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1. The ‘Dancing Girl’ figurine, referred to in the NCERT-related
headline, is associated with which ancient civilisation?

A. Vedic Civilisation

B. Mauryan Civilisation

C. Indus Valley Civilisation

D. Gupta Civilisation

Answer: C. Indus Valley Civilisation

Explanation: The bronze ‘Dancing Girl” was discovered at Mohenjo-daro,
one of the major urban centres of the Indus Valley Civilisation. Made by the
lost-wax casting technique, it reflects the civilisation’s skill in metallurgy and
artistic expression.
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2. Under Section 12(1)(c) of the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009, private unaided schools are generally
required to reserve what share of entry-level seats for children from
weaker sections and disadvantaged groups?

A. 10%
B. 25%
C. 33%
D. 50%

Answer: B. 25%

Explanation: The RTE Act requires specified private unaided schools to
admit at least 25% of children in Class | or the pre-school entry level from
weaker sections and disadvantaged groups. The measure seeks to promote
inclusion in elementary education.
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3. Under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, a question of
disqualification of a legislator on the ground of defection is initially
decided by whom?

A. Election Commission of India

B. Speaker or Chairman of the House

C. President of India

D. Supreme Court directly

Answer: B. Speaker or Chairman of the House

Explanation: The presiding officer of the concerned House—Speaker or
Chairman—decides disqualification petitions under the Tenth Schedule. The
decision is subject to judicial review, as recognised by the Supreme Court in
Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu.
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4. Ground-level ozone, mentioned in the headline on heatwaves and
cardiac risk, is best described as:

A. A primary pollutant emitted directly by vehicles

B. A harmless form of oxygen near the surface

C. A secondary pollutant formed through photochemical reactions
D. A gas found only in the stratosphere

Answer: C. A secondary pollutant formed through photochemical
reactions

Explanation: Ground-level ozone is not emitted directly. It forms when
nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds react in sunlight. High
temperatures can intensify this process, and exposure can aggravate respiratory
and cardiovascular stress.
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5. Aditya-L1 observes the Sun from the vicinity of which point in the
Sun—-Earth system?

A. Earth-Moon L2 point
B. Sun—Earth L1 point
C. Geostationary orbit
D. Low Earth orbit

Answer: B. Sun-Earth L1 point

Explanation: Aditya-L1 is positioned in a halo orbit around the Sun—Earth L1
point, about 1.5 million kilometres from Earth toward the Sun. This location
enables nearly continuous observation of the solar atmosphere, solar wind and
space-weather phenomena.
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6. The State’s positive duty to safeguard the health and life of a person
undertaking an indefinite hunger strike primarily flows from which
Article of the Constitution?

A. Article 14

B. Article 19

C. Article 21

D. Article 32

Answer: C. Article 21

Explanation: Article 21 protects life and personal liberty and creates a
positive obligation on the State to preserve life. A hunger strike may also
involve freedoms under Article 19, but medical monitoring or proportionate
intervention aimed at saving life must be balanced with the right to peaceful
dissent.
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7. Which of the following is a major limitation of India’s Wholesale Price
Index (WPI)?

A. It measures only service prices

B. It largely excludes services from its basket
C. Itis compiled by the Reserve Bank of India
D. It directly measures household cost of living

Answer: B. It largely excludes services from its basket

Explanation: WPI primarily tracks price changes in goods at the wholesale
level and does not comprehensively cover services. Consumer Price Index is
more closely related to retail inflation and the cost of living faced by
households.
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8. The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with the:
A. Red Sea

B. Gulf of Oman

C. Mediterranean Sea

D. Black Sea

Answer: B. Gulf of Oman

Explanation: The Strait of Hormuz links the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and, beyond it, the Arabian Sea. It is a critical global energy chokepoint
because a substantial volume of seaborne oil and liquefied natural gas passes
through it.
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9. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act defines
a child as a person below the age of:

A. 14 years

B. 16 years

C. 18 years

D. 21 years

Answer: C. 18 years

Explanation: The POCSO Act, 2012 provides a gender-neutral legal
framework for protecting all persons below 18 years from sexual assault,
sexual harassment and pornography. It also prescribes child-friendly
procedures for reporting, investigation and trial.
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10. Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, insolvency proceedings
concerning companies are primarily adjudicated by the:

A. Debt Recovery Tribunal

B. National Company Law Tribunal

C. Competition Commission of India

D. Securities Appellate Tribunal

Answer: B. National Company Law Tribunal

Explanation: The NCLT is the adjudicating authority for corporate insolvency
resolution and liquidation under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. The
Debt Recovery Tribunal handles insolvency matters of individuals and
partnership firms under the Code.
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11. INS Sharda, whose visit to Colombo was highlighted in the news,
belongs to which service?

A. Indian Coast Guard

B. Indian Navy

C. Indian Air Force

D. Border Security Force

Answer: B. Indian Navy
Explanation: INS Sharda is an Indian Navy offshore patrol vessel. Port visits

by naval ships support maritime diplomacy, professional exchanges, training
cooperation and stronger security partnerships with neighbouring countries.
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12. Kinnerasani Wildlife Sanctuary is located in which State?
A. Telangana

B. Haryana

C. Guijarat

D. Tamil Nadu

Answer: A. Telangana

Explanation: Kinnerasani Wildlife Sanctuary is situated in the Bhadradri
Kothagudem district of Telangana, around the Kinnerasani reservoir. It forms
part of the forested landscape of the Eastern Ghats and supports diverse
wildlife.
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13. Judicial recognition of the economic value of a homemaker’s work is
most closely associated with which idea?

A. Only paid market work creates value

B. Unpaid care and domestic work has measurable economic value
C. Household work is outside the scope of compensation law

D. Domestic work must be treated as agricultural labour

Answer: B. Unpaid care and domestic work has measurable economic
value

Explanation: Courts have repeatedly observed that unpaid household and care
work contributes substantially to family welfare and the economy. In
compensation cases, the notional income of a homemaker cannot be treated as
zero merely because the work is unpaid.
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14. The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act primarily regulates:

A. Foreign direct investment in manufacturing

B. Receipt and use of foreign contributions by certain persons and
associations

C. Import duty on foreign goods

D. External commercial borrowings of companies

Answer: B. Receipt and use of foreign contributions by certain persons
and associations

Explanation: FCRA regulates the acceptance and utilisation of foreign
contributions and foreign hospitality by specified individuals, associations and
organisations. Its stated purpose is to ensure that such funds do not adversely
affect national interest.
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15. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act may be applied in an area
after it is declared a:

A. Scheduled Area

B. Disturbed Area

C. Coastal Regulation Zone

D. Special Economic Zone

Answer: B. Disturbed Area

Explanation: AFSPA operates in areas notified as ‘disturbed areas’. It grants
specified powers to the armed forces for maintaining public order, while its
continued application has also generated debates concerning accountability,
proportionality and human rights.
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16. In the expression ‘E20 petrol’, the number 20 denotes:

A. 20% methanol

B. 20% biodiesel

C. 20% ethanol blended with petrol

D. 20 octane points above regular petrol

Answer: C. 20% ethanol blended with petrol

Explanation: E20 is a petrol blend containing 20% ethanol and 80% petrol by
volume. Ethanol blending can reduce dependence on imported crude oil,
support sugarcane and grain-based biofuel supply chains and lower certain
tailpipe emissions.
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17. Rare-earth elements are strategically important mainly because of
their use in:

A. Only cement production

B. Only food processing

C. Electronics, clean-energy systems and defence technologies
D. Traditional rainwater harvesting alone

Answer: C. Electronics, clean-energy systems and defence technologies

Explanation: Rare-earth elements are used in permanent magnets, electric
vehicles, wind turbines, advanced electronics, communication systems and
defence equipment. Their geographically concentrated processing capacity
makes supply-chain diversification a strategic priority.
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18. The MH-60R ‘Seahawk’ is primarily a:
A. Main battle tank

B. Multi-role naval helicopter

C. Surface-to-surface ballistic missile

D. Unmanned underwater vehicle

Answer: B. Multi-role naval helicopter

Explanation: The MH-60R is a ship-borne multi-role helicopter used for anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, surveillance and search-and-rescue
missions. The headline sheet linked the Navy’s second squadron, INAS 335,
with INS Rajali in Tamil Nadu.

18. D0 W-60e30° ‘ACT/OTS’ aINs5oN O3 DE3od
TP NONTI?

®. TP ONITT, €3950T°

2). WBIRIF) V0T BTORLO°

2. 230eNAN0TI 230N BT LIV5DR,T® 3 333

8. 03233203 2ID0ZNOE ) 20T/

3 T: . WBITOI) T B FTOR,0°

WOV D0NLW*-60e30° SPTANOT TOOIVE 23D A LIBT3,
BDTORLO° 3N, 2IV0ZMOEI) ITREH AT, 30CE3, 4 FOT
TR TOOVE TS, NI 03, BCE-CFTo0 ToONE NP
WYRMI . RODBYTODNE). SPFTORTTBOR ATWE T3 80"
RAF 335 E93), BeNFIVORN IR A DI A3RODT
ROBVBEAOING.

19. The constitutional distribution of legislative subjects between the
Union and the States is primarily provided in the:

A. Fifth Schedule

B. Sixth Schedule

C. Seventh Schedule

D. Ninth Schedule

Answer: C. Seventh Schedule
Explanation: The Seventh Schedule contains the Union List, State List and

Concurrent List. Together with Articles 245-254, it forms the core
constitutional framework for legislative federalism in India.
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20. Delimitation refers to the process of:

A. Fixing the tenure of Parliament

B. Redrawing the boundaries of electoral constituencies
C. Recognising political parties

D. Revising the anti-defection law

Answer: B. Redrawing the boundaries of electoral constituencies

Explanation: Delimitation is the readjustment of the number and territorial
boundaries of constituencies based on constitutional and statutory criteria,
usually using census data. Its objective is to maintain broadly equal
representation while respecting administrative and geographical
considerations.
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21. The Land Ports Authority of India is mainly responsible for
developing and managing:

A. Major seaports

B. Integrated check posts on international land borders

C. Civil airports

D. Inland waterways terminals only

Answer: B. Integrated check posts on international land borders

Explanation: LPAI develops and manages integrated check posts that
facilitate passenger movement, trade, customs, immigration and security
coordination at India’s international land borders. It functions under the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs.
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22. A Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) is designed primarily to
provide:

A. Slow freight transport within a city

B. High-speed regional commuter connectivity between urban centres
C. Only airport-to-airport transport

D. Rural road connectivity under PMGSY

Answer: B. High-speed regional commuter connectivity between urban
centres

Explanation: RRTS is a high-capacity, high-frequency regional rail system
intended to connect cities and major urban nodes over medium distances. It
can reduce road congestion, travel time and pressure on metropolitan housing
and transport systems.
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23. Which is a commonly cited advantage of floating solar power projects
0N reservoirs?

A. They require large-scale forest clearance

B. They reduce land requirement and may reduce evaporation
C. They can operate only at night

D. They eliminate the need for electricity grids

Answer: B. They reduce land requirement and may reduce evaporation

Explanation: Floating photovoltaic systems use the water surface instead of
scarce land. The panels can reduce direct solar exposure of the reservoir and
may lower evaporation, while the cooling effect of water can improve panel

efficiency in some conditions.
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24. The indigenous device prototype ‘PARICHAY’, referred to in the
NIMHANS news, is associated with treatment of:

A. Cataract

B. Stroke

C. Kidney stones

D. Diabetes

Answer: B. Stroke

Explanation: The headline links PARICHAY with an endovascular
innovation laboratory and an indigenous stroke-device prototype.
Endovascular stroke treatment involves navigating through blood vessels to
remove or treat a clot that blocks blood flow to the brain.
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25. The Zoji La Tunnel is strategically important because it is expected to
provide all-weather connectivity between:

A. Jammu and Pathankot

B. Shimla and Manali

C. Srinagar and Leh

D. Gangtok and Nathu La

Answer: C. Srinagar and Leh

Explanation: Zoji La lies on the Srinagar—Leh route. The tunnel is intended to
provide more reliable year-round connectivity to Ladakh, improve civilian
mobility and strengthen logistics for national security in a high-altitude border
region.
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26. Large-scale use of Al agents in workplaces makes which governance
principle especially important?

A. Complete removal of human responsibility

B. Secrecy of all automated decisions

C. Human oversight, accountability and auditability

D. Prohibition of all digital systems

Answer: C. Human oversight, accountability and auditability

Explanation: Al agents can automate complex tasks, but organisations remain
responsible for their outputs. Human supervision, traceable decision logs, bias

testing, data protection and clear accountability are essential where automated

systems affect employees, customers or the public.
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27. Who became the first Indian to win the Norway Chess title?

A. D. Gukesh

B. Viswanathan Anand
C. R. Praggnanandhaa
D. Arjun Erigaisi

Answer: B. Viswanathan Anand
Explanation: Anand is India’s first chess Grandmaster and a former World

Chess Champion, making him a central figure in the development of Indian
chess.
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28. Total Fertility Rate (TFR) means the average number of children that
would be born to a woman during her reproductive years under
prevailing fertility rates. The replacement-level TFR is approximately:
A.1.0

B.2.1

C.35

D.5.0

Answer: B. 2.1
Explanation: A TFR of about 2.1 is commonly considered replacement level

in populations with low mortality. A persistently lower rate may lead to
population ageing and eventual decline unless offset by migration.
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29. The 29th National Conference on e-Governance 2026 was to be held
in:

A. Bengaluru

B. New Delhi

C. Jaipur

D. Hyderabad

Answer: A. Bengaluru
Explanation: The Bengaluru. Conferences on e-governance generally focus

on digital public services, administrative innovation, interoperable platforms
and citizen-centric delivery.
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30. In urban water governance, artificial intelligence is most
appropriately used for:

A. Eliminating public responsibility for water supply

B. Real-time monitoring, leakage detection and demand forecasting
C. Replacing all reservoirs with desalination plants

D. Transferring all decisions to private companies

Answer: B. Real-time monitoring, leakage detection and demand
forecasting

Explanation: Al can analyse sensor and consumption data to identify
abnormal flows, predict demand and optimise pumping and distribution. It
should assist accountable public decision-making rather than replace
institutional responsibility or human judgement.
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31. Tuberculosis is caused by:

A. Plasmodium falciparum

B. Mycobacterium tuberculosis

C. Vibrio cholerae

D. Human immunodeficiency virus

Answer: B. Mycobacterium tuberculosis

Explanation: TB is an airborne infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium
tuberculosis and most commonly affects the lungs. Early diagnosis, complete
treatment, contact tracing, nutrition support and control of drug resistance are
central to elimination strategies.
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32. In India, the policy repo rate is decided by the:
A. Finance Commission

B. Union Cabinet

C. Monetary Policy Committee

D. Securities and Exchange Board of India

Answer: C. Monetary Policy Committee

Explanation: The six-member Monetary Policy Committee determines the
policy repo rate with the objective of achieving the inflation target while
supporting growth. The RBI Governor chairs the committee and has a casting
vote in case of a tie.
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33. Climate finance primarily supports developing countries in
undertaking:

A. Only military modernisation

B. Climate mitigation and adaptation
C. Only fossil-fuel subsidies

D. Currency intervention

Answer: B. Climate mitigation and adaptation

Explanation: Climate finance includes public and private financial flows for

reducing greenhouse-gas emissions and building resilience to climate impacts.

Adaptation finance is especially important for vulnerable sectors such as
agriculture, water, health and coastal infrastructure.
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34. Which of the following is correctly identified as a critical-mineral
application?

A. Lithium in traditional brick making only

B. Cobalt solely in paper production

C. Lithium, cobalt and nickel in battery technologies

D. Rare earths only in food preservation

Answer: C. Lithium, cobalt and nickel in battery technologies

Explanation: Lithium, cobalt and nickel are key inputs in many rechargeable
battery chemistries. Critical minerals also support renewable energy,
electronics, telecommunications and defence, making secure and diversified
supply chains important.
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35. The ‘right to be forgotten’ is most closely connected with the right to:

A. Property

B. Privacy and informational self-determination
C. Bear arms

D. Free trade

Answer: B. Privacy and informational self-determination

Explanation: The right to be forgotten concerns limiting continued online
access to personal information in appropriate cases, including de-indexing
search results. It is not absolute and must be balanced against freedom of
expression, public interest, open justice and the right to information.
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36. The S-400 ‘Triumf is a:

A. Nuclear-powered submarine

B. Main battle tank

C. Long-range air-defence missile system
D. Aircraft carrier

Answer: C. Long-range air-defence missile system
Explanation: The S-400 is a mobile long-range surface-to-air missile system

designed to detect, track and engage aircraft, drones and certain missile threats
at different ranges and altitudes. It is used to create layered air defence.
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37. E85 fuel normally contains approximately:
A. 85% petrol and 15% ethanol

B. 85% diesel and 15% biodiesel

C. 85% ethanol and 15% petrol

D. 85% hydrogen and 15% methane

Answer: C. 85% ethanol and 15% petrol
Explanation: E85 is a high-ethanol fuel blend generally containing up to

about 85% ethanol and the balance petrol, though the exact seasonal
composition may vary. It requires compatible flex-fuel vehicle technology.
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38. A Producer Price Index (PPI) differs from a Consumer Price Index
mainly because PPl measures prices:

A. Paid by final consumers only

B. Received by producers for their output

C. Of imported services only

D. Of financial assets only

Answer: B. Received by producers for their output

Explanation: PPI measures price changes from the producer’s perspective,
generally at the point where goods and services leave the producer. CPI
measures prices paid by households. A comprehensive PPI can capture
services better than a goods-heavy wholesale index.
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39. Antimicrobial resistance occurs when:

A. The human body becomes resistant to all medicines

B. Medicines become physically stronger

C. Microorganisms evolve and no longer respond effectively to medicines
D. Vaccines automatically stop working after one year

Answer: C. Microorganisms evolve and no longer respond effectively to
medicines

Explanation: AMR arises when bacteria, viruses, fungi or parasites change so
that antimicrobial medicines become less effective. Misuse and overuse of
antimicrobials in humans, animals and agriculture accelerate resistance,
making infections harder and costlier to treat.
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40. RudraM-11 is best described as an Indian:

A. Anti-satellite interceptor

B. Air-to-surface anti-radiation missile
C. Intercontinental ballistic missile

D. Submarine-launched cruise missile

Answer: B. Air-to-surface anti-radiation missile

Explanation: RudraM-I1 is an indigenously developed air-to-surface missile
intended to engage radiation-emitting targets such as hostile radar and air-
defence installations. Such missiles support suppression or destruction of
enemy air defences.
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41. A State-level Quantum Task Force would most directly support
development in which field?

A. Conventional thermal power only

B. Quantum computing, sensing and communication

C. Manual land surveying only

D. Traditional postal services

Answer: B. Quantum computing, sensing and communication

Explanation: Quantum technologies use quantum-mechanical effects for
advanced computation, highly sensitive measurement and secure

communication. A task force can coordinate research, skills, start-ups, industry

partnerships and public policy for the emerging ecosystem.
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42. The India—Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) is 42. 2398 3-D 3550923 5— 00V CTE e3DFT ToDToU* oo
envisaged as a network of: 303 2N B, FeroNT3?

A. Only military bases

B. Rail, shipping, energy and digital connectivity links
C. Only inland waterways within India

D. Only oil pipelines between India and Russia

Answer: B. Rail, shipping, energy and digital connectivity links

Explanation: IMEC is conceived as a multimodal connectivity initiative
linking India with the Arabian Peninsula and Europe through ports, rail
corridors and associated energy and digital infrastructure. Its success depends
on finance, interoperability and geopolitical stability.
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43. Workers’ remittances received from abroad are generally recorded in
India’s balance of payments under the:

A. Capital account as foreign direct investment
B. Current account as secondary income/transfers
C. Official reserve account only

D. Merchandise trade account as exports

Answer: B. Current account as secondary income/transfers

Explanation: Personal remittances are unilateral transfers and are recorded in
the current account, generally under secondary income. They provide foreign-
exchange inflows and support household consumption, savings and external-
sector stability.
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44. VLEO, used in the context of a satellite mission, stands for:

A. Variable Lunar Elliptical Orbit

B. Vertical Launch Earth Operation

C. Very Low Earth Orbit

D. Verified Long-range Equatorial Orbit

Answer: C. Very Low Earth Orbit

Explanation: VLEO refers to orbits at very low altitudes above Earth,
generally below conventional low Earth orbit bands. Such satellites can
achieve high-resolution observation and lower communication latency but face

stronger atmospheric drag and require advanced propulsion or aerodynamic
design.
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45. Which principle is most appropriate for the ethical use of artificial
intelligence in the cultural sector?

A. Al outputs should automatically replace all human creators

B. Human agency, transparency, copyright respect and bias safeguards should
be maintained

C. Cultural data may be used without consent in every case

D. Algorithms should remain permanently unaccountable

Answer: B. Human agency, transparency, copyright respect and bias
safeguards should be maintained

Explanation: Al can assist preservation, translation, restoration and access to
culture, but it may reproduce bias, misuse copyrighted works or erase
community context. Ethical deployment requires consent where relevant,
attribution, transparency and meaningful human control.
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46. Rainfall that evaporates before reaching the ground is called:
A. Dew

B. Virga

C. Frost

D. Smog

Answer: B. Virga

Explanation: Virga is precipitation that falls from a cloud but evaporates or
sublimates before reaching the ground. It is common in dry lower layers of the
atmosphere and can create downdrafts because evaporation cools the
surrounding air.
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47. INS Mahendragiri is associated with which shipbuilding programme?
A. Project 15B destroyers

B. Project 75 submarines

C. Project 17A stealth frigates

D. Project 28 anti-submarine corvettes

Answer: C. Project 17A stealth frigates
Explanation: INS Mahendragiri is a Project 17A stealth frigate. These ships

are designed with reduced radar signatures, modern sensors, integrated
weapons and improved survivability for multi-role naval operations.
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48. The H-1B visa of the United States is mainly meant for:

A. Tourists on short holidays

B. Workers in specialty occupations requiring specialised knowledge
C. Permanent agricultural landowners

D. Refugees automatically granted citizenship

Answer: B. Workers in specialty occupations requiring specialised
knowledge

Explanation: H-1B is a non-immigrant work visa for specialty occupations
that generally require specialised knowledge and a relevant degree or
equivalent qualification. It is widely used in technology, engineering, research,
finance and healthcare-related roles.
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49. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) functions
under the:

A. Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare

B. Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
C. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

D. Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Answer: C. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Explanation: FSSAI is the statutory food-safety regulator established under
the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006. It sets standards, regulates
manufacture and sale, oversees licensing and coordinates enforcement to
protect public health.
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50. In football, VAR stands for:

A. Virtual Athletic Ranking
B. Video Assistant Referee
C. Verified Action Replay
D. Visual Arbitration Rule

Answer: B. Video Assistant Referee

Explanation: VAR uses video footage to assist the on-field referee in
reviewing clear and obvious errors or serious missed incidents in specified
situations such as goals, penalties, direct red cards and mistaken identity. The
final decision remains with the referee.
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