves a geo-heritage site 

of national importance in 2026. 

5. Yana is a volcanic caldera formed by a recent basaltic eruption. 

6. Geo-heritage designation highlights geological scientific, educational and 

conservation value. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only five 

Answer: D - Only five 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Yana caves are located in Uttara Kannada district of 

Karnataka. Statement 2 is correct: They are associated with striking karst 

landforms developed in ancient carbonate rocks. Statement 3 is correct: The 

Bhairaveshwara and Mohini rock formations are prominent features of Yana. 

Statement 4 is correct: The Geological Survey of India declared the Yana caves 

a geo-heritage site of national importance in 2026. Statement 5 is incorrect: 

Yana is a volcanic caldera formed by a recent basaltic eruption. Statement 6 is 

correct: Geo-heritage designation highlights geological scientific, educational 

and conservation value. Yana is noted for spectacular limestone/dolomitic karst 

formations rather than a recent volcanic origin. Geo-heritage conservation 

protects significant records of Earth history and geomorphic processes. 

More facts to remember: 

• GSI functions under the Ministry of Mines. 
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• Karst features are commonly produced by dissolution of soluble carbonate 

rocks. 

Source cue: Geological Survey of India / April 2026 reports 
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Q17. WPI inflation at 3.88 per cent 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India's provisional year-on-year WPI inflation for March 2026 was reported 

at about 3.88 per cent. 

2. The current WPI series uses 2011-12 as the base year. 

3. WPI gives a comprehensive measure of prices for all services purchased by 

households. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 
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Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India's provisional year-on-year WPI inflation for 

March 2026 was reported at about 3.88 per cent. Statement 2 is correct: The 

current WPI series uses 2011-12 as the base year. Statement 3 is incorrect: WPI 

gives a comprehensive measure of prices for all services purchased by 

households. WPI primarily tracks price movements of goods at the wholesale 

level and does not provide broad household-service coverage like a consumer 

index. The March 2026 provisional reading was 3.88%, often rounded in 

headlines. 

More facts to remember: 

• WPI is compiled by the Office of the Economic Adviser, DPIIT. 

• CPI and WPI differ in coverage, weights and the stage of price measurement. 

Source cue: Office of Economic Adviser / March WPI release, April 2026 
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Q18. Rohith Vemula Bill in Karnataka 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Karnataka's Cabinet cleared a proposed 2026 law aimed at preventing 

discrimination, exclusion or injustice in educational institutions. 

2. The proposal was named in public discussion after Rohith Vemula. 

3. Cabinet approval by itself made the proposal immediately enforceable as a 

State Act. 

4. The initiative is linked to dignity and anti-discrimination concerns affecting 
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students, including those from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Karnataka's Cabinet cleared a proposed 2026 law aimed 

at preventing discrimination, exclusion or injustice in educational institutions. 

Statement 2 is correct: The proposal was named in public discussion after 

Rohith Vemula. Statement 3 is incorrect: Cabinet approval by itself made the 

proposal immediately enforceable as a State Act. Statement 4 is correct: The 

initiative is linked to dignity and anti-discrimination concerns affecting 

students, including those from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The 

April 2026 development concerned a proposed Karnataka Bill, not an already 

operational Act merely because the Cabinet had cleared it. Legislative passage 

and assent remain constitutionally necessary steps. 

More facts to remember: 

• Educational anti-discrimination questions can involve Articles 14, 15, 17 and 

21 as well as statutory safeguards. 

• State legislation must operate within the relevant constitutional and 

legislative fields. 

Source cue: Karnataka Cabinet / Indian Express reports, April 2026 
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•                          14, 15, 17     21  
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•                              

  ಯ             ಯ        . 

      : Karnataka Cabinet / Indian Express reports, April 2026 

Q19. Mythos AI and cyber-security risk 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Mythos was reported as an advanced AI system associated with cyber-

security capabilities. 

2. The debate around such systems illustrates the dual-use nature of frontier 

AI. 

3. An AI system useful for defensive cyber analysis can never be misused for 

offensive cyber activity. 

4. Critical-infrastructure risks are a reason developers may impose staged 

access or safety restrictions. 

5. Agentic AI can potentially execute multi-step tasks with limited human 

intervention. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Mythos was reported as an advanced AI system 

associated with cyber-security capabilities. Statement 2 is correct: The debate 

around such systems illustrates the dual-use nature of frontier AI. Statement 3 

is incorrect: An AI system useful for defensive cyber analysis can never be 
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misused for offensive cyber activity. Statement 4 is correct: Critical-

infrastructure risks are a reason developers may impose staged access or safety 

restrictions. Statement 5 is correct: Agentic AI can potentially execute multi-

step tasks with limited human intervention. Reports on Mythos highlighted the 

governance problem created when advanced AI has both defensive and 

offensive cyber potential. Capability evaluation therefore has to consider 

access control, monitoring and misuse risk. 

More facts to remember: 

• Dual-use technology has legitimate civilian uses as well as possible harmful 

uses. 

• Cyber-AI governance involves model capability, tool access, authentication, 

logging and human oversight. 

Source cue: AI cyber-safety reports, April 2026 
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Q20. CAFE III norms 

Consider the following statements: 

1. CAFE norms regulate the average fuel efficiency or CO2 performance of a 

     20. CAFE III        

                  : 
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manufacturer's vehicle fleet rather than a single vehicle alone. 

2. The Bureau of Energy Efficiency has a role in India's CAFE framework. 

3. CAFE III is associated with the regulatory cycle beginning in 2027. 

4. The proposed CAFE III framework moves testing toward the WLTP cycle. 

5. CAFE standards are identical to Bharat Stage emission norms for local 

pollutants such as NOx and particulate matter. 

6. Fuel-efficiency standards can influence automakers' technology mix, 

including electrification and efficiency improvements. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only five 

Answer: D - Only five 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: CAFE norms regulate the average fuel efficiency or 

CO2 performance of a manufacturer's vehicle fleet rather than a single vehicle 

alone. Statement 2 is correct: The Bureau of Energy Efficiency has a role in 

India's CAFE framework. Statement 3 is correct: CAFE III is associated with 

the regulatory cycle beginning in 2027. Statement 4 is correct: The proposed 

CAFE III framework moves testing toward the WLTP cycle. Statement 5 is 

incorrect: CAFE standards are identical to Bharat Stage emission norms for 

local pollutants such as NOx and particulate matter. Statement 6 is correct: 

Fuel-efficiency standards can influence automakers' technology mix, including 

electrification and efficiency improvements. CAFE and Bharat Stage norms 

address different regulatory objectives. CAFE focuses on fleet-average fuel 

consumption/CO2, while Bharat Stage standards primarily limit tailpipe air 

pollutants. 

More facts to remember: 
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• BEE is a statutory body under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001. 

• WLTP = Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicles Test Procedure. 

Source cue: Bureau of Energy Efficiency CAFE III material, 2026 
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      : Bureau of Energy Efficiency CAFE III material, 2026 

Q21. Delimitation and Constitutional Amendment Bill 

Consider the following statements: 

1. In April 2026, Parliament considered a Constitution Amendment Bill linked 

to the proposed delimitation framework. 

2. A Constitution Amendment Bill under Article 368 may require a special 

majority rather than a simple majority. 

3. The April 2026 constitutional amendment proposal passed both Houses and 

immediately became part of the Constitution. 
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How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: In April 2026, Parliament considered a Constitution 

Amendment Bill linked to the proposed delimitation framework. Statement 2 is 

correct: A Constitution Amendment Bill under Article 368 may require a 

special majority rather than a simple majority. Statement 3 is incorrect: The 

April 2026 constitutional amendment proposal passed both Houses and 

immediately became part of the Constitution. The linked 2026 delimitation 

package included a Constitution Amendment proposal, but the constitutional 

amendment did not secure the constitutionally required majority. This is a 

useful distinction between introduction, passage and enactment. 

More facts to remember: 

• Article 82 deals with readjustment of Lok Sabha seats after each Census, 

subject to constitutional provisions. 

• Certain constitutional amendments also require ratification by at least half of 

the State Legislatures. 

Source cue: Parliament / PRS legislative developments, April 2026 
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      : Parliament / PRS legislative developments, April 2026 

Q22. Sixth Schedule areas 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The Sixth Schedule provides for autonomous district and regional councils 

in specified tribal areas. 

2. It currently applies to specified areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram. 

3. The Sixth Schedule is linked to Article 244(2) of the Constitution. 

4. All Scheduled Areas under the Fifth Schedule automatically become Sixth 

Schedule areas after a Governor's notification. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: The Sixth Schedule provides for autonomous district 

and regional councils in specified tribal areas. Statement 2 is correct: It 

currently applies to specified areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram. Statement 3 is correct: The Sixth Schedule is linked to Article 244(2) 

of the Constitution. Statement 4 is incorrect: All Scheduled Areas under the 

Fifth Schedule automatically become Sixth Schedule areas after a Governor's 

notification. The Fifth and Sixth Schedules are distinct constitutional 

arrangements. The Sixth Schedule grants a special autonomous-council 

framework in four northeastern States; it is not a generic conversion 

mechanism for all Scheduled Areas. 

More facts to remember: 
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• Autonomous councils may have legislative, administrative and limited 

judicial functions on specified subjects. 

• Ladakh is not presently a Sixth Schedule area, though demands for 

constitutional safeguards have kept the issue in news. 

Source cue: Constitution of India / Sixth Schedule current affairs, April 2026 
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Q23. Potato procurement and Market Intervention 

Consider the following statements: 

1. In April 2026, procurement support was approved for potatoes in Uttar 

Pradesh in response to depressed market prices. 

2. The approved market intervention price was about Rs 6,500.90 per tonne. 

3. Potato is one of the crops for which the Union Government announces a 

regular MSP every agricultural season. 

4. Market Intervention Scheme-type support is particularly relevant for 

perishable agricultural and horticultural commodities not covered by regular 

MSP procurement. 

5. Procurement interventions can be used to reduce distress sales when market 

prices fall sharply. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 
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C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: In April 2026, procurement support was approved for 

potatoes in Uttar Pradesh in response to depressed market prices. Statement 2 is 

correct: The approved market intervention price was about Rs 6,500.90 per 

tonne. Statement 3 is incorrect: Potato is one of the crops for which the Union 

Government announces a regular MSP every agricultural season. Statement 4 is 

correct: Market Intervention Scheme-type support is particularly relevant for 

perishable agricultural and horticultural commodities not covered by regular 

MSP procurement. Statement 5 is correct: Procurement interventions can be 

used to reduce distress sales when market prices fall sharply. Potato is not a 

regular MSP crop. Market-intervention procurement is an exceptional price-

support tool for perishables when prices crash, and it differs from the standing 

MSP-procurement architecture for designated crops. 

More facts to remember: 

• MSP is announced for a specified set of crops based on recommendations of 

CACP. 

• Perishability creates storage and timing constraints in price-support 

operations. 

Source cue: Agriculture Ministry / Uttar Pradesh potato procurement reports, 

April 2026 
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      : Agriculture Ministry / Uttar Pradesh potato procurement 

reports, April 2026 

Q24. India's forests and carbon storage by 2100 

Consider the following statements: 

1. A 2026 modelling study projected substantial increases in vegetation carbon 

in Indian forests under different future climate scenarios. 

2. Under a high-emission scenario, modelled vegetation carbon could 

approach roughly double the baseline by 2100. 

3. The study implies that higher greenhouse-gas emissions are necessarily 

beneficial for forest ecosystems. 

4. Carbon stock and annual carbon sequestration rate are not identical 

concepts. 

5. Forest carbon projections depend on assumptions about CO2, rainfall, 

temperature, vegetation response and disturbance. 

6. A model projection is equivalent to a guaranteed real-world outcome. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: A 2026 modelling study projected substantial increases 

in vegetation carbon in Indian forests under different future climate scenarios. 

Statement 2 is correct: Under a high-emission scenario, modelled vegetation 

carbon could approach roughly double the baseline by 2100. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: The study implies that higher greenhouse-gas emissions are 

necessarily beneficial for forest ecosystems. Statement 4 is correct: Carbon 
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stock and annual carbon sequestration rate are not identical concepts. Statement 

5 is correct: Forest carbon projections depend on assumptions about CO2, 

rainfall, temperature, vegetation response and disturbance. Statement 6 is 

incorrect: A model projection is equivalent to a guaranteed real-world outcome. 

The study is a projection, not an argument for high emissions. CO2 fertilisation 

can increase plant growth under some conditions, but heat stress, drought, fire, 

pests and ecosystem change can offset or reverse gains. 

More facts to remember: 

• Forests store carbon in biomass, dead organic matter and soils. 

• Mitigation value depends not only on stock but also permanence and avoided 

emissions. 

Source cue: Environmental Research: Climate study reports, April 2026 
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      : Environmental Research: Climate study reports, April 2026 

Q25. IISc AI Challenge for healthy brain ageing 

Consider the following statements: 

     25.                      IISc AI      
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1. The Centre for Brain Research at IISc launched an AI challenge in 2026 

focused on early detection of cognitive decline. 

2. The challenge is connected with healthy brain ageing and dementia-related 

research. 

3. The programme is principally a competition to optimise rocket propulsion 

using AI. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: The Centre for Brain Research at IISc launched an AI 

challenge in 2026 focused on early detection of cognitive decline. Statement 2 

is correct: The challenge is connected with healthy brain ageing and dementia-

related research. Statement 3 is incorrect: The programme is principally a 

competition to optimise rocket propulsion using AI. The IISc Centre for Brain 

Research announced a Rs 2 crore AI challenge aimed at identifying signals of 

cognitive decline earlier, reflecting the growing use of AI and longitudinal 

health data in ageing research. 

More facts to remember: 

• Cognitive decline is not identical to normal ageing; persistent impairment 

may warrant clinical evaluation. 

• AI health tools require attention to data quality, bias, privacy and clinical 

validation. 

Source cue: Centre for Brain Research, IISc, April 2026 
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                          : 
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      : Centre for Brain Research, IISc, April 2026 

Q26. India-Africa Forum Summit process 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India announced preparations in April 2026 for the fourth India-Africa 

Forum Summit. 

2. The India-Africa Forum Summit process began in 2008. 

3. The African Union is a continental organisation representing African states 

and institutions. 

4. The 2026 summit had already been held in January 2026 before the April 

announcement. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India announced preparations in April 2026 for the 

fourth India-Africa Forum Summit. Statement 2 is correct: The India-Africa 

Forum Summit process began in 2008. Statement 3 is correct: The African 

Union is a continental organisation representing African states and institutions. 

Statement 4 is incorrect: The 2026 summit had already been held in January 

2026 before the April announcement. The April development was about 
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preparations for the fourth summit, following earlier summits in 2008, 2011 

and 2015. Subsequent scheduling changes do not alter the prelims distinction 

between announcement and completed summit. 

More facts to remember: 

• India-Africa cooperation spans development partnership, trade, digital public 

infrastructure, health, capacity building and security. 

• The African Union became a permanent member of the G20 at the 2023 New 

Delhi Summit. 

Source cue: MEA / India-Africa Forum Summit reports, April 2026 
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Q27. Internal reservation among Scheduled Castes in Karnataka 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Karnataka's internal-reservation framework distributes the Scheduled Caste 

quota among sub-groups rather than increasing the overall SC quota by the 

same amount. 

2. The policy discussion followed the Supreme Court's 2024 ruling permitting 

sub-classification within Scheduled Castes subject to constitutional 

requirements. 

3. The State can permanently remove a caste from the Presidential Scheduled 

Caste list through an executive order. 

4. The 2026 Karnataka arrangement used separate shares for broad SC sub-

groups. 
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5. Sub-classification aims to address unequal distribution of reservation 

benefits within a constitutionally recognised class. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Karnataka's internal-reservation framework distributes 

the Scheduled Caste quota among sub-groups rather than increasing the overall 

SC quota by the same amount. Statement 2 is correct: The policy discussion 

followed the Supreme Court's 2024 ruling permitting sub-classification within 

Scheduled Castes subject to constitutional requirements. Statement 3 is 

incorrect: The State can permanently remove a caste from the Presidential 

Scheduled Caste list through an executive order. Statement 4 is correct: The 

2026 Karnataka arrangement used separate shares for broad SC sub-groups. 

Statement 5 is correct: Sub-classification aims to address unequal distribution 

of reservation benefits within a constitutionally recognised class. Internal 

reservation concerns distribution within the existing SC quota. The 

constitutional list of Scheduled Castes is governed by Article 341; States 

cannot unilaterally alter that Presidential list by executive action. 

More facts to remember: 

• The 2024 Constitution Bench decision in State of Punjab v. Davinder Singh 

permitted SC sub-classification, subject to constitutional discipline. 

• Reservation design must satisfy equality principles and be supported by 

relevant material. 

Source cue: Karnataka internal-reservation developments, April 2026 
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      : Karnataka internal-reservation developments, April 2026 

Q28. Removal of the Chief Election Commissioner 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Article 324 contains constitutional provisions relating to the Election 

Commission. 

2. The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed in the same manner and 

on the same grounds as a judge of the Supreme Court. 

3. The removal process requires a special-majority parliamentary address on 

grounds of proved misbehaviour or incapacity. 

4. The President can remove the CEC at pleasure without any parliamentary 

process. 

5. Other Election Commissioners cannot be removed except on the 

recommendation of the Chief Election Commissioner. 

6. A parliamentary notice seeking removal is itself equivalent to removal from 

office. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 
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C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Article 324 contains constitutional provisions relating to 

the Election Commission. Statement 2 is correct: The Chief Election 

Commissioner can be removed in the same manner and on the same grounds as 

a judge of the Supreme Court. Statement 3 is correct: The removal process 

requires a special-majority parliamentary address on grounds of proved 

misbehaviour or incapacity. Statement 4 is incorrect: The President can remove 

the CEC at pleasure without any parliamentary process. Statement 5 is correct: 

Other Election Commissioners cannot be removed except on the 

recommendation of the Chief Election Commissioner. Statement 6 is incorrect: 

A parliamentary notice seeking removal is itself equivalent to removal from 

office. The Constitution gives the CEC strong security of tenure to protect the 

Election Commission's independence. A notice or motion initiates a political-

parliamentary process; it does not itself remove the office-holder. 

More facts to remember: 

• Article 324(5) contains the removal safeguards. 

• The CEC's service conditions cannot be varied to the incumbent's 

disadvantage after appointment. 

Source cue: Constitution / Rajya Sabha developments, April 2026 
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                   . 

      : Constitution / Rajya Sabha developments, April 2026 

Q29. BRICS meeting on Middle East and North Africa 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India chaired BRICS in 2026. 

2. A BRICS consultation on the Middle East and North Africa was held in 

New Delhi in April 2026. 

3. The meeting involved deputy foreign ministers or special envoys dealing 

with the region. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. All three 

B. Only one 

C. Only two 

D. None 

Answer: A - All three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India chaired BRICS in 2026. Statement 2 is correct: A 

BRICS consultation on the Middle East and North Africa was held in New 

Delhi in April 2026. Statement 3 is correct: The meeting involved deputy 

foreign ministers or special envoys dealing with the region. The meeting 

reflected BRICS consultations on geopolitical issues beyond economics. In 

rapidly changing regional conflicts, a Chair's summary may be issued even 

when every member does not endorse identical language. 

More facts to remember: 

• BRICS expanded beyond the original Brazil-Russia-India-China-South 

Africa grouping. 

• BRICS operates through consensus-oriented intergovernmental cooperation 

and has no supranational legislature. 
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Source cue: MEA / BRICS MENA consultations, April 2026                           : 
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      : MEA / BRICS MENA consultations, April 2026 

Q30. Net FDI at a 45-month high 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India's net foreign direct investment rose to about a 45-month high in early 

2026 according to RBI data reported in April. 

2. Net FDI is obtained after accounting for factors such as 

repatriation/disinvestment and outward FDI, not merely gross inward 

investment. 

3. FDI generally reflects a lasting investment interest and is conceptually 

different from portfolio flows. 

4. A rise in net FDI necessarily means gross FDI inflows increased by the 

same amount. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India's net foreign direct investment rose to about a 45-

month high in early 2026 according to RBI data reported in April. Statement 2 

is correct: Net FDI is obtained after accounting for factors such as 

repatriation/disinvestment and outward FDI, not merely gross inward 
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investment. Statement 3 is correct: FDI generally reflects a lasting investment 

interest and is conceptually different from portfolio flows. Statement 4 is 

incorrect: A rise in net FDI necessarily means gross FDI inflows increased by 

the same amount. Net FDI can improve even if gross inflows do not rise 

proportionately, because repatriation, disinvestment and outward investment 

may change. This makes gross-versus-net distinction important for prelims. 

More facts to remember: 

• FDI and FPI differ in degree of management influence, investment horizon 

and volatility. 

• Balance-of-payments data distinguish multiple forms of cross-border capital 

flows. 

Source cue: RBI data reports, April 2026 
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Q31. RBI cancels Paytm Payments Bank licence 

Consider the following statements: 

1. RBI cancelled the banking licence of Paytm Payments Bank in April 2026. 

2. The action was taken under powers available in the Banking Regulation 

Act. 

3. A payments bank can accept permitted deposits and provide 

payments/remittance services but cannot undertake conventional lending like a 
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universal bank. 

4. Licence cancellation automatically converts the payments bank into a 

scheduled commercial bank. 

5. Depositor protection and persistent regulatory compliance are relevant 

considerations in banking supervision. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: RBI cancelled the banking licence of Paytm Payments 

Bank in April 2026. Statement 2 is correct: The action was taken under powers 

available in the Banking Regulation Act. Statement 3 is correct: A payments 

bank can accept permitted deposits and provide payments/remittance services 

but cannot undertake conventional lending like a universal bank. Statement 4 is 

incorrect: Licence cancellation automatically converts the payments bank into a 

scheduled commercial bank. Statement 5 is correct: Depositor protection and 

persistent regulatory compliance are relevant considerations in banking 

supervision. The cancellation followed prolonged regulatory concerns. 

Payments banks were created for financial inclusion and payments, but their 

permitted activities are narrower than those of full-service commercial banks. 

More facts to remember: 

• Payments banks are licensed by RBI. 

• They may invest in permitted safe assets and provide debit/payment services 

subject to RBI rules, but cannot issue credit like normal lenders. 

Source cue: Reserve Bank of India, April 2026 
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      : Reserve Bank of India, April 2026 

Q32. China's DeepSeek AI 

Consider the following statements: 

1. DeepSeek is a Chinese artificial-intelligence company known for large 

language and reasoning models. 

2. Its rise intensified debate over how much frontier-model capability can be 

achieved with lower training and inference costs. 

3. Open-weight AI means that model weights may be available even when the 

full training data and every part of the development pipeline are not open. 

4. Every DeepSeek model is trained exclusively on Huawei chips and has 

never used non-Chinese accelerators. 

5. The DeepSeek discussion is relevant to compute efficiency, chip supply, 

model openness and AI geopolitics. 

6. Open-weight status automatically guarantees absence of misuse, bias or 

cyber-security risks. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 
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C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: DeepSeek is a Chinese artificial-intelligence company 

known for large language and reasoning models. Statement 2 is correct: Its rise 

intensified debate over how much frontier-model capability can be achieved 

with lower training and inference costs. Statement 3 is correct: Open-weight AI 

means that model weights may be available even when the full training data 

and every part of the development pipeline are not open. Statement 4 is 

incorrect: Every DeepSeek model is trained exclusively on Huawei chips and 

has never used non-Chinese accelerators. Statement 5 is correct: The DeepSeek 

discussion is relevant to compute efficiency, chip supply, model openness and 

AI geopolitics. Statement 6 is incorrect: Open-weight status automatically 

guarantees absence of misuse, bias or cyber-security risks. DeepSeek became a 

major reference point in the global discussion over efficient AI development. 

Open weights are not the same as fully open-source development, and 

openness does not remove safety or governance risks. 

More facts to remember: 

• Inference is the process of using a trained model to generate outputs. 

• AI hardware constraints have become a strategic issue because advanced 

models require specialised accelerators and memory. 

Source cue: DeepSeek and AI-industry reports, April 2026 
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      : DeepSeek and AI-industry reports, April 2026 

Q33. Disqualification proceedings involving AAP Rajya Sabha MPs 

Consider the following statements: 

1. A political party may seek disqualification of its legislators under the Tenth 

Schedule for conduct amounting to defection. 

2. For Rajya Sabha members, the Chairman is the authority who decides Tenth 

Schedule disqualification questions. 

3. A party's petition automatically disqualifies a member without any decision 

by the presiding officer. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: A political party may seek disqualification of its 

legislators under the Tenth Schedule for conduct amounting to defection. 

Statement 2 is correct: For Rajya Sabha members, the Chairman is the 

authority who decides Tenth Schedule disqualification questions. Statement 3 
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is incorrect: A party's petition automatically disqualifies a member without any 

decision by the presiding officer. The April 2026 AAP episode involved 

petitions and decisions under the anti-defection framework. Filing a complaint 

is not the same as a final disqualification order; the competent presiding officer 

must decide the case. 

More facts to remember: 

• Tenth Schedule decisions are subject to judicial review under the Kihoto 

Hollohan principle. 

• Voluntarily giving up party membership may be inferred from conduct and 

need not require a formal resignation from the party. 

Source cue: Rajya Sabha / AAP developments, April 2026 
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Q34. Defections and the Tenth Schedule 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The Tenth Schedule was added to the Constitution by the 52nd 

Amendment. 

2. An elected member can never be disqualified merely for voluntarily giving 

up membership of the political party. 

3. The 91st Amendment removed the earlier one-third split exception. 

4. A merger-related exemption may apply when at least two-thirds of the 

members of the legislature party agree to such merger. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 
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B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: The Tenth Schedule was added to the Constitution by 

the 52nd Amendment. Statement 2 is incorrect: An elected member can never 

be disqualified merely for voluntarily giving up membership of the political 

party. Statement 3 is correct: The 91st Amendment removed the earlier one-

third split exception. Statement 4 is correct: A merger-related exemption may 

apply when at least two-thirds of the members of the legislature party agree to 

such merger. Anti-defection law seeks to curb political defections while 

recognising a narrow merger exception. The one-third “split” defence no longer 

exists after the 91st Amendment. 

More facts to remember: 

• Disqualification may also arise from voting or abstaining contrary to a valid 

party direction, subject to the Schedule. 

• An elected independent member who joins a political party after election 

may attract disqualification. 

Source cue: Tenth Schedule / AAP defections context, April 2026 
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      : Tenth Schedule / AAP defections context, April 2026 

Q35. Chabahar Port 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Chabahar Port is located in Iran on the Gulf of Oman. 

2. India is involved in development and operation of the Shahid Beheshti 

terminal at Chabahar. 

3. The port can facilitate India's connectivity with Afghanistan and Central 

Asia while bypassing Pakistan. 

4. The port has strategic relevance to the International North-South Transport 

Corridor connectivity vision. 

5. Chabahar is located on Iran's Caspian Sea coast. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Chabahar Port is located in Iran on the Gulf of Oman. 

Statement 2 is correct: India is involved in development and operation of the 

Shahid Beheshti terminal at Chabahar. Statement 3 is correct: The port can 

facilitate India's connectivity with Afghanistan and Central Asia while 

bypassing Pakistan. Statement 4 is correct: The port has strategic relevance to 

the International North-South Transport Corridor connectivity vision. 

Statement 5 is incorrect: Chabahar is located on Iran's Caspian Sea coast. 

Chabahar lies in south-eastern Iran on the Arabian Sea/Gulf of Oman side, not 

on the Caspian Sea. In 2026 it was also in news because of US sanctions-

waiver arrangements and India's continuing engagement. 
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More facts to remember: 

• India Ports Global Limited is associated with India's role at Shahid Beheshti 

terminal. 

• Chabahar offers an alternative access route to landlocked Afghanistan. 

Source cue: MEA / Chabahar reports, 2026 

             .     5      :           
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      : MEA / Chabahar reports, 2026 

Q36. Online e-Khata in Greater Bengaluru 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Online e-Khata services were expanded across the city municipal 

corporations under the Greater Bengaluru framework in 2026. 

2. e-Khata is a digital municipal property record useful for civic 

administration and transactions. 

3. A municipal khata is always conclusive legal proof of ownership title. 

4. Digital e-Khata can reduce physical visits and improve standardisation of 

property records. 

5. Property-tax identifiers and registered mobile authentication may be used in 

online workflows. 

6. An e-Khata automatically cures every defect in an unauthorised building or 

disputed title. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 
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C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Online e-Khata services were expanded across the city 

municipal corporations under the Greater Bengaluru framework in 2026. 

Statement 2 is correct: e-Khata is a digital municipal property record useful for 

civic administration and transactions. Statement 3 is incorrect: A municipal 

khata is always conclusive legal proof of ownership title. Statement 4 is 

correct: Digital e-Khata can reduce physical visits and improve standardisation 

of property records. Statement 5 is correct: Property-tax identifiers and 

registered mobile authentication may be used in online workflows. Statement 6 

is incorrect: An e-Khata automatically cures every defect in an unauthorised 

building or disputed title. A khata is fundamentally a municipal/civic record 

and should not be confused with an indefeasible title deed. Digitisation 

improves access and administration but does not by itself settle all title or 

building-law disputes. 

More facts to remember: 

• Property tax records and land-title records serve related but distinct legal-

administrative purposes. 

• Greater Bengaluru governance was reorganised through multiple city 

corporations. 

Source cue: Karnataka / Greater Bengaluru e-Khata reports, April 2026 
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                -               

    . 

•                                       

         . 

      : Karnataka / Greater Bengaluru e-Khata reports, April 2026 

Q37. 100 per cent ethanol blending and flex-fuel 

Consider the following statements: 

1. E20 petrol contains about 20 per cent ethanol by volume blended with 

petrol. 

2. Use of very high ethanol blends such as E85 or E100 generally requires 

compatible vehicle and fuel-system technology. 

3. India had already mandated nationwide E100-only petrol sales for every 

vehicle in April 2026. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 

C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: E20 petrol contains about 20 per cent ethanol by volume 

blended with petrol. Statement 2 is correct: Use of very high ethanol blends 

such as E85 or E100 generally requires compatible vehicle and fuel-system 

technology. Statement 3 is incorrect: India had already mandated nationwide 

E100-only petrol sales for every vehicle in April 2026. The April discussion 

around 100% ethanol was about the potential and flex-fuel pathway, not a 

nationwide E100-only mandate. Ethanol has different material compatibility 

and energy-density characteristics from petrol. 
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More facts to remember: 

• Ethanol blending can reduce crude-oil import dependence and support 

biofuel demand, but feedstock, water and land-use issues matter. 

• Flex-fuel vehicles can operate on a range of petrol-ethanol blends. 

Source cue: Biofuel / transport policy discussions, April 2026 
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Q38. Frugal AI in India 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Frugal AI emphasises useful AI capability with lower compute, energy, data 

or financial requirements. 

2. Smaller or specialised models can be attractive for local-language and edge 

applications in resource-constrained settings. 

3. Frugal AI necessarily means lower accuracy in every use case than the 

largest frontier model. 

4. Local processing can sometimes improve data sovereignty and reduce 

dependence on continuous cloud connectivity. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 
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C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Frugal AI emphasises useful AI capability with lower 

compute, energy, data or financial requirements. Statement 2 is correct: 

Smaller or specialised models can be attractive for local-language and edge 

applications in resource-constrained settings. Statement 3 is incorrect: Frugal 

AI necessarily means lower accuracy in every use case than the largest frontier 

model. Statement 4 is correct: Local processing can sometimes improve data 

sovereignty and reduce dependence on continuous cloud connectivity. Frugal 

AI is about matching model size and infrastructure to the task. A focused 

smaller model can be competitive for narrow domains while reducing cost, 

latency and environmental footprint. 

More facts to remember: 

• Open-weight models can support local deployment, but open weights do not 

automatically mean fully open source. 

• Indian-language tokenisation and local data are important cost and 

performance issues. 

Source cue: Rest of World, April 2026 
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     ಎ    . 

•     ಯ                      ಯ           

    ಯ    ಯ           . 

      : Rest of World, April 2026 

Q39. Skyroot Vikram-1 - hardware flag-off, not orbital launch 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Vikram-1 is an orbital-class launch vehicle being developed by the private 

Indian company Skyroot Aerospace. 

2. In the April 2026 event involving Telangana Chief Minister Revanth 

Reddy, Vikram-1 hardware was flagged off from Hyderabad toward the 

launch site. 

3. The event itself constituted the successful orbital launch of Vikram-1 with 

satellites from Hyderabad. 

4. Vikram-S, flown in 2022, was India's first privately developed rocket to 

reach space on a suborbital mission. 

5. Private launch vehicles in India operate within the national space-

authorisation and launch ecosystem. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Vikram-1 is an orbital-class launch vehicle being 

developed by the private Indian company Skyroot Aerospace. Statement 2 is 

correct: In the April 2026 event involving Telangana Chief Minister Revanth 

Reddy, Vikram-1 hardware was flagged off from Hyderabad toward the launch 
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site. Statement 3 is incorrect: The event itself constituted the successful orbital 

launch of Vikram-1 with satellites from Hyderabad. Statement 4 is correct: 

Vikram-S, flown in 2022, was India's first privately developed rocket to reach 

space on a suborbital mission. Statement 5 is correct: Private launch vehicles in 

India operate within the national space-authorisation and launch ecosystem. 

The wording “Revanth launches Vikram-1” can be misleading. The April event 

was a flag-off/dispatch of rocket hardware; it was not the orbital flight itself. 

This distinction is important for current-affairs accuracy. 

More facts to remember: 

• IN-SPACe is the single-window agency facilitating and authorising non-

government space activities. 

• Skyroot's Vikram family targets small-satellite launch services. 

Source cue: Skyroot / Telangana event reports, April 2026 
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Q40. India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement 

Consider the following statements: 

1. India and New Zealand signed a Free Trade Agreement in New Delhi in 

     40.    -                ಒ     

                  : 
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April 2026. 

2. The agreement was signed by India's Commerce and Industry Minister and 

New Zealand's Trade Minister. 

3. The FTA provides tariff elimination or reduction across a large share of 

bilateral trade, with some changes phased over time. 

4. An FTA requires the two countries to adopt a common currency and a 

single central bank. 

5. Modern FTAs can include services, customs procedures and regulatory 

cooperation in addition to trade in goods. 

6. The agreement abolished every tariff on every product immediately on the 

date of signature. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: India and New Zealand signed a Free Trade Agreement 

in New Delhi in April 2026. Statement 2 is correct: The agreement was signed 

by India's Commerce and Industry Minister and New Zealand's Trade Minister. 

Statement 3 is correct: The FTA provides tariff elimination or reduction across 

a large share of bilateral trade, with some changes phased over time. Statement 

4 is incorrect: An FTA requires the two countries to adopt a common currency 

and a single central bank. Statement 5 is correct: Modern FTAs can include 

services, customs procedures and regulatory cooperation in addition to trade in 

goods. Statement 6 is incorrect: The agreement abolished every tariff on every 

product immediately on the date of signature. A free trade agreement reduces 

barriers between partners but does not create a monetary union. Market-access 
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commitments may differ by product, sector and implementation schedule. 

More facts to remember: 

• Rules of origin determine whether a product qualifies for preferential tariff 

treatment. 

• Services commitments often use sector-specific market-access and national-

treatment schedules. 

Source cue: India-New Zealand FTA official releases, April 2026 
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Q41. Rajya Sabha Chairman accepts merger of seven AAP MPs 

Consider the following statements: 

1. In April 2026, the Rajya Sabha Chairman accepted the merger claim of 

seven AAP Rajya Sabha MPs with the BJP. 

2. The anti-defection merger exception is linked to a threshold of at least two-

thirds of the members of the legislature party. 

3. The Tenth Schedule still contains the old one-third split exemption as an 

alternative defence. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only two 

B. Only one 
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C. All three 

D. None 

Answer: A - Only two 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: In April 2026, the Rajya Sabha Chairman accepted the 

merger claim of seven AAP Rajya Sabha MPs with the BJP. Statement 2 is 

correct: The anti-defection merger exception is linked to a threshold of at least 

two-thirds of the members of the legislature party. Statement 3 is incorrect: The 

Tenth Schedule still contains the old one-third split exemption as an alternative 

defence. The April 27 decision turned on the merger exception claimed by the 

seven MPs. The 91st Amendment removed the one-third split defence, leaving 

the two-thirds merger route as the principal group exception. 

More facts to remember: 

• The Rajya Sabha Chairman is the Tenth Schedule decision-maker for 

members of that House. 

• Presiding-officer decisions under the Tenth Schedule remain open to judicial 

review. 

Source cue: Rajya Sabha / news reports, 27 April 2026 
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Q42. SCO Defence Ministers Meeting in Bishkek 

Consider the following statements: 

1. Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan. 

2. India participated in the SCO Defence Ministers Meeting held in Bishkek in 

April 2026. 

3. India became a full member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in 

2017. 

4. The SCO Secretariat is permanently headquartered in New Delhi. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only three 

C. Only two 

D. All four 

Answer: B - Only three 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan. Statement 2 is 

correct: India participated in the SCO Defence Ministers Meeting held in 

Bishkek in April 2026. Statement 3 is correct: India became a full member of 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation in 2017. Statement 4 is incorrect: The 

SCO Secretariat is permanently headquartered in New Delhi. The SCO is a 

Eurasian intergovernmental organisation. Its Secretariat is in Beijing, while the 

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is based in Tashkent. 

More facts to remember: 

• India and Pakistan joined the SCO as full members in 2017. 

• SCO cooperation covers security, counter-terrorism, connectivity, economic 

and cultural issues. 

Source cue: Ministry of Defence / SCO, April 2026 
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              ಯ           . 

      : Ministry of Defence / SCO, April 2026 

Q43. NHRC jurisdiction 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The National Human Rights Commission is constituted under the Protection 

of Human Rights Act, 1993. 

2. NHRC may inquire into allegations of human-rights violations or 

negligence in prevention by a public servant, subject to the Act. 

3. NHRC may intervene in a pending court proceeding involving human-rights 

allegations with the approval of that court. 

4. NHRC is a criminal court that can itself convict an accused and impose 

imprisonment as the final sentence. 

5. Questions of statutory jurisdiction can be examined by constitutional courts 

through judicial review. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only four 

D. Only three 

Answer: C - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: The National Human Rights Commission is constituted 

under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. Statement 2 is correct: 

NHRC may inquire into allegations of human-rights violations or negligence in 

prevention by a public servant, subject to the Act. Statement 3 is correct: 

NHRC may intervene in a pending court proceeding involving human-rights 

allegations with the approval of that court. Statement 4 is incorrect: NHRC is a 

criminal court that can itself convict an accused and impose imprisonment as 
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the final sentence. Statement 5 is correct: Questions of statutory jurisdiction 

can be examined by constitutional courts through judicial review. NHRC has 

inquiry, recommendation and related statutory powers, but it is not a substitute 

for a criminal trial court. In April 2026, jurisdictional questions in a specific 

inquiry again highlighted the limits of statutory bodies. 

More facts to remember: 

• NHRC recommendations are influential but are not identical to an executable 

criminal conviction. 

• The Commission has powers of a civil court for specified inquiry purposes. 

Source cue: Protection of Human Rights Act / High Court reports, April 2026 
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Q44. Namma 112 

Consider the following statements: 

1. 112 is India's integrated emergency response number. 

2. Bengaluru City Police introduced AI-enabled multilingual features in the 
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Namma 112 emergency-response ecosystem in 2026. 

3. Automated translation and voice technologies can help bridge language 

barriers during emergency calls. 

4. Human dispatch and emergency-response personnel remain important even 

when AI assists the call-handling process. 

5. Namma 112 is a private ride-hailing platform with no connection to public 

emergency services. 

6. AI translation in emergencies is guaranteed to be error-free in every accent 

and noisy environment. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. Only one 

B. Only two 

C. Only three 

D. Only four 

Answer: D - Only four 

Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: 112 is India's integrated emergency response number. 

Statement 2 is correct: Bengaluru City Police introduced AI-enabled 

multilingual features in the Namma 112 emergency-response ecosystem in 

2026. Statement 3 is correct: Automated translation and voice technologies can 

help bridge language barriers during emergency calls. Statement 4 is correct: 

Human dispatch and emergency-response personnel remain important even 

when AI assists the call-handling process. Statement 5 is incorrect: Namma 

112 is a private ride-hailing platform with no connection to public emergency 

services. Statement 6 is incorrect: AI translation in emergencies is guaranteed 

to be error-free in every accent and noisy environment. The AI layer is 

intended to improve access and response, especially in multilingual Bengaluru. 

Emergency AI should be treated as decision support; reliability, escalation and 

human oversight remain essential. 
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More facts to remember: 

• Emergency Response Support System integrates police, fire and other 

emergency-response channels through 112. 

• AI public-safety tools raise questions of accuracy, privacy, logging and 

accountability. 

Source cue: Bengaluru City Police / Karnataka reports, April 2026 
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Q45. 594-km Ganga Expressway 

Consider the following statements: 

1. The Ganga Expressway is a roughly 594-km access-controlled expressway 

in Uttar Pradesh connecting the Meerut side with Prayagraj. 

2. It is designed as a six-lane greenfield expressway with provision for future 

expansion. 

3. The project includes an emergency airstrip section in Shahjahanpur district. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

A. All three 

B. Only one 

C. Only two 

D. None 

Answer: A - All three 
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Explanation: 

Statement 1 is correct: The Ganga Expressway is a roughly 594-km access-

controlled expressway in Uttar Pradesh connecting the Meerut side with 

Prayagraj. Statement 2 is correct: It is designed as a six-lane greenfield 

expressway with provision for future expansion. Statement 3 is correct: The 

project includes an emergency airstrip section in Shahjahanpur district. The 

Ganga Expressway is a major Uttar Pradesh connectivity project linking 

western and eastern parts of the State. Its access-controlled greenfield design 

distinguishes it from an ordinary upgraded highway. 

More facts to remember: 

• UPEIDA is associated with development of major expressways in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

• Expressways can reduce travel time but also require land acquisition, safety 

design and environmental management. 

Source cue: Government of Uttar Pradesh / PIB, April 2026 
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CONSOLIDATED ANSWER KEY /               

Q Ans Q Ans Q Ans 

1 A 16 D 31 C 

2 B 17 A 32 D 
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3 C 18 B 33 A 

4 D 19 C 34 B 

5 A 20 D 35 C 

6 B 21 A 36 D 

7 C 22 B 37 A 

8 D 23 C 38 B 

9 A 24 D 39 C 

10 B 25 A 40 D 

11 C 26 B 41 A 

12 D 27 C 42 B 

13 A 28 D 43 C 

14 B 29 A 44 D 

15 C 30 B 45 A 

 


