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FEBRUARY 2026 CURRENT AFFAIRS MCQs

UPSC CSE Prelims & KAS Prelims

Q1. Menstrual health and Article 21

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.
1. The Supreme Court has recognised the right to dignified menstrual health as
part of Article 21.

2. This recognition by itself creates a universal constitutional right to paid
menstrual leave for every woman employee.

3. Menstrual health includes access to menstrual-hygiene facilities, privacy and
dignity.

A. land 3 only

B. 1 only

C.land2only

D. 2 and 3 only

Answer: A

Explanation: The Court's January 2026 ruling constitutionalised dignified
menstrual health under the right to life and dignity. It did not convert every
menstrual-leave demand into an automatic fundamental right; leave policy
remains a separate labour and policy question.

Facts to remember:

* Article 21 protects life with dignity, not mere animal exiStence.

* Menstrual health is linked to privacy, sanitation, education.and reproductive
health.

Source cue: Supreme Court of India, judgment dated 30 January*2026
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Q2. 16th Finance Commission and urban local bodies

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.

1. The 16th Finance Commission recommended grants for urban local bodies for
the 2026-31 award period.

2. It proposed a combination of basic and performance-linked grants for local
bodies.

3. Finance Commission grants to municipalities are routed only through the
Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and have no constitutional link
with Article 280.

A.1lonly

B. 1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: B

Explanation: Local-body grants are part of the Finance Commission's
constitutional fiscal architecture. For the 16th Commission period, urban grants
were substantially enhanced and split between basic and performance
components. Article 280 expressly allows the Commission to recommend
measures to augment State Consolidated Funds for panchayats and
municipalities.

Facts to remember:

* The 16th Finance Commission award covers 2026-27 to 2030-31.

* Local-body grants are distinct from States' share in divisible-pool tax
devolution.

Source cue: 16th Finance Commission report; PRS Legislative Research
summary
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Q3. Denotified tribes and Karnataka

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.
1. Denotified Tribes include communities that were once notified under colonial
criminal-tribe laws and later denotified after Independence.

2. Every Denotified Tribe in India is constitutionally classified as a Scheduled
Tribe.

3. The Hakki-Pikki community is found in Karnataka and is recognised as a
Scheduled Tribe in the State.

A. 1lonly

B. 1and 2 only

C.land 3 only

D. 2 and 3 only

Answer: C

Explanation: 'Denotified' is a historical-administrative category, not a single
constitutional reservation category. Such communities may fall under ST, SC,
OBC or other classifications depending on the State. Hakki-Pikki is an
important Karnataka example with a history linked to nomadic livelihood and
denotification.

Facts to remember:

* The Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 was a colonial law.

* Do not equate DNTs automatically with PVTGs.

Source cue: Government/tribal-affairs background materialidkebruary 2026
Hakki-Pikki coverage
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Q4. India-GCC FTA Terms of Reference

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.

1. India and the Gulf Cooperation Council signed Terms of Reference to
resume/launch negotiations for an FTA in February 2026.

2. The GCC has six members: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates.

3. Signing Terms of Reference is legally equivalent to bringing a completed
FTA into force.

A. 1lonly

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1,2and 3

D. 1and 2 only

Answer: D

Explanation: The ToR defines the negotiating framework and scope; it is not
itself the final trade agreement. The GCC is a six-country West Asian grouping
and is economically important to India for energy, trade, investment and its
large diaspora.

Facts to remember:

* FTA negotiations may cover goods, services, investment and rules of origin:
* India already has a separate CEPA with the UAE.
Source cue: PIB, 5 February 2026
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Q5. New START Treaty

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.

1. New START was a bilateral strategic-arms-control treaty between the United
States and Russia.

2. It placed limits on deployed strategic nuclear warheads and specified delivery
systems.

3. It was the same legal instrument as the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

A.1and 2 only

B. 1 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A

Explanation: New START was the last major bilateral US-Russia treaty limiting
strategic deployed nuclear arsenals. It expired in February 2026 after the
permitted extension. NPT is a multilateral non-proliferation treaty with a
completely different membership and purpose.

Facts to remember:

» Strategic arms are distinct from all categories of tactical nuclear weapons.

* Verification and inspections are central tools in arms-control regimes.

Source cue: US-Russia arms-control background; February 2026 expiky
coverage
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Q6. Kimberley Process and India

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.

1. The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme seeks to prevent conflict
diamonds from entering the legitimate trade in rough diamonds.

2. India assumed the chairmanship of the Kimberley Process for 2026.

3. The scheme principally regulates international trade in polished gold
jewellery.

A. 1lonly

B. 1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: B

Explanation: The Kimberley Process focuses on rough diamonds and conflict
financing, not gold. India is a major global diamond-cutting and polishing
centre, so its participation has both trade and governance significance.
Facts to remember:

» The process brings governments, industry and civil-society stakeholders
together.

» Certification accompanies eligible shipments of rough diamonds.
Source cue: Kimberley Process 2026 chairmanship material
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Q7. India-Greece cooperation Q7. 9983-NA* IBTO

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer. FYNT3 BeLFTY, TONE2. O N30T, esad,e08.
1. Indlg _and Greece _ha_ve ele_vatfed their relationship to a strategic partnership. 1. 23983 503y, NEA* 3530, ROWOT Ty AOTHOT TONTOENR
2. Maritime connectivity, shipping, defence and trade are among the areas of >

bilateral cooperation. d)ﬁ@oﬁs-‘ﬁjbzd. B

3. Greece is a member of the Gulf Cooperation Council. 2. AT ROTWTE, S20FoOIS, OFED ATBTOT eI, 20058000
B. 2 and 3 only 3. NE=* ﬁ@:) ABTOT :NOBLOD AR5 @adJMﬁCj.
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D.1,2and 3 2. 2 303D, 3 3

Answer: C 2. 1303, 2 3593

Explanation: India-Greece ties have gained strategic importance because of & 1 9503 3

connectivity between the Indian Ocean, West Asia and the Mediterranean, o
alongside defence, shipping and commercial cooperation. Greece is an EU and e33R

NATO member, not a GCC member. )3T L0 NTIRINT, BWI,23) D5 23, NG5TFTD
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« India-Greece cooperation also intersects with connectivity initiatives-involving = _, 0 on .
West Asia and Europe. HOCFE R IS A

Source cue: India-Greece joint statements; February 2026 visit€overage * NER® T38, £9-830e3E O3ITBRERTE), BT 03, eITO e0T3G300
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D@ ApeFad: India-Greece joint statements; February 2026 visit coverage
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Q8. Photorealistic Al-generated content

Consider the following 3 statements. Select the correct answer.

1. Photorealistic synthetic media can make Al-generated images or videos
difficult to distinguish from authentic recordings.

2. Disclosure, labelling and provenance tools can help users identify synthetic
content.

3. Deepfakes can create risks relating to misinformation, impersonation and
non-consensual content.

A. 1lonly

B. 1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: D

Explanation: Photorealistic generative Al raises both innovation and
information-integrity questions. Policy responses increasingly emphasise
labelling, provenance, platform due diligence and faster action against unlawful
impersonation or deceptive synthetic content rather than treating all Al-
generated material as illegal.

Facts to remember:

+ Content provenance can use metadata or cryptographic credentials.

* Al detection tools are probabilistic and can produce false positives/negatives.
Source cue: 2026 Indian IT-rule/deepfake policy developments
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Q9. SpaceX and Blue Origin lunar systems

Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. SpaceX has been developing a Starship-derived Human Landing System for
NASA's Artemis programme.

2. Blue Origin's lunar-lander programme is associated with the Blue Moon
system.

3. Both are private-sector companies participating in NASA's commercial lunar-
lander architecture.

4. Neither company has any role connected with human lunar exploration.
A. Only three

B. Only one

C. Only two

D. All 4

Answer: A

Explanation: NASA has used commercial partnerships for Artemis lunar
landers. SpaceX's Starship HLS and Blue Origin-led Blue Moon are separate
systems. Their competition illustrates the growing role of private firms in deep-
space exploration.

Facts to remember:

* Artemis aims to return humans to the lunar surface and build sustained lunar
capabilities.

» Commercial procurement does not mean NASA relinquiShes mission-level
safety and integration oversight.

Source cue: NASA Artemis commercial lunar-landegprogramme; February
2026 coverage
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Q10. Tax devolution to States and Karnataka

Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. The 16th Finance Commission retained 41% as the States' vertical share in the
divisible pool of Union taxes.

2. Karnataka's inter-se share among States was higher under the 16th Finance
Commission than under the 15th Finance Commission.

3. Cesses and surcharges levied by the Union are ordinarily part of the divisible
pool shared with States.

4. The Finance Commission directly fixes GST tax rates.

A. Only one

B. Only two

C. Only three

D. All 4

Answer: B

Explanation: The vertical devolution share remained 41%. Karnataka's inter-se
share improved in the 16th Commission formula. Union cesses and surcharges
are constitutionally excluded from the divisible pool, and GST rates are decided
through the GST Council framework rather than by the Finance Commission.
Facts to remember:

» Vertical devolution = Union-to-all-States share; horizontal devolution =
distribution among States.

» Tax devolution is distinct from grants-in-aid.

Source cue: 16th Finance Commission report; PRS/State fiscal analyses
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Q11. Simultaneous elections and basic structure

Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. In February 2026, former CJI B.R. Gavai told a parliamentary committee that
simultaneous elections need not, by themselves, violate the Constitution's basic
structure.

2. The basic-structure doctrine allows Parliament to amend any part of the
Constitution without judicial review.

3. Federalism is recognised as a feature of the Constitution's basic structure.

4. The February 2026 view was a binding Supreme Court judgment finally
upholding the One Nation One Election proposal.

A. Only one

B. Only three

C. Only two

D. All 4

Answer: C

Explanation: The key prelims distinction is between an expert opinion before a
parliamentary committee and a binding judicial holding. Basic structure limits
Parliament's amending power and remains judicially enforceable. Federalism is
among its recognised components.

Facts to remember:

» Kesavananda Bharati (1973) is the foundational basic-structure case.

* A constitutional amendment can be reviewed if it damages the basic structure.
Source cue: Parliamentary committee proceedings reportethin Fellsuary 2026
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3. BBTAFO F0LIPONT 2R TFIO 20T OFEIIOTI)
MBI3R NG,

4. 20263 32)a3003) 88 €92)559,030a3) One Nation One Election

&) A0.e33 0N, 903NN eV SNR P AT LIVG5TT IO
TRCEFEBCDE NI,

®. WOT) RBII)

2. SR B3

A. DT 2003

8d. DOOW,

30: A

eJa308: WO N 23005 e35T05Mes 0BT AR IS Aed3O 20I0T
BT 3T €92)FTYON &0, WOFsTT V05030001 SCAE S ST
W55, SR BWS AW, 0359 ROAIS 3T B LHPToTT, )3
LDRRIZBT 20, MR5AIVON BOVCOIN 20 FBE3,T3. FBTDR0 93T
MTISFEIRT 90INYE) 2,0TNT.

ROCT N IJAB:

* Kesavananda Bharati (1973) @00 823 AW9,03W 0RO

D TTENT.

* RO TR DR BWSIONT), TOINRRPATT Jo5s03500N
TOICOIJNR 20 FTTBTBIT).

RO AeeFad: Parliamentary committee proceedings reported in February
2026
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Q12. New Consumer Price Index series

Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. India introduced a new CPI series with 2024 as the base year in February
2026.

2. The revised weighting pattern draws on more recent Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey information.

3. The new series reduced the relative weight of food compared with the older
series.

4. CPI is compiled by the Reserve Bank of India.

A. Only one

B. Only two

C.All4

D. Only three

Answer: D

Explanation: The new CPI series modernises the consumption basket and
weights to reflect changed household expenditure. MoSPI/NSO compiles CPI,
RBI uses inflation data for monetary-policy decisions but does not compile the
index.

Facts to remember:

* Base-year revision improves representativeness when consumption patterns
change.

* Headline CPI is a key inflation anchor for India’s flexible inflation-targeting
framework.

Source cue: MoSPI/NSO, February 2026 CPI seriesgrelease
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®. 2WOTD 3003,

2). DT 3303,

Rl VOO,

8. BRTY 3303,

3T B

D30 BUeR CPl RTEIC 20T3IONTIEI TydD WFF 323,233,
3320 A) WPT 2IE3, e03I3), BRTINF D, SedtFDAT. CPIOD,
MoSPI/NSO FOT}domI3E3; RBI T3)a35 D88 AGae SRR CPI 33330,
WPRIZ T, BT3B BRWs0TaS), T AOMIBRIHD)..

ROCE N IS

* WPT 200RONED WWLRMIEIN eDRO 3RE W BOR, 05
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ARWTDINTR.

VR A@eFD: MoSPI/NSO, February 2026 CPI series release
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Q13. Urban Challenge Fund Q13. 81T JWod D
Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above FIAT 4 BT, OS2 DI LTI )
are correct? 7001 ? ” “
1. The Uni t d a 1 lakh crore Urban Challenge Fund Ao

. € union ernmen rove rore uroan enge
framework in February 2026, e 1. 30T RFDETY 20263 F2yaOCHO, X ©F Foté3 TS Az
2. The Fund is designed to support cities as growth hubs, creative OB CRTJTLHODT), BB RDAS.
redevelopment and water-sanitation infrastructure. 2. SNONPR), WLBEINOD FCOWNFON BRDRITHTI), Ry 03,
3. It uses a challenge-based financing approach and seeks to leverage substantial = &3S0 e)TOA NI, RBI-R 2350 sDPROARTONE &30,
non-budgetary/market financing. 2302DRIIHTI) BTWT N3,
4. The schem_e requires the Union government to finance 100% of every 3. YT IV €3770D3 BEITORY IO, WFRIBLE 503
prcr)o‘l’e‘ihpmle“- 7002863, /20T BTN BT, &30S BEDTORT,

- onythree eSTAE RO VT LIRS,
B. Only one

4. T3 ROT) €I RLRT O3S0 100% 323,633, FTLOT)

[C)' 2“'32 two ATOETEX 23D ICD) 02T ABUEHIOD FTL3,030 )ODENWINT.
Answer: A . BRI 2T,

Explanation: The Urban Challenge Fund uses competitive selection and blended = 0. 2.0G0 83303,
financing rather than full Central funding. The design seeks to crowd in market = 2. T 3503,

finance and improve urban outcomes in growth, redevelopment and basic B. T

services. '3 5. ¢

Facts to remember: s, _""D B o .

« The Fund had been announced earlier in the Union Budgetbefore Cabinet )3T [NT AT PO FOTREDE FTCOTI) TBEITIAT WIS
approval of the framework. R,PE3.T 303, 2D, e)IT) BEITOAD VDN, WFRIS .

* Challenge mode links support to competitive proposals and reform/project SNT WBFBB1N, RD)TTITOR 203, e ALSNTS). V3D
readiness. BDIV0ZT,N e300TITES, BEITOR Y, C3TAE RITHT YT T L3,
Source cue: PIB, Cabinet approval dated 14 February, 2026 TOCE R ISAB:

» 723e3 BOR)E BRBTER €930a3/CRRIES e3RTID B8 DGO,
FCOT) WEEFIS), PRCARINIY,.

* RO RO A POEIT BAQRING) 03I,
RIPOTTB/A3aCZ 0 AT BO3RODN WOWRI), BRLRIZT.
D@ AeeFad: PIB, Cabinet approval dated 14 February 2026
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Q14. Karnataka gig-worker welfare fee

Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. Karnataka notified a welfare fee linked to platform-based gig work under its
gig-worker social-security framework.

2. The fee begins around 1% for specified categories, with rates varying by
category rather than being a single universal rate in all cases.

3. The welfare mechanism is intended to finance benefits for registered
platform-based gig workers.

4. The levy converts gig workers automatically into permanent government
employees.

A. Only one

B. Only three

C. Only two

D. All 4

Answer: B

Explanation: Karnataka's framework treats welfare financing as a levy
associated with platform transactions/payouts. It is a social-security mechanism,
not a change in the employment status of workers. Exam questions should
distinguish a welfare cess/fee from employer-employee classification.
Facts to remember:

* Gig work is mediated through digital platforms in many sectors such as
mobility and delivery.

* State welfare boards can administer registration and benefits.

Source cue: Karnataka gig-worker welfare notification,.Febroary 2026
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Ql14. T T NN® TONFFTT TV O,

FYNDT 4 BLLTIY, O3, DCEIDT DCEFTYE) D,
FOCQ2NE?

1. TOEEITEY) DT SO NI TORT, AOWORAT To50
F©,53:30, 3T, N FToeETT AT 3330 WOTES ST
DR AI.

2. ODER, BNENF ). BE,a3) AIe303) 1%DOT 3302303 T3;
RN, AOWPERFOLR), 20T ARy (3TN e3NOE SIART
AIASDIANCTAT

3. B8 L9360 8353 ~,00 N LT SRLOTIANI DT 355003 N
TOeETT W)OSRLBRNPT BEITOAD 2TNRITHT.

4. 88 3,53 NTT TOeDETT, 8,0D0FDIe0N T3, 3 AT
NPFTTTV,N @03 RI3I.

®. WOT) RBII)

2. SR B3

A. DT 2003

8d. DOOW,

N30 W

)30 TREEITE WOTEY),, DT 235833000/ NP
ROWORNAT INO,T SDROT TLI5d BEITOAD WHWNAIZTI. AT
NIV T 3TV a3533A,,; TOeETT YOTBRLN 2, 30N,
WTIONAE 35e3R,0N).. T560 AN, NI, PVTWSRLNTIS-
VTBRLN BSNCETTRR), BTN NdoR L.

ROCT N IJAB:

*+ TN, 3T PRTIVT BT FEINTSD), NT FOF L3233
SCFINY DRDOT SOOI T.

* D025 BEI05E0 eNOBPNE) BRLOTIED eI, W)OSPLHINY Da3e 58
20V TIITIT.

PO AeeFad: Karnataka gig-worker welfare notification, February 2026
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Q15. Great Nicobar Island Project and NGT

Consider the following 4 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. The National Green Tribunal in February 2026 upheld environmental
clearance for the Great Nicobar mega project subject to compliance with
safeguards.

2. The project includes a transshipment port, airport, power infrastructure and
township components.

3. Great Nicobar lies in the Arabian Sea off India's western coast.

4. An NGT clearance removes the need to comply with all conditions attached
to the environmental clearance.

A. Only one

B. Only three

C. Only two

D. All 4

Answer: C

Explanation: Great Nicobar is in the Andaman Sea/Bay of Bengal region, close
to major shipping lanes near the Malacca Strait. The NGT's decision did not
waive environmental conditions; compliance with safeguards remains central
given ecological and tribal concerns.

Facts to remember:

* The island is part of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands Union Territory.

* The project has strategic, logistics and environmental dimensions.

Source cue: NGT proceedings and February 2026 Great Nigobarfkoject
coverage

Q15. 13,€¢3* DFeC230° B L& A3RC%s D3, NGT

FYNDT 4 BLLTIY, O3, DCEIDT DCEFTYE) D,
FOCQ2NE?

1. DO, L0 BT D5CNNOTWE 20263 328D 0NS). BWOXT
230330 RV N DOOIRBRODN 1)eES* DFRCLIDT®

20360 O3URL 203 WOAT €93eNS 0N, ANRDEAID.

2. BREBIONEG). E3YREDTENOES OB, edaSINS DI L9, edT3I5T°
SRROARTONE 203, ER*D° R EITNS) A3,

3. }10€3° QB2 T° 25003T &3,53) FT0e3P O 9T, f
AT B .

4. NGT. 29302308 B3B3 SOIT BOAT 930031 ot
NI ROBAPR, DRI LINI5 TP,

. 20T VI

. RTINS,

A. BT 23003

8. VOO,

N3 0: A

e)T3TV: T)EE3* DTRCLIVT® EI0TBEIION® AeITI0OTOY FRE).
BTCSTEE), 3NOTY, ZOROPOR FedICTTI 300D JPTIOIIOS
SINENPNR 030200NG. NGT 3CR)E BOAT ROIB),NP),

SR BRI ; WORT 203, LIBTE,, BBNTWOONNY 2303ING
203,300 ). 230330 RTIINY TOO a0IN5300NT3.

ROCT N IJAB:

* B DLEB OBV &N, DTLLRT® D LBNY FCOTYBY I

[ ARIARADIATADIAIA]

» ABULEIN MRDOT, 2 A),TS 20D, WORT 300NN E.

DR AeeFad: NGT proceedings and February 2026 Great Nicobar project
coverage



Q16. Single genome-editing strategy for nonsense mutations

Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. A 2026 research strategy called PERT was reported as a prime-editing-
mediated approach for correcting/overcoming certain nonsense mutations.

2. Nonsense mutations can introduce premature stop codons in protein-coding
sequences.

3. Prime editing can make targeted sequence changes without necessarily
creating a double-strand DNA break.

4. A single molecular strategy may potentially address different disorders if they
share the same class of pathogenic mutation.

5. Genome editing is identical to conventional vaccination.

A. Only two

B. Only three

C.All5

D. Only four

Answer: D

Explanation: PERT highlights a platform idea: target a common mutation
mechanism rather than designing a wholly separate strategy for every disease.
Nonsense mutations prematurely terminate translation. Prime editing uses a Cas-
derived nickase and reverse-transcriptase-based editing logic and differs
fundamentally from vaccination.

Facts to remember:

» Nonsense, missense and frameshift mutations have different molecular
consequences.

» Genome editing raises delivery, off-target, ethics and long-term safety
questions.

Source cue: February 2026 genome-editing resgakch coverage on PERT
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Q16. 2,.0T3¢ VR CRF-FOoTOW O 303 e 3), 9TDF 1F,0H
OR®O030NYD

FEND5 BDELTIIF), FONESA. DT DCLBNIYE) 0dad),
AOOV2N&T?

1. 20263¢)_ 3TV PERT 202 AOBREE0 303)e3) T©a)
e9FTOOT 30T, TR BOITNRFIY, (nonsense mutations)
FOWEF/€93TJedA ) prime editing €373003 LIPS0 NES.

2. ©9FDT 20T BRIIOITNIE) (nonsense mutations) a3@LE3¢°
ROTFCIAIW INTINPE), L9z3PDNL 2, Stop codoniF Y,
VOEITITTZTIT.

3. Prime editing M0 33,53 e9:30%2d) WHB0HBRY ),

9)R0NE 200N D, AT DNA 3003 0030 RBES 30053200 530.
4. Y], BRANS) 2,03 T BeNTOTT mutation B8O TRORT 3
WOTI 9285083, T3 303)33) L9YNYE). VT3 ET2IMIS TG s3
R2le)

5. 230Le3* FOTOTRS AOOTWOCANT OATOTTEIT, Ae03eoNG.
. TR 03I

2. DR 03,

A. B0T3R

8. Voo, 2003,

w33 B

eJa3088: PERT 2,0T) '&XT' T©,,[SODRY, 3/0¢0RIBT: &8 3030 0030
BtNTR, ROTPLIE P, )P BBAIES W A0e3I0s
mutation 03390 8;F30NTY, THDOIIVNRITHT. L9FTOODT e0ITA.0N
Cee00030M$D (nonsense mutations) €930a00TS &33O0 0N, 9N
ET,, D) FIZ 3. Prime editing Cas e30/0e>T3 nickase s303, reverse
transcriptase €350003 AOTWITWN 332330, WFAISLS; BT

O RTIFTTLID 0T aNR I3 4)3,e00NT3.

ROCE N [IDHB:

« Nonsense, missense 2303, frameshift mutationi& €9£03e30€3,C3
BOTIOTNINE) ) @00 NS,

« B300¢3° FOTITWRIONE). )3T )P, off-target WO,
B3T3 eDI), DT E TS RITFIS Rjed ), ivoNas.

D@ ALEeFAD: February 2026 genome-editing research CoverFa}zgt;OIeeolrg5 PERT
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Q17. IndiaAl Mission 2.0 and GPU capacity

Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. India announced plans under an expanded Al Mission framework to add
around 20,000 GPUs beyond the compute capacity already onboarded.

2. Shared GPU infrastructure can lower entry barriers for startups, researchers
and public-interest Al projects.

3. GPUs are useful for parallel numerical computation commonly required in
training modern Al models.

4. GPU capacity alone guarantees high-quality, unbiased and safe Al systems.
5. Public compute infrastructure can be combined with subsidised access
mechanisms.

A. Only four

B. Only two

C. Only three

D. All 5

Answer: A

Explanation: IndiaAl's compute pillar seeks to make expensive accelerator
infrastructure accessible at scale. More GPUs expand compute availability, but
model quality also depends on data, algorithms, evaluation, governance, energy
and skilled people. Compute is necessary for many frontier systems but is not
sufficient by itself.

Facts to remember:

* GPU = Graphics Processing Unit; it is now widely used beyond graphics.

* Shared compute can support sovereign-language models and-academic
research.

Source cue: IndiaAl Mission expansion announcements, february 2026

www.infiniteiaskas.com
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Q17. IndiaAl Mission 2.0 & 3), GPU/[Aoed T3¢

FYND5 BLLBIY, DO, DCEIDT DLEFTYE), D,
FOQVNeT?

1. QJR,D3 Al Mission 23273 S8 Ssmanedt AOR T Neod
AN 5E T, B,,2300N RIeeBd 20,000 GPUNP D, ACDRI
BB, 9B FIRLAAID.
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2N, FOIE T 03T Al ABRCBINDT 33T L9BIWNF I,
TR T3 VTIT).

3. ST AlTBONY 3TN e9INF5z00Me3 Ae003T
ROWR3,T NEINT GPUNS) Qa8 O30T eoNes.

4. GPU A0edE5E e30931e3¢ 003,38 MIeae&d, B3, BF w0303 03,
RICE 3 Al 335538, NFD), D2BIBRAIST.

5. AR EHA)T NEOT ZNROARPTONE 23:3), ATBIONTE &)a3tS
53RO 0DN FOO3LRR0TITI.

. VO, VI

W. DTW 03

A, 2DRT) 2003,

8. 0T3S

N30 D

eJe308: IndiaAlOY MET ARENT56 3 EIT ) 3200 Al SXNBZET
NEaT sDROARTONE 333y, WRT, 30ETD). ©235530NRIEIH TS,
MDOINAR. 323, GPUNRS) NEaT 23530030, 323,R033; 333
233D OD MILDENE,E) BI0T, 93P LDTI?, 23005300,
SBRPLI, QO 2D, BORI 003 AOBSRING 20U
95302 ZNNTIZR. NEOT MO 5E CINI5adNWIIT, 33
OBPOTK AOTINMIY)DD)...

ROCFE N IS 2B

* GPU &0T33 Graphics Processing Unit; &80 QT30 NoydTEN03O0e 20D
25 TeooN WFRIMI .

« BOWTOD NPT 35837, 20T O 2I0T0 3VTWONS) NI, B, FIT
ROTBRPIN STe00M20TITD.

PO AeeFA: IndiaAl Mission expansion announcements, Fgg)qrg%y 2026



Q18. Responsible Al in the military domain

Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. REAIM is associated with international discussions on Responsible Artificial
Intelligence in the Military Domain.

2. India did not sign the 2026 Pathways to Action declaration at the REAIM
summit.

3. Military Al issues include human control, accountability, targeting, escalation
and compliance with international humanitarian law.

4. The REAIM declaration is a universally binding UN treaty enforceable by the
International Court of Justice.

5. Autonomous weapon discussions are distinct from civilian generative-Al
regulation.

A. Only two

B. Only four

C. Only three

D. All 5

Answer: B

Explanation: REAIM is a political and norm-building process, not a binding
arms-control treaty. India's non-signature should not be read as withdrawal from
all Al governance discussions. Military Al raises distinctive legal and strategic
concerns because decisions can involve lethal force and escalation.

Facts to remember:

* International humanitarian law principles include distinction, proportionality
and precautions in attack.

* Meaningful human control is a recurring coneept In.autonomous-weapons
debates.

Source cue: REAIM 2026 summit rep@rting
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0RO AeeFd: REAIM 2026 summit reporting

Page 19



Q19. Geneva and the 2027 Al summit

Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. Switzerland announced that it would host the 2027 global Al summit in
Geneva.

2. Geneva hosts several international organisations and diplomatic processes.

3. The announcement was made in the context of the India Al Impact Summit in
New Delhi.

4. Switzerland is a member of the European Union.

5. Hosting an Al summit automatically gives the host State legal authority to
regulate Al in all participating countries.

A. Only two

B. Only four

C. Only three

D. All5

Answer: C

Explanation: Geneva's diplomatic ecosystem makes it a natural venue for global
technology governance discussions. Switzerland is not an EU member, though it
has extensive agreements with the EU. Summit outcomes are typically political
or cooperative unless States separately adopt binding legal instruments.

Facts to remember:

* Geneva hosts UN offices, the WTO and many international bodies.
 Al-summit diplomacy increasingly links safety, inclusion, development and
compute access.

Source cue: Swiss government announcement,”19ebruary 2026
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RO A@EFT: Swiss government announcement, 19 February 2026
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Q20. Mobile Bidi, Pustaka Hidi campaign

Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. 'Mobile Bidi, Pustaka Hidi' is a Karnataka initiative encouraging students to
reduce excessive mobile use and take up reading.

2. Government-school students and teachers are among its target participants.

3. The campaign seeks to strengthen library and reading habits.

4. It is a Union government programme administered by the Ministry of
Electronics and IT.

5. Its primary objective is to provide free smartphones to schoolchildren.

A. Only two

B. Only four

C.All5

D. Only three

Answer: D

Explanation: The campaign is a Karnataka education initiative centred on
reading and healthier digital habits. It is not a device-distribution programme.
For KAS, the key linkage is school education, libraries, screen-time concerns
and behavioural public policy.

Facts to remember:

* Reading campaigns can complement foundational literacy efforts.

« Digital well-being policies focus on balanced use rather than blanket
technology rejection.

Source cue: Karnataka school-education campaign coverageyFebruaty 2026
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DO AU@eFad: Karnataka school-education campaign coverage, February
2026
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Q21. SANKALP skill-development scheme
Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. SANKALP stands for Skills Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for
Livelihood Promotion.

2. It is associated with the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.

3. It received World Bank support and emphasised institutional strengthening
for skill development.

4. It was designed primarily as an unconditional cash-transfer scheme to all
unemployed persons.

5. Parliamentary/CAG scrutiny has raised concerns regarding implementation
and utilisation.

A. Only four

B. Only two

C. Only three

D. All 5

Answer: A

Explanation: SANKALP is a systems-reform and capacity-building programme
in the skill-development ecosystem, not a universal income scheme. It aimed to
improve institutions, planning, quality and convergence, with World Bank
assistance. Audit scrutiny is relevant for governance-based prelims questions.
Facts to remember:

* SANKALP was launched in 2018.

« Skill-development policy spans Central ministries, States, training providers
and industry.

Source cue: MSDE/SANKALP documents; PAC/CAG, discusSion reported in
2026
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VR A@eFd: MSDE/SANKALP documents; PAC/CAG discussion reported
in 2026
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Q22. New Delhi Declaration on Al Impact

Consider the following 5 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. The New Delhi Declaration emerged from the 2026 India Al Impact Summit.
2. It emphasised international cooperation around inclusive, responsible and
development-oriented Al.

3. More than one country endorsed the declaration.

4. It created a supranational Al regulator with compulsory jurisdiction over all
signatories.

5. A political declaration and a legally binding treaty are not the same
instrument.

A. Only two

B. Only four

C. Only three

D. All 5

Answer: B

Explanation: The declaration is best understood as a cooperative diplomatic
outcome rather than a treaty creating a world Al authority. Such declarations can
shape norms, principles and future coordination even when they are non-
binding.

Facts to remember:

+ Al diplomacy increasingly includes the Global South, access to compute and
development use-cases.

» Non-binding declarations can later influence domestic regulation or
multilateral negotiations.

Source cue: Ministry of External Affairs / Ladia Al'fmpact Summit, February
2026
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DR AeFaD: Ministry of External Affairs / India Al Impact Summit,
February 2026
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Q23. Indigenous Td vaccine

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. India's indigenous Td vaccine referred to in February 2026 protects against
tetanus and adult diphtheria.

2. It was developed/produced through the Central Research Institute, Kasauli.
3. Td is a bacterial toxoid vaccine rather than a live viral vaccine.

4. The vaccine was intended to support the Universal Immunisation Programme.

5. Tetanus is caused by a toxin produced by Clostridium tetani.

6. Diphtheria is caused by a protozoan parasite transmitted by mosquitoes.

A. Only three

B. Only four

C. Only five

D. All 6

Answer: C

Explanation: Td combines tetanus and reduced-dose diphtheria toxoids and is
relevant to adolescent/adult immunisation. The February 2026 indigenous
supply announcement was significant for domestic vaccine capacity. Diphtheria
is a bacterial disease, not a mosquito-borne protozoal disease.

Facts to remember:

» Toxoid vaccines use inactivated bacterial toxins to induce protective
immunity.

* The Universal Immunisation Programme is a major public-health vaccination
platform in India.

Source cue: PIB, 21 February 2026
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Q24. India's BAFTA milestone in 2026

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. The Indian production '‘Boong’ won the BAFTA award for Best Children's &
Family Film in 2026.

2. It was widely reported as the first BAFTA win for an Indian production.

3. 'One Battle After Another' won Best Film at the 2026 BAFTAs.

4. Paul Thomas Anderson was associated with '‘One Battle After Another'.

5. 'One Battle After Another' was the Indian production that achieved India's
first BAFTA win.

6. BAFTA is the British Academy of Film and Television Arts.

A. Only three

B. Only four

C.All6

D. Only five

Answer: D

Explanation: The shorthand headline mixes two separate BAFTA facts. 'Boong’,
an Indian production, created the Indian milestone, whereas 'One Battle After
Another' was a major overall winner including Best Film. Keeping the two facts
separate prevents a likely prelims trap.

Facts to remember:

* BAFTA awards are presented by the British Academy of Film and Television
Arts.

« Film-award current affairs should distinguish nationality of production,
director and award category.

Source cue: BAFTA 2026 results; Indian EXpress cowerage’on ‘Boong’
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RO AeeFd: BAFTA 2026 results; Indian Express coverage on '‘Boong'
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Q25. New CPI base year

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. The revised all-India CP1 series released in February 2026 uses 2024 as its
base year.

2. A base-year revision changes the reference point and may update the basket,
weights and methodology.

3. The earlier widely used CPI Combined series had 2012 as its base year.

4. Changing the base year means inflation for every past month is mechanically
increased.

5. Household-consumption patterns are relevant when determining CPI weights.

6. CPI measures the wholesale prices received by producers at factory gates.
A. Only four

B. Only three

C. Only five

D. All 6

Answer: A

Explanation: CPI is a consumer-price measure, so the expenditure basket and
weights should reflect how households actually spend. Rebasing does not imply
that inflation must rise; it updates the statistical reference and composition.
Wholesale/producer price concepts are different indices.

Facts to remember:

* The new CPI series uses more recent household-consumption. information.
* Food's weight declined relative to the older CPI series.

Source cue: MoSPI/NSO, new CPI series reledasedyl2 February 2026
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DR AeeFad: MoSPI/NSO, new CPI series released 12 February 2026
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Q26. Asha Kirana Initiative

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. Asha Kirana is a Karnataka public-health initiative focused on eye care.

2. It includes population-level eye screening.

3. Free/assisted cataract treatment and spectacles are among the services
associated with the programme.

4. The initiative seeks to strengthen vision-care access through public facilities
including vision centres.

5. It is primarily a programme for tuberculosis elimination.

6. It was launched as a Union government scheme under the Ministry of
Defence.

A. Only three
B. Only four
C. Only five
D. All 6
Answer: B

Explanation: Asha Kirana is Karnataka's eye-health programme. Its public-
health logic is early detection, referral, correction of refractive errors and
treatment of avoidable blindness such as cataract. It should not be confused with
national programmes bearing similar aspirational names.

Facts to remember:

* Avoidable blindness has major quality-of-life and productivity effects.

* Primary screening and referral networks reduce’delays in eye care.

Source cue: Karnataka Health Department / AshaKiranaprogramme material
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Q27. CAFE 11l norms

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. CAFE norms concern the average fuel-efficiency/CO2 performance of a
manufacturer's passenger-vehicle fleet.

2. They differ conceptually from Bharat Stage norms, which primarily regulate
local air pollutants from individual vehicles/engines.

3. The next CAFE phase has been discussed for the period beginning in 2027-
28.

4. Fleet-average regulation can allow manufacturers flexibility across different
models while meeting an aggregate target.

5. CAFE Ill is a food-safety standard administered by FSSAL.

6. CAFE standards have no relationship with transport-sector energy efficiency
or emissions.

A. Only three

B. Only five

C. Only four

D. All 6

Answer: C

Explanation: CAFE stands for Corporate Average Fuel Economy. The target is
assessed across a manufacturer's fleet, encouraging a shift toward more efficient
technologies and lower average CO2 emissions. Bharat Stage standards address
pollutants such as NOx and particulate matter and are not the same regulatory
instrument.

Facts to remember:

* Bureau of Energy Efficiency has a role in India's CAFE framework.

* Electric and hybrid vehicles can affect a manufacturer's fleet-average
performance.

Source cue: Bureau of Energy Efficiency CAFE.framework2026 policy debate
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DO A@eFad: Bureau of Energy Efficiency CAFE framework; 2026 policy
debate
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Q28. New GDP series and datasets

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. India released a new GDP series in February 2026 with 2022-23 as the base
year.

2. The new series replaced the earlier 2011-12 base-year series.

3. It expands the use of newer administrative datasets such as GST-related
information and other digital government databases.

4. Improved deflation methods and more detailed price information can change
estimates of real value added.

5. GDP at constant prices seeks to remove the effect of price changes to measure
real output growth.

6. A GDP base-year revision means the Constitution's tax-sharing formula
automatically changes.

A. Only three
B. Only four

C.All6

D. Only five

Answer: D

Explanation: National-accounts rebasing updates structure, data sources,
classifications and methods so that GDP better reflects the contemporary
economy. New administrative datasets can improve coverage. The process is
statistical; it does not itself amend fiscal-federal constitutional rules.

Facts to remember:

* Nominal GDP uses current prices; real GDP uses constant prices.

* Rebasing can revise historical growth estimates without implying data
manipulation by itself.

Source cue: MoSPI, new GDP series released 27 February2026
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Q29. Karnataka's share in India’s bioeconomy

Consider the following 6 statements. How many of the statements given above
are correct?

1. Karnataka's bioeconomy was reported at about US$39 billion for 2025 in a
2026 assessment.

2. This was around one-fifth of India's bioeconomy.

3. Biotechnology, biopharma, bio-agriculture and bio-industrial activity can all
contribute to a bioeconomy.

4. Bengaluru's life-sciences and startup ecosystem contributes to Karnataka's
position.

5. Bioeconomy is limited only to conventional agriculture and excludes
biotechnology.

6. A State's bioeconomy share is the same thing as its share in India's nominal
GDP.

A. Only four

B. Only three

C. Only five

D. All 6

Answer: A

Explanation: Bioeconomy refers broadly to economic activity using biological
resources, processes and knowledge. Karnataka's strong biotech, biopharma,
research and startup base explains its outsized contribution. Bioeconomy is a
sectoral ecosystem measure, not the same as overall GSDP/GDP share.
Facts to remember:

« Karnataka is a major Indian biotechnology and life-sciences hub.

* Bioeconomy policy links innovation with health, agriculture, industrial
biotechnology and sustainability.

Source cue: February 2026 Karnataka bigeConomy-@ssessirient/reporting
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CONSOLIDATED ANSWER KEY | &) 0308 3¢

Q Answer R, 30
1 A 1 D
2 B 2 2
3 C 3 A
4 D 4 @
5 A 5 IN)
6 B 6 2
7 C 7 -3
8 D 8 (7
9 A 9 N
10 B 10 )
11 C 11 2
12 D 12 B
13 A 13 D
14 B 14 Q
15 C 15 2
16 D 16 ®
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